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5.5 The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

CAFF is in discussions with the Secretariat of the
CBD on the potential for cooperation and signing of
a Memorandum of Cooperation between CAFF and
the CBD.

5.6 The Sustaining Arctic Observing Network
(SAON)

CAFF has been active in
the SAON Process and has
participated in each of the SAON
workshops. In support of the
coordinated action requested
by the SAOs regarding an
Arctic observing network as
referred to in the 2006 Salekhard Declaration the
CBMP is recognized as the biodiversity component
of SAON. CAFF through the Circumpolar Biodiversity
Monitoring Programme helped to develop the 2™
SAON workshop held in Edmonton in April, 2008. The
CBMP Chair co-chaired the Terrestrial Observation
Networks session at the 2" SAON workshop. CAFF
also played an active role in the final SAON workshop
which was tasked with developing the SAON report
and recommendations to the Arctic Council. CAFF
remains prepared to actively participate in the next
phase of the SAON process.

At a recent Ministerial conference on the Arctic held in
Monaco in November 2008 the conference declaration
noted the need to make an important European
contribution to support a future SAON.

5.7 The International Polar Year (IPY)

CAFF has in the previous two years placed a strong
focus on the International Polar Year (IPY). CAFF
involvement in IPY included: endorsement of IPY

projects; benefiting from Research generated by IPY
projects and contributing to IPY legacy. The following
list outlines those IPY proposals which have received
CAFF support:

* Arctic Biodiversity of Chars — Network for
Monitoring and Research.

» Arctic Freshwater Biodiversity Monitoring and
Research Network.

» Arctic Portal - a comprehensive gateway to the
Arctic on the internet.

» Back to the Future (BTF) - changes in high
latitude terrestrial ecosystem structures and
functions.

» Bering Sea Sub-Network of Community-Based
Environmental Monitoring, Observation and
Information Stations.

*  BIRDHEALTH (Health of Arctic and Antarctic
Bird Populations).

*  CARMA (CircumArctic Rangifer Monitoring and
Assessment Network).

« CAVIAR (Community  Adaptation and
Vulnerability In Arctic Regions).

* Conservation Status Assessments of Canadian
Arctic Flora.

 EALAT (the Reindeer Herders’ Vulnerability
Study).

* Flora of the Canadian Arctic: diversity and
change.

* Greening of the Arctic (GOA) - Circumpolar
biomass.

»  Predictive Modeling of the Circumpolar Pelagic
Seabird Distribution.
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* Pan-Arctic Vegetation Change.
*  MERSAM — Mercury Seabird Artic Monitoring.

An example of how CAFF is benefiting from IPY will
be through the role IPY generated research will play
in the Arctic Biodiversity Assessment. The Arctic
Biodiversity Assessment will also provide a vehicle
for IPY researchers to insure that their research will
reach a wider audience. CAFFs cornerstone project
the Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Programme
is itself an IPY endorsed project and it will play a
significant role in contributing to IPY legacies. This
can be seen in how it is recognised as the Biodiversity
component of SAON. CAFF is also a member of the
contact Group which has been established as part
of the Arctic Council project being led by Norway to
maximise the legacy of the IPY.

6. Management and administration

The CAFF International Secretariat is located in
Akureyri, Iceland. The Secretariat has a staff of
three. A new Executive Secretary was appointed in
October 2007 and a new staff member was appointed

in January 2009 to assist with the coordination and
administration of the Arctic Biodiversity Assessment.
The CAFF web system has been updated and a
CAFF Newsletter been created, two issues of which
were distributed in 2008. Iceland has stepped
forward to take the Chair from Greenland at the 2009
Ministerial.

CAFF has held five management board meetings in
the 2006 — 2009 ministerial period. CAFF held its
eleventh Biennial meeting in llulissat, Greenland on
September 2008. The meeting was very successful
with participation from a broad cross section of
organisations and countries active in Arctic issues.
The meeting helped to form the next CAFF Work Plan
and reviewed progress over the preceding two years.
During 2008 CAFF held two joint board meetings with
AMAP to discuss joint cooperative efforts.

Publications:
*  CAFF Newsletter (December 2007).
*  CAFF Newsletter (March 2008).




