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Mister Chairman, Ministers, Dear Colleagues and Friends! 
 
The global Rio-process and  the sub-regional Arctic partnership process for Sustainable 
Development found each other in the Johannesburg Summit, and – hopefully – made a good start 
for a continuous and fruitful dialogue. 
Our common presence and productive cooperation in Johannesburg was a small step to us, the 
government and indigenous delegates, but a major step to the global sustainable development 
process. 
 
The Johannesburg Declaration emphasizes the three dimensions of sustainable development at all 
levels and a common resolve to eradicate poverty, change consumption and production patterns and 
protect and manage the natural resource base. 
 
The declaration also stresses the importance of human solidarity and urges the promotion of 
dialogue and cooperation among the world´s civilizations. The document stresses women´s 
empowerment and emancipation and the vital role of indigenous peoples. 
 
The declaration gives us in the Arctic Council confidence that our cooperation is on the right track, 
and in many respect we are forerunners and a model to other regions in the world. A major 
advancement in Johannesburg was the greater integration of the three dimensions of sustainable 
development. Social and economic needs were as much on the agenda in Johannesburg as the 
environment, which was the predominant theme in Rio. 
 
I can see a parallel development here in the Arctic Council agenda. We are gradually moving 
towards more close integration of the environmental, social and economic dimensions of 
sustainable development. The Arctic Council has a Sustainable Development Program described in 
the Framework Document on Sustainable Development, and an expert working group for its 
implementation. 
 
So far the major part of the working group activities are targeted to ensure a firm knowledge base 
for sustainable development. In that respect we are very jellous to the AMAP and CAFF working 
groups for their extensive reports. SDWG is eagerly waiting for the positive decision by the Arctic 
Council to start up the project on producing the Arctic Human Development Report. There´s an 
urgent need for comparable and up-to-date information on the living conditions covering the whole 
circumpolar North. 
 
Mr. Chairman 
 
As a chair of the SDWG I am very happy about the draft Inari declaration stating that you, the 
ministers, would commit to develop an action plan on sustainable development to realize the 
Framework  Document adopted by the ministers in Barrow, the priorities in the Inari Declaration, 
latest scientific knowledge and the decisions by the Johannesburg WSSD 2002, with the aim to 
adopt this action plan at the next Arctic Council ministerial meeting. 
 
This is a very challenging task, but we shall get help from the new secretariate to be established 
with the generous offer by Canada to host it and with hopefully very generous contributions by the 
member countries. 



 
Ladies and gentlemen 
 
I´d like to mention some of our projects and cooperative activities. 
 
1) We have been active in clustering and networking many health-related projects, health experts 
and institutes. We shall continue in facilitating the cooperation in the health sector. 
 
2) The Greenland-led project "Survey of Living Conditions in the Arctic" will produce a new 
approach for assessing the well-being and living conditions of the northernmost communities. The 
SLICA project will be an important contribution for the better understanding of political and more 
practical tasks in front of us. 
 
3) There´s a growing need to strengthen the efforts in the field of economic cooperation. We are 
proud of our projects on Sustainable Tourism and Sustainable Reindeer Husbandry, to be followed 
by a very promising project on Product Development and Processing in Sustainable Reindeer 
Husbandry. 
But, new projects and cooperative activities are needed to strengthen the wealth and wellbeing of 
arctic communities. 
 
4) Sustainable Development is about capacity building – about increasing the human and social 
capital and the wealth of the northern communities while preserving the natural capital. 
Sustainable Development Working Group organized a very successful workshop on capacity 
building. The workshop identified numerous capacities that were needed to increase the power to 
achieve sustainable development in the arctic. 
 
The whole Arctic Council with its working groups and activities is increasing the social capital of 
the northern communities and especially of our permanent participants. 
 
Let us strengthen the capacity of this extraordinary regional forum to meet the challenges of 
sustainable development!  
 


