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PAME 2-pager Summary Progress Report 
SAO Meeting 5-6 October 2016 

Portland, Maine 

Summary of progress on PAME activities: PAME’s second biennial meeting of 2016 (PAME II-2016) was 
held in Portland, Maine from 19-21 September following pre-meetings of PAMEs four thematic expert groups 
on 18 September (shipping, marine protected areas, ecosystem approach and resource development) and a 
MEMA workshop on 17 September.  

Framework for a Pan-Arctic Network of MPAs: PAME is working jointly with CAFF on finalizing the 
Arctic Protected Areas: Indicator Report and the release of the harmonized dataset based on data received 
from Member States. The 1st connectivity workshop on MPA networks was convened in Washington D.C. 22-
23 September in support of the “Desktop study on area-based conservation measures and its linkages to 
categories of Arctic marine biodiversity ‘Toolbox’” project. The 2nd workshop is planned for Spring 2017 and 
the 3rd workshop will be hosted by Sweden and Finland in Fall 2017 (back-to-back with PAME I-2017). 

Arctic Marine Shipping: PAME discussed a range of AMSA follow-up activities, shipping priorities and 
potential project proposals for the 2017-2019 work plan period. Representatives from both the Arctic Coast 
Guard Forum and the Arctic Economic Council (focusing on its Maritime Transportation Working Group) 
informed PAME on their mandates and missions as well as on issues of common interest. PAME welcomed 
the proposal to establish an Arctic Shipping Best Practices Information Forum and is in the process of 
reviewing draft Terms of Reference (ToR) in this regard with the aim to approve before or at the PAME I-
2017 meeting.  

PAME Members were requested to submit views on four possible project proposals in connection with 
mitigating risks associated with the use and carriage of HFO by vessels in the Arctic for consideration as a 
part of the PAME 2017-2019 work plan.  

As a part of strengthening passenger ship safety, Canada and the USA will explore possible opportunities for 
collaboration with the AEC’s forthcoming Tourism Working Group, particularly with regard to safe and 
environmentally sound navigation in the Arctic by non-commercial yachts and pleasure craft. 

PAME decided to suspend its AMSA II(D) Project (exploring the need for internationally designated areas for 
the purposes of environmental protection high seas areas of the Central Arctic Ocean) pending receipt of 
information from CAFF and/or the ICES/PAME Working Group on Integrated Ecosystem Assessment for the 
Central Arctic Ocean on areas that are considered particularly vulnerable to international shipping activities. 

PAME encouraged its Members to coordinate its inputs with their CAFF counterparts on the joint 
CAFF/PAME project on the Arctic Invasive Alien Species (ARIAS) Strategy and Action Plan. 

PAME placed high priority to the Arctic Shipping Traffic Data (ASTD) project and noted the ground-
breaking development of a proposed system which will allow for user friendly maritime traffic analysis of 
Arctic shipping data approved its Phase II (System Design Document), and authorized the ASTD-Expert 
Group to continue its intercessional work to finalize the projects documents:, the Data Sharing Memorandum 
of Understanding, the Cost Sharing Document, and the End User Licensing Agreement (EULA). PAME 
recognized the value the proposed ASTD system can provide to PAME and other Arctic Council subsidiary 
bodies, creating an important capability that the Arctic Council currently lacks.  

PAME is in the process of prioritizing PAME’s shipping related work and is currently reviewing a paper on 
this subject with the aim of identifying updated priority themes for guiding PAME’s shipping-related work 
into the future.  

PAME welcomed ongoing attendance at its semi-annual meetings by an EPPR representative, including 
participation in PAME's Shipping Expert Group. 
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PAME invited the Regional Reception Facilities Project (RRFP) Expert Group (EG) co-chairs to co-ordinate 
intercessional comment on and finalization of the working document on RRFP and RA for the Arctic. The 
document will be the basis for a draft paper to be considered at PAME I-2017 for co-sponsorship/support of 
all Arctic States to a future meeting of IMO’s Marine Environmental Protection Committee. PAME identified 
the RRFP as a deliverable for the April 2017 Arctic Council Ministerial Meeting. 

Arctic Offshore Resource Exploration and Development: 

The Resource Exploration and Development Expert Group (REDEG) is in the process of refining its Terms of 
Reference (ToR). The project on Meaningful Engagement of Indigenous Peoples and Communities in Marine 
Activities (MEMA) has held its workshop on the 17th of September. Final draft of the MEMA Report is 
currently being reviewed. The REDEG to produce the MEMA Summary Report for approval at PAME I-2017 
for submission to the 2017 Ministerial. 

