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Written Statement by the Delegation of Japan  

at the Seventh Ministerial Meeting of the Arctic Council 

12 May 2011 

Nuuk, Greenland 

 

The delegation of Japan would like to express, on behalf of the Government of 

Japan, its sincere appreciation to the Chairmanship of Denmark and other Members of the 

Arctic Council for inviting Japan as an ad-hoc observer to this Seventh Ministerial 

Meeting. It is the first time for Japan to attend the Council’s Ministerial Meeting as an 

ad-hoc observer since Japan witnessed, as an observer, the establishment of the Council 

in Ottawa in 1996. The delegation of Japan would also like to extend its gratitude to the 

Council for allowing it to distribute this brief statement. 

  

Japan pays tribute to the role played by the Arctic Council as a high level 

intergovernmental forum to provide means for promoting cooperation, coordination and 

interaction among its eight Member States, with an active involvement of the Permanent 

Participants. We also highly appreciate the Council’s concrete activities undertaken 

through the work of the six Working Groups with specific mandates under the major 

objectives of environmental protection and sustainable development of the Arctic. 

 

Following the announcement by the then State Secretary for Foreign Affairs 

Hashimoto of Japan’s intention to become a permanent observer in the Arctic Council at 

the joint Meeting of the Arctic Council and the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting on 

the occasion of the 50
th

 anniversary meeting of the Antarctic Treaty in Washington D.C. 

in April 2009, Japan submitted its formal application for a permanent observer status in 

the Arctic Council in July 2009. Since then, Japan has been allowed to participate as an 

ad-hoc observer in SAO meetings and Working Groups as well as the Vice-Ministers’ 

Meeting in Copenhagen in May 2010. We are grateful for being invited to those meetings. 

  

Japan is not an arctic state, but a maritime state surrounded by sea. Japan relies 

largely on marine transportation for most of its trade. The newly emerging situation in the 

Arctic Ocean resulting from climate change and the decrease of sea ice is a matter of 

concern not only for the Arctic region, but for the whole world, not least Japan which is 

making great efforts to protect the global environment. Such changes in the Arctic also 

provide opportunities for new types of cooperation in many areas including scientific 

research, environmental protection and sustainable development. We have already 
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observed that active discussions on the emerging issues relating to the Arctic are taking 

place through participation in several meetings within the framework of the Council as 

mentioned before. We see all the more importance of the Arctic Council and its work 

under such circumstances, as we think that it can deal with the issues in a practical way.  

 

Japan has continuously conducted observation on global environment and 

climate, and marine scientific research in the Arctic, cooperating with researchers from 

various states including Member States of the Arctic Council and organizations, through 

the following competent research institutes: The “National Institute of Polar Research 

(NIPR)” which conducts research activities by utilizing its observing station at 

Ny-Alesund, Svalbard since 1991, and the “Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and 

Technology (JAMSTEC)”, by using its Oceanographic Research Vessel called “Mirai” 

(which means “future” in Japanese.).  “Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA)” 

and “Japan Oil, Gas and Metals National Corporation (JOGMEC)” are also leading 

research institutes which conduct monitoring and research activities in the Arctic region. 

With the knowledge and experience acquired through the aforementioned research 

activities, Japan believes that it can contribute to the work of the Arctic Council in a 

constructive way. With this background, Japan has applied for a permanent observer 

status in the Arctic Council with the determination to make a constructive and effective 

contribution to the discussions and work undertaken by the Arctic Council and to work 

together with the Council’s Member States as well as its Permanent Participants and 

Observers. Upon request from the Council, Japan has been providing additional 

information of its determination and ability to become a permanent observer.  

 

Japan wishes to assure all the participants at this Nuuk Ministerial Meeting of its 

firm determination and ability to make a useful and substantial contribution to the work of 

the Council. It is thus Japan’s strong wish that an early decision by the Council to approve 

Japan’s application for a permanent observer status will be made.  

 

The delegation of Japan would like to express its deepest appreciation for the 

outstanding leadership and work of the Danish chairmanship in the last two years and for 

the cooperation and assistance provided by the chair to Japan. It also wishes great success 

to the next chairmanship of Sweden to which Japan assures its continued cooperation.      

                                                                                                         

(End) 


