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Thank you Madamme Chair. 

 

Ministers and Representatives, 

Permanent Participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Today, it’s Greenland’s turn to host a Ministerial Meeting of the Arctic 

Council, the seventh in a row. By a twist of fate, it has fallen upon my 

shoulders to stand here today and extend a most cordial welcome to you, 

the international community of the Arctic peoples and governments. I’m 

very honoured to represent the people of Greenland on this occasion and I 

can assure you that we are very proud to host the first Ministerial Meeting 

of the Arctic Council in Greenland – tikilluaritsi, welcome.   

 

Ever since the Arctic Council was born fifteen years ago, Greenland has 

been a strong supporter of the Council. I myself have seen the Council 

grow from the beginning to become in fact the international political 
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decision-making body in this part of the world today. It is an amazing 

story and I am proud to be part of it.  

 

The way I see it, the main difference between past and present is 

definitely the immense progress we have been able to make at the 

different levels of the organisation, in particular due to the scientific 

community. There is no doubt in my mind that the Council has a 

promising future and, to this end, I would like to extend my gratitude to 

everyone of you, officials as well as scientists, who has done a great job 

in preparing this long awaited event.  

 

This Ministerial Meeting finds Greenland in springtime. The messenger 

of spring in our part of the world, the snow bunting, is back again – the 

optimistic summer is near. This is also true for the Arctic Council. We 

highly value the Council as a unique forum of modern joint decision-

making by governments as well as representatives of the indigenous 

peoples and regional governments. Only in the Arctic Council, we find a 

regional mechanism, which takes the indigenous peoples into account in 

the ”bigger picture” – in an open and responsible manner.  

 

What’s also true is that the Arctic is at peril. I am talking about the 

rapidly escalating warming of the climate. I am talking about the 

vanishing traditional ways of life. I am talking about the current 

transformations in terms of geography, demography, economy, culture 

and, in particular globalization. Let me stress for a moment, that we claim 

the right to development – an entrenched right in international law – and 

if we want the Arctic Council to succeed, the governments have a sacred 
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duty to respect not only in words, but also in deed, the universal right to 

development by the residents and indigenous peoples of the Arctic.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I am sure that every one of us present to day is committed to make a 

difference in that regard. The whole world is watching us and the pressure 

to act is growing every day. I guess we all know that. In my mind, the 

obvious thing to do is to look ahead and work on how to improve the way 

we conduct our co-operation in a manner that meets the basic and long-

term aspirations of the indigenous peoples in the Arctic. Arctic is more 

than climate change. It is more than sustainable development. It is more 

than making plans for the future. It is above all about people, namely the 

inhabitants of the Arctic since time immemorial. I am sure that I have 

your commitment to stand up to this challenge. 

 

In closing, I wish to extend my personal compliments to the Chair – the 

Honourable Lene Espersen of Denmark – for being in charge of the 

progress, which we are proud to be part of. It has been – as always – a 

pleasure to elaborate the close relationship between our two countries, 

always exploring how to make ends meet. Thank you for an inspiring 

leadership. 

 

May this Ministerial Meeting be a giant step for a stronger co-operation in 

the future. 

 

Qujanaq – thank you for your attention.  


