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1.  Introduction 

The Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF) Arctic Council working group has a longstanding 
recognition of the importance of Traditional Knowledge (TK) and Community Based Monitoring (CBM) and 
has endeavoured to incorporate them into its work plans. This includes in particular, the Circumpolar 
Biodiversity Monitoring Programme (CBMP) and the Arctic Biodiversity Assessment (ABA). TK and CBM 
are often discussed together, however, CAFF recognizes them as distinct, understanding that TK is a 
systematic way of knowing and CBM as a tool used to collect observation data. 

Over the past few years, considerable progress has been made in initiatives to engage TK and CBM that 
furthers the goals of the Arctic Council, including Canadian Chairmanship priorities. This progress report 
provides a brief summary of CAFF’s work in this area and next steps in facilitating engaging TK and CBM. 
 
2. Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Program (CBMP) 

The CBMP is a foundational program underlying implementation of CAFF’s mandate. CBMP activities 
are structured around biodiversity Expert Monitoring Groups (EMG) for each of the major Arctic 
ecosystems (marine, freshwater, terrestrial and coastal). These plans help improve ability to detect 
important trends, link these trends to their underlying causes, predict future trends and scenarios for 
Arctic biodiversity, and thereby provide more timely and credible information to support decision 
making. The CBMP has been learning and evolving with the development of each EMG e.g. The 

ACSAO-CA04 Whitehorse / Mar 2015 
CAFF: TK and Community-based Monitoring progress report 2015



    

2    

Coastal EMG has had the opportunity to learn from the experiences of all three previous groups and 
now shows the strongest focus on bringing science and TK together in the development of their 
work plan.   

 The Coastal EMG: is currently developing their work plan with strong focus on discussing TK 
methodologies and building a product based on a co-production of knowledge. The first coastal 
meeting will take place in June, 2015 with intention of having many TK holders and scientists in 
attendance.  

 The Terrestrial EMG: work plan describes the importance of engaging TK holders and recognizes 
that TK holds methodologies for monitoring. The Terrestrial EMG engaged TK holders at their 
second expert workshop in development of their work plan; this is most reflected in the 
vegetation chapter of the Terrestrial work plan with direct reference to key TK methodologies 
applied to monitoring and understanding connections throughout the environment. The CBM 
program, Bird Network is conducted under the auspices of the TEMG. 

 The Marine EMG: has explored participatory approaches to engaging TK through work with ICC, 
and will continue with new focus. TK will also be used within the Marines EMGs Fish expert 
network, in their development of a pan Arctic Atlas. 

 The Freshwater EMG: is very vocal about wanting engagement of TK holders and recognizes the 
importance of their involvement throughout the entire process, including analysis. The 
Canadian Freshwater team has been most active in identifying ways to include information from 
TK holders and has recently noted plans to engage through possible archived interviews.  

 
3. Arctic Biodiversity Assessment (ABA) 

CAFF acknowledged the importance of TK when preparing the ABA and appointed TK coordinators (one 
for Eurasia and one for North America) to coordinate and facilitate the inclusion of TK into the ABA. A 
large amount of information was compiled with plans to develop two reports based on this material: 

 Eurasia:  A draft report was compiled but due to security concerns expressed by the 
representative of the TK providers it was not possible to finalize the report.  

 North America: Led by Canada, CAFF is in the processes of preparing a report on TK on 
biodiversity change the North America Arctic which will be delivered under the U.S. chairmanship 
of the Arctic Council.  

A short report detailing lessons learned from the efforts to include TK in the ABA is planned for 
2015 

 
4. Arctic Biodiversity Congress (ABC) 

The ABC was held in Norway in December, 2014 and brought together scientists, government agencies, 
environmental NGOs, academia, industry, and Indigenous peoples to discuss the ABA recommendations 
and biodiversity. The ABC steering committee was successful in raising significant funds to support travel 
of TK holders with the understanding that success of the congress was dependent on their involvement. 
The ABC agenda included a session on the co-production of knowledge and many additional sessions 
highlighted the engagement of TK. Arctic Indigenous TK holders from villages to regional organizations 
joined the Congress, provided presentations on topics such as adaptation and management. More 
importantly these knowledge holders were actively engaged with the other participants in conversations 
based on topics such as a co-production of knowledge, evaluation of ecosystem services, polar bear 
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management, and much more. 

Following the congress participant feed-back highlighted key messages, including: 1) biodiversity policy in 
the Arctic has to reflect the needs of people living in the Arctic, many of whom are indigenous; and 2) 
credible knowledge of all kinds, and from all sources, is welcomed and needed in the Arctic. This includes 
science, TK and co-produced knowledge as well as knowledge from academia, business, government, civil 
society and communities.  
 
