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Communications & Outreach: Response to 
recommendations from the Future Arctic Leaders 
Workshop 
At the Senior Arctic Officials’ (SAO) meeting in Anchorage in October 2015, the Chair of the 
Senior Arctic Officials directed the Working Groups and the Communications and Outreach 
Group to review the recommendations of the Future Arctic Leaders’ Workshop (Ottawa, 
April 2015).  This document is the result of the Communications and Outreach Group 
review. 

Members of the Arctic Council’s Communications and Outreach group were pleased to see 
the emphasis that the Future Arctic Leaders place on communications-related efforts in 
their “Policy recommendations by the Future Arctic Leaders Workshop Participants.” While 
many of the items contained in the policy recommendations do not relate specifically to the 
Arctic Council’s communications efforts, there are thoughtful suggestions contained in the 
document that do relate to communications.  

The Arctic Council continues to  work within its available resources, and in alignment with 
the Communications Strategy for the Arctic Council (Stockholm, 2012), to expand the 
channels through which we communicate, the types of content that we produce, and the 
specific efforts through which we reach out to Arctic inhabitants. This is done in an effort to 
reach not just youth but the broadest possible range of the many important stakeholders in 
the Arctic Council’s work. Since 2013, the Arctic Council has established social media 
channels that are helping us to connect with the individuals who use these media. 

 

Here are some examples of how the Arctic Council is addressing the communications-
related recommendations of the Future Arctic Leaders: 

1. Establish a network of Arctic-focused youth organizations and leaders in response to the 
problem of a lack of youth involvement and educational opportunities. 

The U.S., during its current Arctic Council Chairmanship (2015-2017), has established a 
network of Arctic Youth Ambassadors in response to precisely this issue. In addition, the 
Arctic Council is working as appropriate to reach out to and engage with Model Arctic 
Council initiatives ongoing around the world (e.g., Moscow 2016, Fairbanks 2016, Paris 
2015, Bodø 2015, Tromsø 2015, Michigan 2014). These efforts will continue to grow and 
expand wherever possible. 

2(4). Enhancing information sharing and awareness of Arctic Council assessment work. 

The Arctic Council is working to expand awareness of the assessments published by its 
Working Groups. These efforts include the creation of an Open Access repository, which 
links all Arctic Council reports contained in the database directly to university research 
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databases, Google Scholar, and other research databases. Arctic Council assessments are 
also some of the primary material that is publicized via the Arctic Council social media 
accounts. The Arctic Council is motivated to share its work as broadly as possible, and will 
continue to explore new and expanded means of doing so. 

8. Encourage Senior Arctic Officials, as part of their ongoing responsibilities, to meet with 
local community members and local governments to enhance awareness of the Arctic 
Council’s role and work. 

The Arctic Council is increasingly engaging with Arctic communities on the margins of 
meetings.  These efforts create opportunities to inform communities about the work of the 
Council, and give communities the opportunity to inform the Council about issues that 
matter to them.  The Council regularly holds outreach events with community members that 
focus on specific issues such as climate change, economic and cultural development, and 
the use of traditional knowledge.  The U.S. Chairmanship has followed up and built upon the 
community outreach efforts undertaken during the Canadian Chairmanship with events 
such as one held on the sidelines of the Anchorage SAO that brought delegates together 
with the UAA debate team and local middle and high schools students for a series of “speed-
dating” style conversations about the structure and work of the Arctic Council. In addition, 
many delegates from the Anchorage SAO meeting in October 2015 took part in a tour to 
Nome, Alaska, where they met with local community representatives and indigenous 
organizations. The Arctic Council will continue to seek out such opportunities for direct 
interaction with Arctic communities, including through communications efforts during 2016 
– the year of the Arctic Council’s 20th anniversary.  
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