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1. Introduction – (Response to Arctic Council Priorities and new projects under consideration)  

 
The Sustainable Development Working Group is facing a number of challenges in its effort to fulfill 
its mandate.  The number of projects and cross-cutting activities with other working groups are 
such that the SDWG is having difficulty responding to the demand for their input.  Through the 
SDWG Strategic Planning Exercise (2009-11) approved by the Ministers in April 2009, a two phased 
approach was agreed to; Phase I – Taking Stock and Phase II – On a Way Forward.  The findings of 
Taking Stock provided confirmation that the SDWG has over the past decade advanced on its 
mandate and developing the tools required to undertake relevant activities. It had also become 
evident that in order for it to keep pace with the current AC cross-cutting approach in addressing 
the current drivers of change in the Arctic, the SDWG will need to, in the first instance to 
strengthen its governance and to address its institutional capacity deficit. 
 
Over the past number of months the SDWG has concentrated on improving its administrative 
procedures.  A project proposal template has been implemented to highlight criteria and 
procedures to streamline proposal development.  It has also revamped information controls from a 
meeting oriented system to one based on individual projects, monitoring objectives and the 
timeline of deliverables.  Although still a work in progress the SDWG is currently identifying both 
documents and projects with a numeric referencing system to facilitate retrieval and monitoring of 
progress.   These administrative efforts will continue during the Swedish Chairmanship.  At the 
same time the institutional capacity deficit must also be addressed.  The  Arctic Social, Economic 
and Cultural Expert Group (Canada) (# P127), a proposal currently being developed, recommends the 
establishment of an expert group to handle the many cross-cutting requests for economic, social 
and cultural datasets. SDWG delegations welcome the idea and principle of a separate expert 
group, as an important resource for the SDWG provided adequate funding can be secured. It is 
believed that the establishment of this new Expert Group on a priority basis would help resolve the 
difficulties currently facing the SDWG.  Further work on the Terms of Reference for this expert 
group will be undertaken before being tabled for a formal decision.  
Two projects are currently being presented for SAO consideration and possible approval: 

 Circumpolar-Wide Inuit Response to the AMSA (Canada) (Project # P126) and 
 Arctic Maritime and Aviation Transportation Infrastructure Initiative (AMATII) (USA, Iceland) 

(Project # P122) 
 

Two other Sweden Chairmanship priority projects are “works in progress”, where a decision could 
be foreseen in the near future, as soon as all the formal criteria are met. 
 Corporate Social Responsibility and Sustainable Business in the Arctic (Sweden) (# P120)  
Sweden reported on the workshop held in Stockholm 26-27 January. Delegations welcomed the 
work in progress.  The next step for Sweden is to develop a project proposal and to seek SDWG 
endorsement.  
 Food and Water Security (Sweden) (# P121)  

The Co-Chair of AHHEG reported on the experts meeting held in Stockholm 26-27 January. Next 
step is to prepare a proposal for both SDWG and AMAP endorsement. 
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2. Summary of progress - SDWG Projects 
 
 Circumpolar-Wide Inuit Response to the AMSA (Canada) (Project # P126)  
In 2009, ICC Canada submitted its report ”The Sea Ice is Our Highway –an Inuit Perspective on 
Transportation in the Arctic” which demonstrated the relationship and importance of sea ice in 
lives of Inuit.  This follow-up proposal builds on the 2009 findings. ICC-Canada’s objectives are two-
fold: 1) to communicate AMSA findings to Inuit  and  to seek their guidance on how to move AMSA 
forward, and 2) to further expand its earlier survey on Inuit use of the sea and sea ice. The activities 
proposed in this plan would cover three regions –Canada,  Alaska, and Greenland within the Inuit 
homeland.  The expanded survey will assess how current use of the sea and sea-ice is impacted by 
Arctic shipping and compares with earlier land use studies. 
 
 Arctic Maritime and Aviation Transportation Infrastructure Initiative (AMATII) (USA, Iceland) 

(Project # P122)  

AMATII is a direct response to the Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment (AMSA).  It would 
complement and support existing Arctic Council initiatives such as the Arctic Search and Rescue 
Agreement (SAR), Arctic oil pollution preparedness and response, and the Sustaining Arctic 
Observing Network (SAON) process should the project include scientific research infrastructure. It 
would not be a directive on Arctic infrastructure development; rather, it would be a valuable tool 
the Arctic States could use to guide their own policy and development decisions.  The project would 
foster circumpolar cooperation by identifying areas of overlap and opportunities for technical 
cooperation and complementary infrastructure support.  As human activity in the Arctic increases, 
AMATII would provide important information to inform northern development and partnership. 
The project was presented at the SAO Meeting in Luleå, and was deferred with concerns.  
Adjustments have been made to respond to concerns. 
 

