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Who adapts? To what? When? And how?

Diversity -- both across
and within regions
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The Arctic is warming -- and so is Barents

• Barents -- a «hot-spot» for warming
• First ice free Arctic region all year round
• Sea-level rise, higher waves, storm surges
• Acidification will change marine ecosystems
• Snow cover is changing, permafrost thawing
• Increased frequency of natural hazards
• Widespread change in ecosystems



Climate change is not the only driver

• Growth in fisheries, agri- and aquaculture, tourism, shipping, 
mining

• Development of new infrastructure and telecommunication, , 
science/monitoring, public sector

• Concerns about the scale, scope and speed of change
• The nature of conflicts is changing
• Governing and cooperation is getting harder
• Traditional livelihoods under increasing pressure



Adaptation is a process, not an end in itself

• Barents is ”well equipped to adapt” – resources, competences and 
structures for adaptation

• People, communities, municipalities adapt to multiple and interacting 
conditions and changes – both climatic and socio-economic 

• Uncertainty is inevitable, will never be eliminated, should not paralyzing, 
needs to be mainstreamed into in adaptation tools and strategies 

• To be successful adaptation must be cross-sectoral
• Integration of different knowledges is vital (traditional, local, experience 

based and scientific)
• “The ability to respond to a range of future impacts – resilience – is 

ultimately the best guarantee that communities will be able to adapt to 
Arctic change.”

• Adaptation has its limitations – adaptation and mitigation must proceed in 
parallel



AMAP’s ongoing activities on adaptation

• National outreach, targeting local levels
• Journal articles, targeting IPCC and AR6
• Perform a «lessons learned» exercise
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