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October 17, 2012 

To: The Chairman of the SAOs and the Arctic Council SAOs 

Cc: PAME National Representatives, Permanent Participants 

Subject: 3
rd

 AOR Phase II Expert Workshop and timeline to conclude the Arctic Ocean 

Review (AOR) Phase II Project 

Background 

The overall objective of the Arctic Ocean Review (AOR) is to provide guidance to Arctic Council 

Ministers on strengthening governance in the Arctic through a cooperative, coordinated, and integrated 

approach to the management of the Arctic marine environment. The AOR will also play an important 

role in demonstrating Arctic States’ stewardship efforts in this area. The AOR is not a new assessment, 

but will produce a review of the status and trends of pressures on the arctic marine environment, an 

analysis of the relevant instruments, and in this final phase of the AOR options to strengthen the 

conservation and sustainable use of the Arctic marine environment.  

The 3
rd

 Expert Workshop in support of the AOR Project 

The 3
rd

 Expert Workshop in support of the AOR project was convened in Halifax, Canada 17-18 

September (back-to-back with the PAME II-2012 meeting 18-20 September) in support of the 

development of the AOR Report which will be submitted to the 2013 Arctic Council Ministerial 

meeting along with other PAME documents. The workshop focused on potential opportunities and 

options to strengthen global and regional instruments and measures per the thematic sector activities 

listed below, and discussed the relationship to the human dimension component. 

A workshop summary report is being prepared to record the range of views discussed, including those 

that may be outside the Terms of Reference for the AOR project, but could be further considered for 

future work by the Arctic Council, as relevant. 

AOR Phase II Draft Report 

A revised AOR Phase II Draft Report (version 16
th
 of October) has been prepared as attached. Please 

note that this version has been updated by chapter and lead authors based on inputs from the 3
rd

 AOR 

workshop and does not necessarily represent the views of the co-lead countries (Canada, Iceland, 

Norway, Russia, USA) or other Arctic Council countries, and has not gone through an 

intergovernmental review process by the Arctic Council member states. This version will represent the 

AOR document which will form the basis for a formal review process starting in November. 

Below is the AOR Table of Content as set forth in this version: 

Executive Summary 

Chapter 1 - Introduction 

Chapter 2 - Peoples and Cultures 

Chapter 3 - Arctic Marine Operations and Shipping [v. September 2012; to be replaced] 

Chapter 4 - Marine Living Resources 

4.1 Fisheries 

4.2 Seabirds, Seals, Polar Bears, Walruses 
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4.3 Cetaceans 

Chapter 5 - Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas 

Chapter 6 - Arctic Marine Pollution 

Chapter 7 - Ecosystem Based Management 

Chapter 8 - Arctic Marine Science 

Chapter 9 - Conclusions and Recommendations 

References 

Appendix: Table of Conventions and Arctic State Membership 

List of Contributors 

Each of the sectoral activity chapters is structured along the lines of: a brief summary of key 

environmental status and trends; an overview of existing legal instruments; and an analysis of 

opportunities for action. The Report also contains a chapter on Peoples and Cultures to set the context 

of the relevance of the Arctic marine environment in the lives and livelihoods of the people living in 

the region and how our actions affect sustainable development. Ultimately, there is also a Conclusion 

with Recommendations that will be carefully negotiated by the Arctic Council members, in addition to 

the whole Report.   

AOR Phase II timeline 

The PAME II-2012 Meeting which was held from 18-20 September requested PAME members to 

provide inputs to the AOR process in a timely manner as per the timeline below, noting in particular 

the need for countries and PPs active participation during the intergovernmental review process which 

will take place through weekly teleconferences during the months of Nov 2011-Jan 2012 to ensure a 

timely submission to SAOs and the 2013 Ministerial meeting. Thus it is of great importance that all 

Arctic Council member states and Permanent Participants will have representation during the 

intergovernmental review process to be convened by weekly teleconference. 

 September 17 – written comments due on the 1st consolidated AOR draft report 

 October 5 - Chapter Authors update chapter for Lead Authors. 

 October 15 - Lead Authors provide 2
nd

 draft AOR report with potential recommendations.  

 October 17 – 2
nd

 draft AOR Report submitted to SAOs. 

 November through January - PAME Head of Delegation Negotiations - through, weekly 

teleconferences. 

 December 4-5 - AOR Country Co-Leads Meeting. 

 January 15 2013 - final submission date for PAME. 

 February 2013 - PAME I-2013. 

 March 20, 2013 – Final Report Submission date to SAO/Ministerial. 

 

Sincerely, 

On behalf of the AOR lead Countries, Canada, Iceland, Norway, Russia and the United States 

 
Renée Sauvé 

Canadian HoD to PAME and AOR co-lead 

Email: Renee.Sauve@dfo-mpo.gc.ca  

 
Elizabeth McLanahan 

US HoD to PAME and AOR co-lead 

Email: Elizabeth.McLanahan@noaa.gov  
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