
Other on-going work on 
contaminants

Marianne Kroglund, AMAP Chair
Meeting of the Senior Arctic Officials
Oulu, Finland, 25-26 October 2017



Pollution in the Arctic – a persistent problem

• The Arctic is a sink for pollutants transported into the 
region from distant sources 

• There is growing concern about new, largely
unmonitored chemicals

• Limited understanding of effects and «coctail» effects
• Uncertain effects of climate change
• Implications of local sources
• Implications of increased human activity in the Arctic



AMAP’s ongoing work on pollution issues

• Sharing, harmonizing and compiling data from monitoring
and screening activities. Filling data gaps.

• Follow up on Contaminants of Emerging Arctic Concern
• Cooperation with internatonal organizations, contributions

to Stockholm and Minamata conventions
• Assessment of biological effects of POP’s and mercury

(2018)
• Contributions to GMO 2018 process
• Short lived climate pollutants 2021



Chemicals of Emerging Arctic Concern (CEAC2017)
Assessment confirms that a broad range of new 
chemicals of emerging concern are now found in the 
Arctic. Follow up 2017-2019:

• Information to global and national regulatory bodies

• Presented at POPRC13 - Stockholm Convention 
meeting, who are working on proposals for listing 
and global regulation for several new POPs

• Chapter on microplastics sent of to PAMEs expert 
group on marine litter

• Report sent forward to ACAP 

• Presentation at scientific meetings and conferences, 
exploring possible special issue of review articles



Biological Effects of POPs and Mercury (2018)

• Biological effects in relation to 
Arctic wildlife and fish 
contaminant exposure

• Challenges and new 
approaches to assess 
biological effects

• Future perspectives

Map showing regions from 
which contaminant exposure 
and effect studies were 
available for the present 
assessment.
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