 National Arctic Atlas (Russian Federation) (Project # P125) 

The proposal proposes the collection of information for a multi-level Circumpolar Atlas.  
The SDWG Delegates concluded that the project was national in scope and recognized it as a 
“Designated Project” and therefore does not require SAO approval.  If another State would co-
sponsor the project in the future the status may be reconsidered. 
 
 Development of National and International Financial Mechanisms Supporting Sustainable 

Development in Arctic Regions (Russian Federation) (Project #P124) 
The project looks to establish a financial mechanism to support AC national and international 
projects.  The SDWG Delegates concluded that the proposal had a bearing on the Arctic Council as a 
whole and not limited to the SDWG. Accordingly it was suggested that the Russian Federation may 
wish to consider bringing this proposal to the SAO for guidance. 
 
 International Circumpolar Surveillance  (AHHEG/USA) (Project # P111) 

ICS has created an infectious disease surveillance network of hospital and public health laboratories 
and authorities throughout the Arctic regions:  the U.S. Arctic (Alaska), northern Canada, 
Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Finland, Sweden and the northern regions as the Oblasts of the 
Russian Federation.  ICS allows for the collection, comparison and sharing of uniform laboratory 
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and epidemiologic data on infectious diseases of concern, and assists in the formulation of 
prevention and control strategies.  ICS will continue surveillance of invasive bacterial diseases and 
related quality control programs; conduct an Invasive bacterial disease working group meeting in 
Vancouver, BC, Canada, March 27-28, 2012.  It will also finalize the tuberculosis data sharing 
agreement, the protocol of the retrospective data project, and the development of reporting 
guidelines. ICS will also present ICS activities at the “IPY 2012 Knowledge to Action Conference”, 
April 22-27, Montreal, Quebec Canada.  
 

 Arctic Human Health Initiative  (AHHEG/USA) (Project # P112) 

The aim of the initiative is to increase awareness and visibility of health concerns of Arctic peoples, 
foster human health research, and promote health strategies that will improve health and well 
being of all Arctic residents.  Currently of 38 projects submitted it has 26 active projects: (5) in 
Expansion of Networks, (5) in Outreach Education Communication and the balance in research 
projects. (6) in infectious diseases, (7) in environment and health and (3) in behavioural and mental 
health.  In 2012-2013 AHHI will Continue to monitor IPY Arctic human health activities, present an 

AHHI overview at the “IPY 2012 Knowledge to Action Conference”, April 22-27, Montreal, Quebec 

Canada, and update the AHHI website at www.arctichealth.org  

 

 Comparative Review of Circumpolar Health Systems Review AHHEG/Canada/Greenland)  

(Project # P113) 

CircHSR is a flagship project of the Arctic Human Health Expert Group [AHHEG] and is  managed by 
the Institute for Circumpolar Health Research [www.ichr.ca]. A comparison of circumpolar health 
systems will highlight the different responses to challenges such as reduced access to services; the 
impact of cold climate on illness and disease;  service delivery, and the effects of differing 
governance structures such as the role of sub-states in terms of health funding, administration and 
delivery of primary care models, as well as arrangements for indigenous populations. The project is 
complete and undergoing final editing. It is expected that the report will be published in spring 
2012 as a Circumpolar Health Supplement of the International Journal of Circumpolar Health. 
 

 Reindeer Herding and Youth (Russian Federation) (#P118)  

Approved at the first SAO Meeting in Luleå, the main goals of the project are to maintain and 
develop a sustainable reindeer husbandry in the Arctic.  It will strive to: engage reindeer herding 
youth to address challenges and opportunities arising from global changes; stimulate dialogue; 
train local leadership and knowledge building and stimulate networking among youth; organize 
workshops and test new technologies.  In general the initiative will strive to be a voice for the 
circumpolar indigenous reindeer herding youth.  The start-up of the initiative took place in Tromsø, 
Norway 22-27 January, where they held a seminar of experts in the field with reindeer herding 
youth. 
 

 Assessment of Cultural Heritage Monuments and Sites in the Arctic (Norway) (Project # P114)  

All the participating countries (Canada, Greenland, Norway, Russian Federation, USA) have 
submitted proposals for significant cultural heritage sites/monuments in their respective countries 
to be included on the Arctic Council database.  The progress was delayed in 2011.  Efforts will be 
made to identify who will maintain the database and how the selection criteria are monitored to 
ensure consistency.  A report is anticipated to be tabled by the end of 2012. 

http://www.arctichealth.org/
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 Arctic Social Indicators Phase II (Iceland) (Project # P115)  

ASI-II is a follow-up activity to two Arctic Council projects - Arctic Social Indicators (ASI 2010) and 
the Arctic Human Development Report (AHDR 2004). The objectives of ASI-II (2009-2011) are: 1) To 
identify data challenges, including availability and quality; 2) To test ASI indicators by region; 3) To 
refine the ASI indicators where needed; 4) To conduct regional case studies to further test their 
applicability; and 5) To formulate recommendations for a long-term monitoring system.  This 
important initiative provides for sustained measurement of social indicators essential in monitoring 
the impact of changes in Arctic communities.  The report TemaNord is ready for publication. 
 
