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Mdm. Chair, Indigenous leaders, brothers and sisters of the Arctic, Ministers. 

 

First the Saami Council would like to congratulate the Danish Chairmanship on 

its very able leadership of the Arctic Council. We recognize the ongoing process 

of strengthening the Arctic Council, and we appreciate that the role of the 

permanent participants in the Council has been a full part of the process and that 

our role also has been strengthened.  

 

We welcome the latest Arctic knowledge presented in the assessments and 

reports prepared by the Working Groups and task forces for this Ministerial 

meeting. This is useful knowledge for our people in preparing our cultures for 

the ongoing and expected change in the Arctic environment where we live our 

lives. We trust that the Member states appreciate our contribution to the work as 

valuable, and that they will increasingly incorporate indigenous perspectives 

when developing national Arctic strategies. 

 

Mdm. Chair, The Saami people depend on healthy ecosystems and environment 

in the Arctic as basis for our culture and livelihoods. Increased access to non-

renewable resources in our homelands has created a “race to the Arctic” never 

seen before. As new people now flow into to the Arctic in great numbers, we see 

that effective and best possible search and rescue measures needs to be in place. 

Saami Council therefore welcomes the Agreement on Cooperation in 

Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue in the Arctic.  



We expect that the Arctic States will increasingly cooperate in Arctic affairs 

through negotiating treaties, as the agreement to develop an international 

instrument on Arctic marine oil pollution preparedness and response 

demonstrates. Such future instruments will likely be of interest also to the 

indigenous peoples living of the Arctic. The Saami Council therefore 

underscores that it is of critical importance that the permanent participants are 

allowed to participate as equal partners in such negotiations. If not, the unique 

partnership between indigenous peoples and states developed in the Arctic 

Council is at stake. 

 

The Arctic is seeing increased efforts to exploit the natural resources of the 

region. In this context, the Saami Council points to the fact that the right to 

benefit sharing as an international norm has gained quick and broad support 

during the last few years. International law now demands that proceeds are 

shared with indigenous peoples when resources are extracted from our 

territories. The Arctic Council should direct increased attention to benefit 

sharing, as a way to improve the living conditions for the indigenous peoples of 

the Arctic. That is particularly so since some Arctic states, notably those in 

which the Saami people resides, are not at the forefront in this development.  

Canada, on the other hand, can provide some useful examples of good practices 

in this regard.  

 

Mdm. Chair, to Arctic reindeer herding peoples, no resource is more important 

than pasture land. Two weeks ago, the Swedish Supreme Court delivered its 

ruling in a true land-mark case on Saami land rights. Breaking with Swedish 

law’s conventional position, the Supreme Court accustomed the test on whether 

Saami reindeer herding communities had established grazing right to land to the 

Saami culture. The Supreme Court based its ruling on what constitute customary 

practices in reindeer husbandry, rather than on Swedish real-estate law. With 



this new approach, the Court found that the communities had established 

property rights to an extensive land-area. The ruling sets a fundamental 

precedent, as it indicates that Saami reindeer herding communities hold property 

rights to all the Saami traditional territory in Sweden. But a number of Saami 

reindeer herding communities, in particular in Härjedalen County, had lost 

pasture lands in court proceedings in lower courts prior to the recent Supreme 

Court rulings. The Supreme Court has now confirmed that the previous rulings 

were culturally biased and race-discriminatory. The Saami Council calls on the 

Swedish government to rectify these past injustices and expropriate the areas in 

dispute, rather than to push the communities to sign tenancy fee agreements that 

jeopardize continued reindeer husbandry in the area. For those interested, the 

Saami Council has produced fact sheet outlining the history of these cases.         

 

Finally, the Saami Council welcomes the Arctic Council’s initiatives to address 

issues on Arctic Change and resilience and the call for an assessment of the 

current state of human development in the Arctic. We consider that an 

assessment of the Arctic Indigenous Language constitutes an integral part of this 

work. When the Arctic states today sign a Marine Search and Rescue agreement, 

we also hope that the Arctic states support a search and rescue initiative for 

Arctic indigenous languages.  

 

Mdm. Chair, having extended our gratitude to Denmark for its leadership over 

the past two years, the Saami Council looks forward to the Swedish 

chairmanship and holds great expectations for its program and priorities. We 

seriously appreciate that Sweden from the outset has made a point of involving 

the Saami in their preparations for the Chairmanship. We trust that this 

cooperation will continue and stand ready to contribute to highlighting the 

human dimension in the Arctic Council’s work during Sweden’s Chairmanship. 

- Thank you for your attention. 


