
  
 

 

AMAP WG Meeting, 3 to 5 October 2012, Stockholm  
2-page highlights report to SAOs 
 

The AMAP WG met in Stockholm, Sweden, from 3-5 October 2012. Participants included all Arctic countries, 
PPs (ICC), and Observers (Netherlands, United Kingdom, China, Japan, NEFCO). The Arctic Council Secretariat, 
Indigenous Peoples Secretariat and Association of Polar Early Career Scientists (APECS) were also 
represented and the SAO Chair attended a part of the meeting. 

Major issues addressed at the AMAP WG meeting of potential interest to SAOs included the following: 

News on Deliverables:  

 Supplementary SWIPA communication outreach products have been prepared, including the three 
SWIPA films published in translated versions on the AMAP Vimeo channel (www.vimeo.com) and a 
short (17-page) summary for ‘teenagers’ in English and translated into Danish, Greenlandic, and 
Japanese for educational use; the SWIPA overview report is expected to be available in the next few 
weeks. 

 The Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) technical report will be available in print in November. A 
white paper with recommendations for possible follow-up actions will be discussed at the HoDs 
meeting in January for possible presentation to SAOs. 

 The national and peer reviews of the Arctic Ocean Acidification (AOA) assessment have been 
completed and the scientific report is expected to be ready for technical editing in December. 
Drafting work of the layman’s summary report has begun. Both reports are intended to be available 
by the time of the Ministerial Meeting. Preliminary scientific key findings were presented to the WG 
and will be further developed for presentation to SAOs in Haparanda. AMAP HoDs/PPs will discuss 
the conclusions and any policy-relevant recommendations at their meeting in January and these will 
be presented to the Ministerial Meeting in May. Planned AOA outreach activities include an 
international scientific conference that will be held in Bergen (6-8 May 2013) and a film that will be 
produced in both a long (14 minutes) and a short (3 minutes) version. 

 Follow-up work on short-lived climate forcers (black carbon, tropospheric ozone, and methane) has 
been initiated and a progress report will be delivered to the Ministerial Meeting. This work is being 
well-coordinated with that of the Task Force on SLCF. 

 AMAP has delivered completed templates reflecting adaptation-relevant conclusions and 
recommendations from about 20 past AMAP assessments to SDWG in response to their request 
concerning AACA Part A. The AMAP WG reviewed and agreed upon a proposed plan and process to 
implement AACA Part C; this proposed plan will be presented to the SAOs in Haparanda for approval.  

AMAP Expert Groups 

The WG discussed possible changes to its expert group structures and the organization of future work to be 
able to better meet needs for more integrated assessments and support to other on-going AC initiatives such 
as EBM and AACA. This work is being continued and will be reported to AMAP HoDs at their meeting in 
January 2012. 

SWIPA Follow-up 

A workshop to survey and synthesize findings of global climate models and related diagnostic studies of the 
Arctic, including historical and 21st-century scenario simulations, will be held in Seattle 16-18 October. A 
second workshop to develop climate scenarios is planned for spring 2013 in Russia, which will bring in 
additional user-requirements and integrate ecological aspects into the climate models and scenarios. The 
workshop also intends to identify further potential follow-up actions.    

SAON 

The Chair of SAON, Tom Armstrong, presented an overview of the SAON Board meeting that took place in 
Potsdam, Germany (1-2 October); see the attached summary of this meeting.   
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AMAP Work Plan for 2013-2015 

The AMAP WG discussed priorities for AMAP activities to follow up recommendations from the SWIPA, 
human health, oil and gas, radioactivity and POPs and mercury assessments to be included in the AMAP 
Work Plan for 2013-2015. 

AMAP WG and SDWG WG Cooperation 

A Food and Water Security project is under development between the AMAP and SDWG human health 
expert groups. A joint workshop will be held in Stockholm on 19-20 December to complete the detailed 
project proposal. The AMAP HoDs and PPs will then review the proposal in January 2013 to determine 
whether it should be sent to the SAOs for approval in March 2013. 

AMAP WG and CAFF WG Cooperation 

The AMAP WG is looking forward to reviewing the plans for the freshwater and terrestrial monitoring 
components of the CBMP and to cooperate with CAFF to secure harmonization of the AMAP and CBMP 
monitoring programmes. 

AMAP WG and PAME WG Cooperation 

In addition to the contribution to the AMSA IIc, AMAP is taking an active part in PAME’s marine ecosystem-
approach initiative. AMAP has also contributed to the AOR by leading on the pollution and climate chapter. 

Communication and Outreach (C&O) 

The AMAP WG agreed in principle on the AMAP communication and outreach strategy. Some minor 
revisions will address comments received. A shorter version of the strategy document, reflecting priorities, 
will be prepared. The AMAP communications and outreach strategy will be presented to the AC 
communications and outreach group on the planned teleconference on 18 October, and provided to SAOs. 
The updated AMAP website development was presented; it is expected that this development will be on-line 
by the end of the year. 

The AMAP WG and its expert groups made significant contributions to the IPY Conference ‘From Knowledge 
to Action’ in Montreal, QC in April. A large number of AMAP reports, including the SWIPA science report, the 
mercury assessment report and the first two volumes of the oil and gas assessment were distributed by 
AMAP at the Arctic Council booth. 

Gustaf Lind presented the plans for Arctic side events at UNFCCC COP18 in Doha, Qatar in late November 
and the beginning of December 2012 and at the UNEP Governing Council meeting in Nairobi, Kenya in 
February 2013. The AMAP WG was requested to prepare the first draft of an AC intervention at COP-18 for 
review by other WGs and SAOs. The AMAP WG confirmed that it is ready to assist in any way at these events. 

Cooperation with UNEP 

The AMAP Secretariat is supporting UNEP in the preparation of an updated technical report on global 
mercury emissions. This work is nearly finalized and will be presented to the UNEP Governing Council in 2013, 
and possibly to the INC5. 

Meetings 

AMAP HoDs are planning to hold their next meeting during the week of 28 January 2013, possibly in Ottawa, 
Canada. The next AMAP WG will be held in autumn 2013 at a venue to be decided. 

Observers at the WG meeting 

The Observer countries, the Netherlands, United Kingdom, China and Japan, presented information on their 
scientific activities in the Arctic. 

The representatives of APECS and NEFCO also presented statements at the meeting. 