REDEG is to review the recommendations from the Systems Safety Management and Safety Culture Report 
with the aim to select specific actionable and reportable implementation items. The REDEG co-leads to 
approach EPPR to explore if they would like to coordinate the reporting of these implementation actions. 
PAME to survey its members on whether to include possible updates of the Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas 
Guidelines (AOOGG 2009) in the 2017-2019 work plan: 

Ecosystem Approach to Management (EA): The progress report on the work of the Ecosystem Approach 
expert group (EA-EG) described work over the last 6 months noting the convening of and initial reporting 
from the international conference on status of implementation of the Ecosystem Approach to management in 
the Arctic which was held in Fairbanks, Alaska, 23-25 August 2016. Also the First Interim Report of the 
ICES/PAME Working Group on Integrated Ecosystem Assessment for the Central Arctic Ocean (WGICA) 
that met at ICES Headquarters in Copenhagen 24-26 May 2016. PAME notes the plans for further work over 
the next two years and encourages that work on vulnerability towards potential impacts of shipping be carried 
out as a priority to support the work on the AMSA II(D) recommendation. PAME notes the importance of 
close collaboration between its MPA and the EA expert groups and their work. 

Preparations for the 2017 Ministerial Meeting: PAME has started developing possible projects for the 
2017-2019 work plan and a preliminary list of deliverables for the 2017 Ministerial (provided as a separate 
document) and has agreed to a timeline to meet the deadline as provided by the Arctic Council chairmanship 
of 21st of November and up to the PAME I-2017 meeting. PAME has sent out the AMSP implementation plan 
matrix to other Arctic Council working groups for their inputs and will aim to base the 2017-2019 work plan 
around its four goals.  

PAME Administration for Next Meeting:  The location of the next PAME Meeting will be in Feb 2017 (1st 
week of Feb preferred), time and venue TBD. Full consideration should be given to the need for scheduling 
the next PAME meeting back-to-back with the TFAMC meeting i.e. preferably convene PAME I-2017 pre-
meetings on Sunday, the plenary meeting from Mon – Wed follow by a 2 day meeting of the TFAMC from 
Thu-Fri. 

Observers at the PAME II-2016 Working Group Meeting: France, Italy, Japan, Korea, and UK 
represented Observer states of the Arctic Council at PAME II-2016. A representative from France gave a 
presentation to the PAME on France’s Arctic interests noting in particular their National Roadmap for the 
Arctic and its relevance to PAMEs work. CCU, European Environment Agency, UNEP and WWF 
represented Observer Organizations. PAME decided to invite Italy as an Arctic Council Observer State to 
submit a paper to and make a presentation at PAME I-2017 on its Arctic shipping interests. A representative 
from the Korea Maritime Institute extended an invitation to PAME shipping experts to attend Korea’s “1st 
Arctic Partnership Week” in Busan, Korea (6-9 December 2016) to discuss projects and issues on PAME’s 
shipping agenda with Korean experts. Representative from UNEP gave a presentation on their global initiative 
on marine litter and took note of their recommendations to PAME on possible marine litter actions, noting in 
particular the importance of the efforts of regional seas conventions (e.g. OSPAR, HELCOM) and other 
regional efforts (e.g. Nordic Council of Ministers).  
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Preliminary list of deliverables to the 2015 Ministerial 
SAO Meeting 4-6 October 2016 

Portland, Maine 
The following list is based on outcomes from the PAME II-2016 meeting (19-21 September, 
2016) which will be further refined for the PAME I-2017 final approval 
Framework for a Pan-Arctic Network of MPAs: 

ü   Report on “Desktop study on area-based conservation measures and its linkages to 
categories of Arctic marine biodiversity ‘Toolbox’” project. 

ü   Indicator Report on Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 
Arctic Marine Shipping: 

ü   4th AMSA Implementation Progress Report for the period 2015-2017. 
ü   Arctic Invasive Alien Species Strategy and Action Plan (ARIAS). 

ü   Two reports on the HFO Phase III project: 
o   HFO Phase III(a): Heavy Fuel Oil releases from Shipping in the Arctic. 

o   HFO Phase III(b): Possible Hazards for Engines and Fuels Systems Using Heavy 
Fuel Oil in Cold Climates.  

ü   Final Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Arctic Shipping Best Practices Information Forum, 
ü   Final report on the Regional Reception Facilities plan. 
ü   Approval and launching of the ASTD databased within the Havbase system. 

Arctic Offshore Resource Exploration and Development (REDEG): 
ü   Final Summary Report, and possibly other reports, on the Meaningful Engagement of 

Indigenous Peoples and Communities in Marine Activities (MEMA) and MEMA 
Interactive Online Database. 

Ecosystem Approach to Management (EA): 
ü   Report “Status of Setting Ecological Objectives in the Arctic”. 

ü   EA International Conference proceedings. 
ü   Report on “Status of Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach to Management in the 

Arctic”. 
Other: 

ü   1st reporting on progress/implementation of the 2015-2025 Arctic Marine Strategic Plan 
(AMSP). 

ü   PAME Summary Report of 2015-2017 Activities. 
ü   2017-2019 PAME Work Plan. 
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