5. Community Based Monitoring Atlas  

CAFF has worked with the Exchange for Local Observations and Knowledge of the Arctic (ELOKA) and 
ICC representatives to explore ways of contributing to the Atlas. The Atlas serves as an inventory of 
initiatives that will assist with network building and identification of best practices and challenges for 
the field. Originally, CAFF extended efforts to provide metadata to the project. As the Atlas has 
developed and expanded CAFF continues to encourage CBMP groups to utilize the map and hopes to 
work with the Atlas organizers in the future to advance shared goals. 

   
6. Arctic Council: Integrating Traditional and Local Knowledge 

In 2013 the CAFF and SDWG Secretariats drafted a proposal focusing on TK and its integration into 
Arctic Council activities. The Canadian Arctic Council Chairmanship subsequent ia l ly  identified 
inclusion of TK within Arctic Council work as a priority. The Sustainable Development Arctic 
Council Working Group (SDWG) in cooperation with the Indigenous Peoples Secretariat 
( IPS)  initiated this process and have submitted recommendations for the 2015 Arctic Council  
Ministerial.  CAFF’s has participated in the two project workshops and provided input to the process. 
 
7. Community Observation Network for Adaptation and Sustainability (CONAS) 

Led by AIA and building on the work of the Bering Sea Sub-Network (BSSN) CONAS is a CBM network in 
the Bering Sea that documents local knowledge of environmental change, including challenges and 
opportunities faced by Arctic Indigenous communities adapting to the effects of climate change in order 
to inform effective adaptive responses. 
 
8. Nomadic herders: enhancing the resilience of reindeer herders’ ecosystems and livelihoods 

A Russian led project in cooperation with the International reindeer Herders Association this 
activity considers the impacts of land use change and climate change on nomadic pastoralists, and 
assesses herders’ adaptation options and opportunities. 

 
9. The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity in the Arctic (TEEB) scoping study 

Led by Sweden the TEEB Arctic scoping study is being developed in cooperation with the World Wide 
Fund for Nature (WWF) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) this study is 
looking at how the Arctic is valued, not just in terms of money, but also in terms of other values. To 
consider if there are new ways of making people understand what the Arctic means to the people who 
live there, and to all the people in the world.  A  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t  h a s  b e e n  s u b m i t t e d  f o r  
t h e  2 0 1 5  A r c t i c  C o u n c i l  M i n i s t e r i a l  w i t h  t h e  f i n a l  r eport scheduled for delivery to the 
Senior Arctic Officials in autumn 2015. 
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10. The Conservation Value of Sacred Sites of Indigenous People of the Arctic: Northern Russia  

This report completed in 2004 demonstrated the need for a holistic approach to sacred sites 
management by exploring case studies in the Yamal and Koryak Autonomous Okrus.  Working with 
Indigenous co m m u n i t i e s , organizations and researchers to address conservation and cultural 
heritage on a large scale the report provided key findings and an overview of international instruments 
for protection of cultural heritage, a thematic analysis and recommendations. 
 
11. Other activities 

CAFF Engages where possible and appropriate, with external partners on the issue of TK and CBM 
e.g. the International Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) and providing input into a 
European Union project to collect TK across Eurasia. 
 
12. Moving forward 

As the CAFF Working Group moves forward there is a strong understanding for the need to learn from 
pass experiences and build upon our successes. With this in mind, the Actions for Arctic Biodiversity, 2013-
2021: Implementing the recommendations of the ABA reflects continued efforts to increase engagement 
of TK, strengthen and work with CBM programs, and to create robust projects through bringing together 
multiple knowledge systems. This effort is also reflected in the CAFF 2015-2017 work plan, with initiatives 
to create case studies on the co-production of science and traditional knowledge. These case studies are 
based on the work and understandings of the Permanent Participants, such as the CONAS project and a 
new proposed project to look at walrus through a food security lens. 
 
Additionally, the Actions for Arctic Biodiversity, 2013-2021: Implementing the recommendations of the 
ABA report and the CAFF 2015-2017 work plan reflects continued efforts to engage CBM as a tool to 
understanding and safeguarding Arctic Biodiversity. For example, CAFF will update CAFF’s strategy and 
guidelines for community-based monitoring, including an exploration of how to better integrate this type 
of monitoring with existing monitoring and ways to use it in early warning systems to detect changes. 
 
Publications 

CAFF TK and CBM related CAFF publications can be accessed here: www.caff.is/publications. 




