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Mr. Chair, allow me to address the Inari Declaration on behalf of all the Permanent 
Participants. 
 
It is of critical importance that the Arctic Council accurately identifies indigenous peoples as 
�peoples�.   
 
Indigenous peoples are �peoples� under international law.  As other peoples, indigenous 
peoples have distinct historical, political, and cultural identities, with a traditional connection 
to their land, the criteria normally used to identify a �people� under international law.  There 
is no distinction between indigenous and non-indigenous peoples in this regard.  Indigenous 
peoples � as other peoples � are united by their histories and distinct societies, as well as by 
their languages, laws and traditions.  Indigenous peoples are �peoples� in every legal, 
political, social, cultural and ethnological meaning of the term. 
 
Any attempt to identify indigenous peoples as anything less than peoples is therefore 
derogatory, unscientific and illogical.  Moreover, it constitutes discrimination based on race, 
and thus run contrary to the UN Charter and is also otherwise illegal under international law. 
 
At the World Summit on Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 
September 2002, the world community took one significant step forward.  The Political 
Declaration adopted by the World Summit accurately referred to indigenous peoples as 
�peoples�, without qualification.  The Johannesburg conference thereby marked a milestone 
in indigenous peoples� struggle for recognition.  Finally, the world community recognized 
indigenous peoples as equal in dignity, value and rights with other peoples. 
 
Indigenous peoples have thus fought a long battle to be recognized as �peoples� by the United 
Nations and its member states.  The precedence established by the Johannesburg conference is 
therefore of utmost importance.  Any reference to �people�, �populations�, �communities�, or 
any other derogatory term, would constitute a step backwards compared with the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, and would be an unjustified deviation 
from an already established practise within the United Nations. 
 
In conclusion, I�d like to thank the Arctic Parlamentarians for supporting us and also all the 
governments present here of approving the Johannesburg declaration and thus recognizing 
Indigenous Peoples as �peoples�. We the PPs hope the governments adopt the Inari-
declaration and the reference to  �Indigenous Peoples� without any footnotes or caveat. 
Otherwise the credibility of the whole Arctic Council model is at stake. 
 
Thank you!  


