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Dear Ministers, Permanent Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

 First I would like to thank the people of Nuuk for inviting us to your 

wonderful home, showing us the great beauty, and for your great hospitality. 

 Also, on behalf of the Aleut International Association, I would like to 

join the previous speakers in congratulating Denmark on a successful 

chairmanship leading to this historical meeting.  It shows to the world that 

the Arctic now is indeed an important arena for major decisions in 

governance, natural resources management, and international cooperation. 

 To me, however, this is not just an important international theatre of 

events; this is my home.  This is the place where my ancestors lived for 

thousands of years and this is the place where my children will continue to 

live.  I want to see my home prosperous, protected, and filled with laughter 

of healthy children.  How can we achieve this?  How can we identify threats 

and take timely and adequate measures to assure the my children and your 

children will inherit sustainable Arctic?  How can we be better prepared for 

new opportunities that are knocking at our doors? 

 I don’t have answers to these questions and I don’t think that any 

single individual or country has these answers either.  It is only our 

collective efforts and good will that could pave the way for finding true 

solutions.  This is why the Arctic Council is so important.  It is the place 

where our cooperation results in new knowledge about the Arctic 

environment and how to protect it, about its peoples and their rich history in 

this region.  This new knowledge should ultimately lead us to new 

international agreements and national policies aimed at sustainable future of 

the Arctic.  Today a groundbreaking agreement will be signed. 



 

 

 There is another crucial factor why it is the Arctic Council that should 

be spearheading development of international instruments governing in the 

Arctic.  This is the only forum where Arctic Indigenous Peoples are equal 

participants in all discussions.  Our engagement is important because it 

enables the States to make better informed decision, hopefully, leading to 

better policies in the region. 

 The Arctic Council is undergoing important changes that will help it 

become a more efficient body but we need to be vigilant that the role of 

permanent participants is strengthened as well. 

 Permanent Participants are non-profit organizations and their 

sustainability and ability to engage in the work of the Arctic Council 

requires external funding.  On behalf of the Aleut International Association I 

would like to thank the United States Department of State for their 

continuous support, the Oak Foundation for awarding grants enabling us to 

participate in the work of the Arctic Council, and the United States National 

Science Foundation for supporting our research efforts. 

 Today we are talking about challenges and opportunities in the new 

Arctic.  I would like to pass the microphone to our executive director, 

Victoria Gofman, who will continue on challenges and opportunities in the 

Arctic. 

 

Thank you. 


