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Mr. Chairman, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Let me first of all congratulate the Arctic Council with its 10th anniversary of its 

work. During this time, the Arctic Council proved to be an efficient instrument for 

international cooperation to able to solve large scale problems northern countries 

face.   

As the Special Representative of the President of the Russian Federation for the 

International Polar Year, I would like to attract your attention to the last decades’ 

greatest international scientific experiment which will allow to obtain qualitatively 

new data on the Earth’s polar region environment in the period of global climate 

changes.  

These climate changes impact economic activities and way of life of indigenous 

peoples of the North. They may affect interests of many countries conducting 

activity in the Earth’s polar regions. 

The preparation of the International Polar Year is on the home straight. Its 

scientific program and expedition plans have been mostly approved. The Joint 

Committee has approved over 200 international projects aimed at the study of 

polar environment and social conditions of the development of Arctic community. 

Thousands of scientists and researchers from over 60 countries will participate in 

the IPY projects.  

I would like to assure that the Russian Federation makes an emphasis on the 2007-

2008 International Polar Year. We fully share ideas and principles of broad 

international cooperation lying on the base of the IPY and will actively participate 

in the implementation of its Program.  

Below are some large-scale projects.  



We are now planning to continue conducting observations in the Arctic Ocean 

from drifting ice. Within the framework of the Russian-French Experiment “Tara-

Arctic 2007/2008” in the Arctic, a frozen in ice yacht “Tara: is drifting, scientific 

observations from which will start in March 2007. In September 2007, we will 

organize an international drifting station and invite all Arctic countries to play the 

most active part in its work. 

The following two unique experiments are at the stage of decision-making. These 

are the study of the Gakkel Ridge and the Ocean bottom at the point of the North 

Pole with the use of submarine “Russia”, RV “Mstislav Keldysh” and “Akademik 

Fedorov” and “Mir” deep sea submarines; and the Russian-French Experiment for 

the study of Central Arctic ice cover with the use of a Russian airship.  

Russia continues work on the recovery of polar station network. In a week, the first 

unit of Tiksi Observatory which is being constructed by Russia, the U.S. and 

Finland will be officially open. Also work on the Franz Josef Land remediation is 

planned to start in the next year.  

A principal decision has been taken on organizing an International Arctic Medicine 

Center in Moscow. 

In addition, we are reviewing a possibility of implementing the Russian 

Academy’s of Science and Roshydromet’s project of establishing a national system 

of space monitoring of northern regions.   

Within the framework of the IPY preparation, the Russian Federation 2007 budget 

allocates 250 million rubles to conduct expeditions.   

Russia looks with favor on the conduction of international expeditions in the 

Arctic. A principal decision has been taken to reduce icebreaker fees by 50% on 

the Northern Sea Route both for Russian and foreign vessels participating in the 

IPY Scientific Program. An agreement was reached to reduce from 6 to 3 months 

the length of time needed to process applications for conducting expeditions in the 

exclusive economic zone of the Russian Federation 



I am sure that the IPY will be a role model of international scientific cooperation in 

the Arctic, while its outcomes will give an impetus to the study for long years as it 

was 50 years ago during the period of the International Geophysical Year.  

To stress the political importance of the International Polar Year and attract the 

attention of the general public a decision was made to celebrate an Arctic Day in 

the Kremlin on 2 September 2007 to symbolically open the IPY. Taking the 

opportunity, I would like to invite you, ladies and gentlemen, to participate in this 

ceremony.  

Let me congratulate the Russian delegation and you in person, Mr. Chairman with 

the successful completion of the chairmanship in the Arctic Council although as a 

polar researcher I feel pity that these two years slipped away too fast. The Russian 

chairmanship gave us a new impetus in our work. I would like to wish Norway, 

which will be the Chairman, every success in this important field, and to wish all 

the Arctic Council Members effective cooperation in solving the problems our 

countries face. 

 

Thank you for your attention 


