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We have just concluded the Fifth Ministerial Session of the Arctic Council, at which 
we summed up the Russian Chairmanship and heard the plans for the next two-year 
period when Norway will head up this Council.  

We value the Arctic Council as an organization which helps unite efforts by 
governments, states, parliamentarians, indigenous peoples, scientists, and business 
people in the interests of developing the North, where the problems of the Arctic 
countries are largely common and in the majority can be solved through their joint 
efforts.  

At the head of the Council for two years, Russia strove to ensure a well-balanced 
approach to all three components of cooperation - the environmental, economic and 
social - and saturate the Council's work with maximally concrete projects. I won't list 
them all: there were over 70 of them.  

We are grateful to our colleagues for their support during our Chairmanship of the 
Russian initiative to enrich the activities of the Arctic Council with a cultural 
dimension. We consider efforts to preserve the traditions, history and customs of 
northern indigenous peoples extremely important.  

Among the tasks we have yet to tackle are projects to develop the transport 
dimension, questions associated with the development of information and 
communication technologies in the North as well as the idea of forging an energy 
dialogue here.  

We today heard at the meeting the Norwegian Chairmanship's priorities: particular 
attention will be devoted to climate change issues and environmental problems as a 
whole. The Norwegian Foreign Minister, Mr. Jonas Gahr Store, will tell you about 
other matters himself. We will actively support these priorities and do everything to 
ensure that the Arctic Council continues to build up its activities in the next two years.  

Question: How do you assess the outcomes of Russia's two-year Chairmanship of the 
Arctic Council? With what feelings, objectives, and hopes is the baton being passed to 
Norway and how convincing do you think the contribution of the Russian 
Chairmanship has turned out to be here, on Yamal?  

Foreign Minister Lavrov: I have already touched on the results of our Chairmanship. 
It's not for us to judge how successful it was - our Arctic Council partners will judge. 
But, I repeat it, we did our very best to ensure that all the projects, numbering more 
than 70, that were being carried out during our Chairmanship, were maximally 
concrete: the projects to destroy persistent pollutants, Russia's National Action Plan to 
protect the marine environment from land-based pollution, the Program to monitor 



radioactive discharges and many other things, including environmental protection, 
economic, social and cultural aspects.  

Probably the main thing is that to achieve success within the Arctic Council it's not 
enough for the presiding country just to invent some theoretically substantiated if 
important projects. The main thing is that there should be the possibility to translate 
them into real-life practice. And in this sense, of course, the experience of the 
Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Area, the concrete experience of Salekhard is invaluably 
helpful to Russia's effective participation in the Arctic Council.  

Question: The European three have submitted a new draft resolution on Iran, 
including a number of sanctions, particularly regarding nuclear cooperation. It says 
this does not affect Bushehr. Will Russia support this resolution?  

Foreign Minister Lavrov: The draft resolution you mentioned has just appeared. We 
are studying it. We will study it based on our position which is, above all, that it's 
necessary to establish conditions for a negotiated solution to the Iranian problem, a 
solution which would secure a nonviolation of the nonproliferation regime, on one 
hand, and ensure the lawful rights of all bona fide members of the NPT to peaceful 
use of nuclear energy, on the other.  

IAEA, which is a key player in this process, a professional player, still has a number 
of questions about certain aspects of Iran's nuclear program, and until the clarification 
of these questions, we will be ready to discuss ways of nonsupply to Iran of sensitive 
technologies related to uranium enrichment and spent fuel reprocessing, that is on the 
themes, regarding which IAEA inspectors still have questions.  

But our goal is to eliminate the risks of sensitive technologies getting into the hands of 
Iran until the IAEA clarifies the issues of interest to it, while maintaining all possible 
channels of communication with Iran. It seems to me that, in this context, the draft 
resolution presented clearly fails to match those tasks the six nations agreed on. So we 
shall see what the outcome is.  
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