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Chair, distinguished Ministers, Indigenous leaders, brothers and sisters of the 
Arctic. 
 
First the Saami Council would like to congratulate the Russian Chairmanship for 
its able leadership of the Arctic Council. We now see the Sustainable 
Development Action Plan in place. We hope this will become an efficient 
instrument for identifying gaps in knowledge and lead to actions for promoting 
sustainable development in the Arctic.  
 
The Arctic, our homeland, has again become an attractive region for people 
from outside. The Arctic is rich in resources still to be explored and is, at the 
same time, still also one of the most peaceful spots on the earth. We are already 
seeing an increase in demand for the resources of the north, and expect that 
demand to continue ever upward. This can bring benefits for our Arctic 
communities, but also huge challenges.  
 
Oil and gas activities particularly are major drivers of social, economic and 
environmental changes in the Arctic. While the wealth of these activities flows 
south, we are left with the environmental, social, and cultural impacts of the 
exploration, construction and shipping activities. 
 
We will not accept outsiders coming to the Arctic, taking out the resources and 
degrading our land, without even having the common courtesy to ask. The 
Saami have watched states build a large part of their wealth on our rivers, fjords, 
mountains and forests. We will watch no longer. We have to enter a new phase 
where governments and multinational corporations stop doing the wrong things, 
and start doing the right. We have never given up our inherent right to our 
territories, however, for large parts of the Saami area, our land and governance 
rights are still not respected. 
 
We are encouraged that such organizations as the Arctic Council recognize the 
unique knowledge and strengths that spring from our culture, and the other 
indigenous cultures of the Arctic. As pointed out in the Arctic Human 
Development Report, for our cultures to continue to thrive, we also need 
recognition of our rights to our traditional lands and resources. These rights are 
set to be recognized in international law. Arctic states can lead this process, or 
they can follow, but it is a path that all must eventually tread. 
 



Mr Chair, 
 
The Arctic Council is not a place where we normally single out individual 
countries. Nevertheless we feel that it is appropriate when there is positive news. 
We applaud Sweden for its recent recognition of the Saami people’s right to 
self-determination. Sweden made this move in its latest report to the United 
Nations Human Rights Committee. This is a huge step forward and of 
paramount importance to the Saami in Sweden. We look forward to the 
promised implementation of this to the common benefit of the Saami people as a 
whole. We hope other states will see this as a positive example. 
 
 
Mr Chair, once again we must thank Russia for its leadership over the past two 
years. The Saami Council looks forward to the Norwegian chairmanship and 
holds great expectations for its program. As Saami, we look forward to hosting 
you all on our traditional lands, and assure you of a warm welcome as you move 
from one of our countries to another. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 


