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ACAP Working Group Report to SAOs, March 2017 in Juneau 

Introduction  

ACAP held its first meeting of 2017 in Kiruna, Sweden, January 17-19. 20 participants attended 

representing six AC countries (Kingdom of Denmark and Iceland were absent), one  

Permanent Participant (AIA), one observer state (France) and one observer organization (NEFCO as PSI 

Fund Manager).  The meeting focused on follow-up activities from the last ACAP meeting in 

Krasnoyarsk, agreeing on Ministerial deliverables, and work planning for 2017-2019. Expert Groups 

(EG) have continued to develop and implement projects and progress has been made in priority areas 

of the ACAP work plan 2015-2017. The relevant sections of the Amarok (the AC Tracker) were updated 

after the meeting.  

CLEO Workshop 

The second CLEO workshop was held on January 16-17 in Kiruna on the margins of the ACAP Working 

Group Meeting. Delegates of the Kiruna workshop followed up on the success of the first CLEO 

workshop in Inari (June 2016), of which the main outcome was a decision to continue cooperation and 

develop a framework for the expansion of the CLEO Network beyond North America. In Kiruna, 

workshop participants discussed different models and practices of local environmental observations 

existing in the Nordic countries. The CLEO Framework for Expansion has been submitted to SAOs for 

approval and will be put forward as an ACAP deliverable for the 2017 Ministerial meeting. 

Summary of progress on ACAP projects 

Expert Group on POPs and Mercury 

Two reports, Assessment of potential air emissions of dioxins/ furans, particulate matter, and heavy 

metals from Vorkuta Cement Plant when using conventional and complementary fuels and Feasibility 

Study for dioxin mitigation and other environmental pilot measures at the Vorkuta Cement Plant in the 

Komi Republic have been submitted to SAOs for approval and will be put forward as an ACAP 

deliverable for the 2017 Ministerial meeting.  ACAP is waiting for the review of a new project 

submitted by Russian titled, Promotion of decrease of the Barents region pollution by introduction of 

the best available technologies (BAT).  

Expert Group on Hazardous Waste (EG HW) 

Demonstration of Management and Destruction of 250 tonnes of PCBs in Transformers (Phase III): 

In October 2015, the PSI Committee approved an allocation for a Feasibility Study (FS). The Terms of 

Reference (ToR) is still under preparation and is pending finalization based on necessary inputs from 

the Russian Railways (RR) to ensure correct reference to the current GEF/UNIDO-RR project. Awaiting 

response from RR on the MoU, access to data and comments on the draft ToR, there have been no 

meetings of the Project Supervision Committee (PSC) for the period covered by this report. 

Demonstration of environmentally sound destruction of obsolete pesticides (Phase III): 

In March 2016, the PSI committee approved an allocation for preparatory work on the “Use of SCWO 

(Super Critical Water Oxidation) for Environmentally Sound Destruction of Obsolete Pesticides in 
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Russia”. After an initial scoping effort, ToR for planning of the test program and a report regarding 

preliminary technical feasibility has been prepared. The planning of the test program started in 

October with an aim to be finalized by end of January, but is currently behind schedule.  

ACAP invites the PSI Fund Manager to facilitate coordination and communication, including the need 

to call for meetings on the PCB project through the PSI Project Supervising Committee as soon as 

possible, before the next ACAP meeting. ACAP urges the Russian Federation to facilitate the conclusion 

of the pending agreements.  

 

A new project idea was presented by Russia, Reduction of negative impact on the environment by 

rehabilitation of accumulated municipal solid waste (MSW) with the best available technologies in 

Dudinka, Krasnoyarsk Krai. It was agreed that the EG HW will endeavour to review the project and 

report back to ACAP. 

 

A workshop to exchange information on obsolete pesticides inventory and destruction technologies is 

now planned for 2017, in Russia.  

 

Indigenous Peoples Contaminants Action Program (IPCAP EG) 

Community-Based Black Carbon and Public Health Assessment Project:  

AIA and NEFCO/PSI are working together to proceed with a scope of work that provides a 

demonstration project which includes a desk study, air monitoring, and proof of the project concept 

allowing a subsequent FID for the full project scope. The expectation is that significant progress will be 

made during the next 6 months. An interim project report outlining the status of the demonstration 

project and its expected outcomes will be submitted to ACAP. In addition, AIA participated in field 

missions and meetings with NEFCO staff in order to explore potential synergies between this project 

and ongoing or prospective NEFCO/PSI projects in Russia. 

 

Circumpolar Local Environment Observer Network (CLEO): see note above 
 

Arctic Indigenous Community Waste Workshop: 

The workshop was held in Nome, Alaska on September 19‐22, 2016. Participants discussed the idea of 

developing a project proposal for an Arctic waste information clearinghouse to be considered by ACAP 

at a future meeting.  The clearinghouse would provide a single point of contact for sharing best 

practices, innovative tools, and resources materials in Russian and English for future community 

planning efforts by local representatives working with utilities and various levels of government to 

manage waste.   ACAP is looking forward to the project proposal.   

Short Lived Climate Pollutants (SLCP) Expert Group:  

The projects under the Reduction of Black Carbon from Diesel Sources in the Russian Arctic project 

have come to a close with a number of significant achievements. A diesel black carbon emissions 

inventory for Russia has been completed, covering several sectors, including on- and off-road transport 

and diesel generators. The findings have been published in respected peer-reviewed journals. The first 

project funded through the PSI, the “Wind-diesel Project at Tundra Collective in the Murmansk Region” 

pilot project, concluded with good results and the final report has been submitted to SAOs for approval 
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and will be put forward as an ACAP deliverable for the 2017 Ministerial meeting. Fact sheets on the 

results and lessons learned have been developed for wide distribution in English, Russian, Sami and 

Inuktitut.  In addition, the “Valday Cluster Upgrade for Black Carbon Reduction in the Republic of 

Karelia, Russian Federation” project provides a range of energy alternatives to off-grid settlements, 

and has resulted in service improvement, emissions reductions, energy savings, and lessons learned for 

off-grid communities.  

ACAP is waiting for review of two project proposals, Phase out of ozone-depleting and fluorinated 

greenhouse gases at one of the fish and seafood processing factories of the Murmansk Oblast and Pilot 

project for reducing CO2 and black carbon emissions on the rivers of the Arctic zone of the Russian 

Federation. ACAP is waiting for further information on the revised project on flaring now titled, 

Mitigation of black carbon and methane emission from APG flaring.  

 

Collaboration with other working groups/other organizations  
ACAP participated in meetings of the EG BCM and agreed that representation at future meetings 

would be beneficial.  

ACAP will participate in the AMAP-led international conference on Arctic Science: Bringing Knowledge 

to Action, in Reston, VA in April, highlighting work on CLEO, wrap up of ACAP Black Carbon projects, 

including the Tundra report and video and the Circumpolar Best Practices Report, an interactive poster 

from the Community Based Black Carbon and Public Health Assessment Project, and a poster on the 

Nome waste workshop report and supporting materials.  

ACAP participated in the WG Chairs/Executive Secretaries meeting on December 10, in an effort to 

harmonize 2017-2019 work plans.  

Working Group administration and next meeting(s)  
It was agreed that ACAP will meet June 14-16, 2017 in Helsinki, Finland. It was agreed the ACAP 

Chairmanship will continue with Sweden and the Vice-Chair will be represented by Norway. 




