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Ecosystem-Based Management 
 

At the request of the Senior Arctic Officials, the Arctic Council Secretariat has been working with the 

relevant Working Groups (AMAP, CAFF, SDWG and PAME) to catalog the ways in which those WGs’ work 

integrates and implements the recommendations laid out in the Arctic Council report “Ecosystem-Based 

Management in the Arctic”.  

 

Two-page briefings on this issue were provided by PAME and CAFF at the Senior Arctic Officials’ meeting 

in Whitehorse, Canada in October 2013. 

 

Following the Whitehorse SAO meeting, the Secretariat met with PAME on the margins of the AACA 

meeting in Tromsø 10-12 December to learn more about the ongoing work of the Ecosystem Approach 

Experts Group and to discuss possible ways to prepare the expected report. PAME’s verbal input was 

then put into writing by the Secretariat.  

 

The Secretariat is very grateful to PAME, in particular, for taking the lead in developing a first-draft 

overview of the ways in which the relevant Working Groups are implementing and integrating the 

recommendations that emerged from the EBM report. 

 

A first request for input from the other three working groups was sent out on 12 December, with 

request for independent feedback in ten working days. On 19 December, it was requested that PAME’s 

initial answers be sent to all as a “skeleton” on which they could build. Input from AMAP was received 

on 20 January 2014. A document covering the cross-cutting activities of SDWG was received on 30 

January 2014. A revised version was received from PAME on 19 February. A thorough response was 

received from CAFF on 25 February. 

 

Once feedback has been received from all Working Groups, the Secretariat will synthesize that feedback 

into a brief report, ensure feedback from and approval by the Working Groups, and deliver the report 

for submission to Senior Arctic Officials. 
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