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Thank you, Lene and Kuupik 

 

As Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of the Government of the Faroes, I am both pleased and 

honored to represent my country here today. For me personally it is a welcome chance to visit 

Greenland once again. I also have the honor of being the first Faroese minister to attend an 

Arctic Council ministerial meeting. So I would like join my Danish and Greenlandic friends and 

hosts in welcoming you all to this ministerial meeting. It marks the end of a very constructive 

joint chairmanship over the past two years.  

 

The Faroe Islands were proud to host the meeting of the Senior Arctic Officials in our capital 

Tórshavn last October. Our active participation in the work and chairmanship of the Council in 

recent years has given new vision and inspiration to our own future role in this important 

cooperation.  

 

The Faroes have opportunities on many levels to engage with our circumpolar colleagues 

through the Arctic Council. We value this cooperation with our neighbours across the High 

North, and we see it as absolutely vital for stability and economic prosperity in our common 

region. Through this forum we aim to develop links and opportunities with all our Arctic partners 

more actively in the years to come.   

 

For the meeting at hand, I am very much looking forward to our discussions here today. I am 

pleased to be part of a process that can only strengthen the bonds of friendship and understanding 

between our countries and peoples - small and large together around the same table.  
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Thank you Chair / Kuupik, 

 

The Gulf Stream and climate change 

The Faroe Islands are situated in the direct path of the Gulf Stream, which keeps our waters 

productive and full of fish, and also much warmer than you would expect at 62 degrees North. 

Our close relationship with the rough seas and ocean climate has shaped our way of life in the 

Faroes and kept us strong. It has taught us that we must always be prepared to adapt to change. 

But the pace and pressure of the changes we are seeing today present us with greater challenges 

than ever before. Changes in the ocean currents around us caused by a warming climate can have 

enormous impacts on the fish stocks which are vital for our economy.  

 

Increased shipping and maritime safety 

We are seeing much heavier shipping activities in our own backyard around the Faroes, both 

industrial cargo transport as well as a growth in the number and size of cruise ships.  We 

welcome the opportunities that new shipping routes and increased tourist interest in the North 

bring with them, but there are also greater risks involved, which we must be ready to deal with 

together.   

 

This is why I very much welcome the Arctic Search and Rescue Agreement. This is a landmark 

for the Arctic Council. It shows that Arctic cooperation can turn words into firm and binding 

commitments. It commits us to work actively together and be better prepared to take real action, 

when and where it may be needed. For the Faroe Islands, the signing of this agreement clearly 

underlines our competence and commitment to working with our international partners on 

maritime safety and emergency response.  

 

We have promising prospects for future offshore oil production in the Faroese area. So we also 

look forward to contributing to work on an instrument for Arctic marine oil pollution 

preparedness and response.  In all cases we must not forget that the primary responsibility and 

liability for maritime safety and protection of the marine environment lies with the businesses 

and operators using the seas for their activities. Our job as politicians is to make sure they are 

accountable in the case of accidents or emergencies. 

 

Seizing the Arctic future 

I urge us all to seize the Arctic future. We need to seize all opportunities to safeguard the seas 

and oceans around us and to develop their huge potential as a source of food, energy and 

transport in a sustainable way.  The pressures are growing and we need to understand better what 

is going on and how we can fill the knowledge gaps. We need to focus our cooperation on these 

issues through a strong Arctic Council.  We will also be focussing on these very same issues at 

the Nordic Oceans Conference – Seas the Future - to be held in Tórshavn next month, and which 

will coincide with World Oceans Day on the 8
th

 of June. 



 

Focus on the people of the Arctic 

I believe that what keeps Arctic cooperation dynamic and meaningful is our strong common 

focus on the human dimension. We, the people who live in the High North, know better than 

anyone how important it is to take care of the environment and its resources. We depend on 

them. They have formed our unique lifestyles and cultures for centuries. We must work together 

to make sure that we keep this focus strong.     

 


