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Summary two-pager 

Introduction 

The agenda at the third meeting of the Task Force on Arctic Marine Oil Pollution Prevention 

(TFOPP) included 2 major issues: 1) discussion and editing of the Action Plan for Cooperation, 

prepared under the leadership of the Canadian delegation; 2) discussion and editing of the 

revised “Norwegian document”, which was divided into 2 lists of measures regarding Arctic 

maritime activities and petroleum activities, respectively. In introductory remarks, the chair 

underlined that the meeting was devoted to the discussion of the substance of the documents, 

not the nature of the final deliverable. Delegates were encouraged to be as concrete as possible 

in their contributions and to be flexible in order to work towards consensus.  

All eight Arctic States, two Permanent Participants (AIA and ICC), and two Working Groups (EPPR 

and PAME) took part. Accredited observers attending the meeting included 6 states (Germany, 

India, Italy, Japan, Singapore, UK) and 2 organizations (CCU, WWF). In addition, contributions 

were provided by invited experts from OGP (International Oil and Gas Producers Association) and 

IADC (International Association of Drilling Contractors).  

Discussion of the Action Plan for Cooperation 

As at the 2nd meeting in Reykjavik, initial discussions in Ottawa focused on what type of 

deliverable would be presented for the 2015 ministerial meeting. Each state offered an update 

on its own position and mandate. The states agreed that the draft Action Plan provides a very 

good foundation for further discussion and noted the need of weighing carefully the legal 

implications of the document. While presenting the draft Action Plan, Canada underlined that it 

is based on the Russian text presented at the 2nd meeting, and was developed with the goal of 

enhancing collaboration between the Arctic States in the field of oil pollution prevention by 

facilitating the sharing of the unique knowledge and experience possessed by each state. It was 

emphasized that all documents discussed at the meeting would ultimately be integrated into a 

single deliverable for the 2015 Ministerial meeting.  

Some particular issues stood out during the day’s discussions. Some delegates expressed concern 

about attempting to create a new standing forum or institution for collaboration, as well as about 

the status and the level of autonomy of such a hypothetical body. Also at issue was the delegation 

of responsibility for any eventual implementation and reporting. Possible engagement of the 

Arctic Council working groups (EPPR specifically) was discussed in this respect. Permanent 

Participants AIA and ICC, as well as the accredited observers present at the meeting, also made 

important contributions to the discussion of the draft Action Plan. 

Presentations by the invited experts 

As industry plays an important role in the field of oil pollution prevention, the chair invited 

representatives of the International Association of Oil and Gas Producers (OGP) and the 

International Association of Drilling Contractors (IADC) to present their experience in the field of 

prevention at the meeting.   
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The OGP representative gave a presentation on its different committees and task forces which 

are involved in the activities connected with oil pollution prevention and regulatory work in the 

Arctic. The presenters proposed that the focus of work connected with oil pollution prevention 

should be on the appropriate performance standards, robust risk assessment methods, 

mitigation and implementation. The IADC representative explained the association’s activities for 

Arctic drilling safety and environmental protection, including development of the IADC HSE Case 

Guidelines, its activities in the field of training and accreditation, and its participation in industry 

and government efforts. Both presenters remarked that industry has a great desire to share its 

knowledge with the AC. 

Discussion of lists of measures for petroleum and maritime activities in the Arctic 

Prior to the meeting, the Norwegian delegation had agreed to lead preparation of 2 lists of 

preventive measures for petroleum and maritime activities in the Arctic, based on documents 

and discussions from earlier meetings. One objective for this meeting was to begin prioritizing 

the measures and identifying concrete steps forward.  

The list of measures for petroleum activities included an overview of measures specially designed 

to enhance safety in Arctic petroleum operations; support of industry standardization activities; 

and exchange of experience and strengthening of regulatory cooperation (e.g. by means of a 

Forum). The list of measures for maritime activities was somewhat more extensive, covering such 

areas as traffic monitoring and management, maritime services, human resources and reduction 

of risks associated with use of heavy fuel oil. Most states reiterated the importance of avoiding 

duplication of initiatives currently being carried out elsewhere – for example, within the IMO, 

WMO, ARHC, or AC working groups.  

Next Steps 

To have a high quality deliverable for the ministers in 2015, the chair identified the need for two 

more meetings and asked the participants to keep circumpolar interests in mind. It was agreed 

that a correspondence group would be established that will draft a single document 

incorporating the Action Plan and the lists of measures before the next TF meeting. States were 

invited to take the lead in developing those parts most closely aligned with their own interests and 

priorities.  

The EPPR is requested to assess and respond on the possibility of hosting a petroleum industry seminar 

during the first quarter of 2015.  

The delegation of the Kingdom of Denmark, on behalf of Greenland, offered to host the next 

meeting on 10-11 September, 2014 in Nuuk.  

 




