
 

 

 

  

Presentation by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Sweden, Mr Carl Bildt, on the Swedish Programme for the 
Chairmanship of the Arctic Council at the 7th session 
of the Arctic Council in Nuuk on May 12, 2011 

 
Mrs Chairwoman 
 
The Arctic Council is a success story. It has for 15 years been the 
preeminent actor in the development of the Arctic. Despite challenges 
that in other parts of the world have lead to tension, we have 
maintained the close and pragmatic cooperation between the Arctic 
states and indigenous peoples. 
 
Sweden is proud to assume the chairmanship of the Arctic Council and 
to continue the excellent work by Denmark during the last two years. 
Thanks to you, and to previous chairmanships, the Arctic Council has 
developed into an established forum for confidence building and 
regional cooperation in the Arctic. Our ambition is to continue to 
strenghten the Arctic Council. 
 
During our chairmanship, Sweden wants to give priority to issues that 
will promote environmentally and socially sustainable development of 
the Arctic. 
 
Environment and Climate 
 
Mrs Chairwoman 
 
The sustainability of oil and natural gas exploitation is key in the 
development of the Arctic. It is high on the agenda in the member 
states and essential work on the issue has been done in the Arctic 
Council. It is important to continue this work. We will focus work on 
preparedness for and prevention of oil emissions. As a follow up to our 
successful negotiation of the Search and Rescue agreement Sweden 
will also, as a priority, work on developing an instrument to coordinate 
the Arctic states to deal with oilspill from exploitation or 
transportation. 
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The temperature in the Arctic has increased at twice the rate of the 
global average over the past 100 years. The best protection for the 
Arctic climate is an ambitious global climate agreement that stops 
global warming below 2 degrees. Sweden will therefore help to raise 
the profile of Arctic issues in international fora, with a view to 
achieving more ambitious global emissions reductions.  
 
In addition to action on persistent gases, such as carbondioxide, we 
will need to continue to address black carbon and other short lived 
climate forcers. Since they have a more local impact and it is an area 
where we, the Arctic countries, can take measures that will directly 
benefit the Arctic region. 
 
The Arctic is in a phase of rapid and unpredictable change. Climate 
change is the factor most often mentioned, but increased exploitation 
of natural resources and other commercial activities are also major 
factors of change in the region. It is important to better understand 
the impact of all these factors in the Arctic and what might be done to 
reduce their risks. We will therefore, as part of the proposed major 
project Arctic Change Assessment, undertake a project on the 
resilience of Arctic nature and communities. In other words – their 
ability and capacity to manage and overcome disturbances. 
 
During our Chairmanship, the Arctic Council will also study the 
possibility of initiating work on eco-system based management. The 
important work in Arctic Biodiversity Assessment and the Arctic 
Ocean Review will be finalized in 2013. 
 
Human dimension  
 
Mrs Chairwoman, 
 
As I said in my previous statement, the Arctic is first and foremost a 
home to the people who live there. The Swedish chairmanship will 
make it a high priority to involve indigenous peoples in the work of 
the Arctic Council and promote their interests in matters of 
intergovernmental relevance.  
 
The Swedish chairmanship will, as a priority, strengthen and focus the 
Arctic Council’s work on the economic and social issues. Attention will 
also be given to gender equality. 
 
Positive economic development is a core issue for people living in the 
Arctic. The Arctic Council should initiate a discussion, in cooperation 
with the business community, on how the private sector can 
contribute to sustainable economic development in the Arctic region. 
 



   

 

3 

Closely linked to climate change and other environmental 
disturbances is the issue of food security and safety. The Arctic Council 
should contribute to development of strategies and capacity building 
to ensure that the people in the Arctic have a secure supply of safe 
food and drinking water. Research and sharing of traditional 
knowledge are key elements in this context. 
 
Strengthen the AC 
 
Mrs. Chairwoman  
 
The Swedish chairmanship will as a priority implement the decisions 
that we have taken today on the strengthening of the Arctic Council. 
We will establish the Secretariat in 2013 and revise the rules of 
procedure.  
 
Another way of strengthening the Arctic Council is for it to better 
react to current events in the Arctic. If there are ongoing development 
that affects the Arctic, it is important that the Arctic Council does not 
wait until the next Senior Arctic Officials meeting or next ministerial 
meeting to act. 
 
We must improve our possibility to act more rapidly by presenting 
fact-based analysis and a coordinated approach among the Arctic 
States. We have the tools for such an approach with the great 
knowledge and experience of the working groups and a well 
coordinated group of Senior Arctic Officials handling day-to-day 
affairs. 
 
Communication 
 
Ms Chairperson, 
 
Since its inception, the Arctic Council has undertaken a lot of 
important work to define the status of the Arctic region from an 
environmental, economic and social perspective and to pinpoint the 
challenges that face us.  
 
But it is not enough to establish the facts. We need to increase our 
efforts to communicate these findings as well as our recommendations 
and commitments. By doing so, we can create a factually based 
perception of the Arctic among both the general public and decision 
makers.  
 
The Swedish Chairmanship intends to prioritise communications 
issues in various ways. We will develop the Arctic Council’s first 
Communication Strategy.  
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We have already in our preparation of our chairmanship worked on 
giving the Arctic Council website a well needed makeover which will 
be launched shortly after this meeting. This website should be the first 
and granted address if you are looking for relevant news or 
background material on the Arctic. I am happy to invite you for a first 
preview, let’s have a look. 
 


