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Again, let me thank each of the presenters for bringing us 
up to date on the challenges and opportunities you see for 
the Arctic. 
 
At the World Summit for Sustainable Development in 
Johannesburg, many of us talked about the capacity of 
public-private partnerships to promote sustainable 
development.   
 
The United States recognizes that the Arctic Council is an 
excellent example of such a partnership for sustainable 
development.   
 
We are particularly pleased with the progress report on the 
Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA) approved two years 
ago by Ministers in Barrow, Alaska.  
 

• Indigenous communities, federal and state officials in 
all Arctic states, top physical and social scientists 
in public and private institutions have joined 
together to carry out this assessment of the impact of 
climate change on the Arctic.   

 
• The United States is pleased to provide leadership and 

financial support for this regional assessment and 
thanks all of those people in the room for their 
positive engagement in this undertaking.   

 
• The Climate Impact Assessment exemplifies the 

President’s support for scientific studies that will 
provide policy makers with the practical information 
they need to make informed decisions at the local and 
regional level.   

 
• Dr. Corell’s presentation is a reminder to us that a 

“one size fits all” understanding of climate change 
can be misguided, especially when it comes to 



considering the impacts of those changes on particular 
communities and environments.  

 
The United States also is pleased with the progress made in 
by the Council in promoting improvements in human heath in 
the Arctic.   
 

• The International Circumpolar Surveillance network for 
infectious diseases continues to expand and already 
has made a positive difference in the way public 
health officials in North America respond to outbreaks 
of certain infectious diseases.   

 
• Arctic nations are leaders in the use of information 

technology to meet the medical needs of remote 
communities.  We believe there will be value added to 
our domestic knowledge for all who join in exchanging 
information about evaluating telemedicine programs.    

 
• We also welcome the continuing work of the Expert 

Group that is monitoring and evaluating the effects of 
POPs and heavy metals on human health in the Arctic.   

 
• The United States will encourage and support attention 

to human health issues in the Arctic Human Development 
Report being proposed by Iceland.   

 
 
 
 
   