As part of the current Chairmanship Programme, two projects were approved by the SAO at their 
first meeting in Luleå.  Both projects are proceeding on schedule.  
 Arctic Human Development Report (AHDR- II) (Iceland, Canada, Denmark/Greenland) (Project # P116),  

AHDR-II held a workshop in Copenhagen, Arctic Institute – November 17-19, 2011. Authors have 
been selected and extended outlines are now being produced for all 13 chapters of the report. A 
total of 30 lead authors are working on the AHDR-II.   
 

 Assessing, Monitoring & Promoting Arctic Indigenous Languages (Canada, USA, Greenland/Denmark) 

(Project #P117).   

ICC Canada (project leader) provided a progress report on the project’s governance structure and 
funding strategy. As for the former, it was reported that a circumpolar wide core group of linguists 
and academics has been established to provide their expertise and technical guidance on the Arctic 
Indigenous Languages Assessment and on the Conference planned for 2014. The project 
deliverables include a communications strategy and various communications products; an interim 
pan-Arctic youth/elder language symposium; an assessment of Arctic Indigenous languages and an 
Arctic Indigenous Languages Assessment Symposium that will include a final report and a new 
multi-year work plan. 
 
3. Deliverables for the 2013 Ministerial 
 

 Arctic Social, Economic and Cultural Expert Group (Project  #P127), following SDWG endorsement 
and SAO approval of expert group terms of reference the final document is expected to be tabled 
for Ministerial approval. 

 The International Circumpolar Surveillance (Project #P111) will publish a comprehensive summary 
report of activities 2011-2013 as a Supplement to the International Journal of Circumpolar 
Health, May, 2013. 

 The Arctic Human Health Initiative (Project #P112) will publish a comprehensive summary report of 
AHHI activities as a Supplement to the International Journal of Circumpolar Health May 2013.  

 The Arctic Social Indicators (Project #P115) the report TemaNord is ready for publication. There will 
be a web version of the ASI-II report, as well as a printed report. 

 Corporate Social Responsibility and Sustainable Business in the Arctic (Project # P120) may possibly 
be tabled at the Ministerial. 

 Food and Water Security (Project # P121) may possibly be tabled at the Ministerial. 
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4. Working Group administration and next meeting 
 
To underscore the importance of the indigenous peoples’ participation in the work of the SDWG an 
‘open discussion session’ was held prior to SDWG general meetings.  This session served as an 
opportunity to discuss regional and Arctic concerns outside the formal agenda and possible time 
limitations. In addition it was an opportunity for delegates to discuss issues that were not part of 
the formal meeting agenda.  The focus of the discussion session at the 14-15 February meeting in 
Gällivare, Sweden was on “Land Use” and competing development activities in the Arctic.  The 
session was well received with expressed wishes to have similar events in the future. 
The SDWG website is under reconstruction to achieve a look and feel in line with the new Arctic 
Council website.   
In addition to collaborating in the AC Communication Strategy, SDWG will be working to identify its 
own communication strategy with similar approach and priorities.  
The next meeting of the SDWG is being planned for mid-September 2012 in Iceland. SDWG will be 
communicating with other Working Groups to discuss the possibility of holding back-to-back 
meetings. 
 
5. Collaboration with other Working Groups 
 
SDWG will continue its efforts to establish clear operational channels with other working groups 
through the sharing of information and work of their expert groups.  
 Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment (AMSA) (IIc) (Norway) (Project # CC131)  

This project may not be completed within its identified timeline.  Areas of heightened ecological 
significance seem to be well covered, but there are uncertainties in regards to the coverage of 
areas of heightened cultural significance. There will be a renewed effort with the Project Team to 
identify its capacity to complete the work and the required timeline.  
 

 Arctic Resilience Report (ARR) (Sweden) (Project # CC129)  

The initial organizational meeting is planned for April 28-29, 2012 in Montreal.  SDWG has been 
asked to nominate an expert, but for the moment the SDWG is experiencing an institutional deficit 
responding to requests for participation on Projects and other Working Groups. The Chair and 
Executive Secretary will fulfill this role for the moment.  
 
 Arctic Ocean Review (AOR) (PAME) (USA) (Project # CC128)  

this PAME project is proceeding according to plan and will be circulated for input as per the 
project’s timeline. SDWG will provide input to the report as a whole and specifically on the “Human 
Dimension” chapter. 
 

 Arctic Change Assessment (ACA) (AMAP) (Norway) (Project # CC130)  

SDWG has participated in the ACA Drafting Committee’s effort to address the concerns raised at 
the SAO first meeting in Luleå.  AMAP has asked SDWG for a demonstration of support. Since the 
project plan is still being restructured and that the SDWG delegates have been working closely with 
their national delegations it was concluded that this was not an appropriate action. Further 
participation will be determined at the SAO second meeting in Stockholm, March 27-28, 2012. 




