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Intervention 
by Jan Dusik, Europe Office Director, UN Environment 

in the special observers’ session on pollution 
during the Senior Arctic Officials meeting in Oulu, Finland on 26 October 2017 

Thank you for the opportunity to intervene at the Senior Arctic Officials meeting on behalf of UN Environment 
as an observer of the Arctic Council. It gives me a pleasure to see evolution both on substantive 
engagement in environmental matters, as well as governance in relation to observers, since my last 
attendance in 2012 during the Swedish chairmanship. At this meeting, I am joined by a colleague from UN 
Environment collaborative centre Grid Arendal Kathrine Johnsen. 

It has been an impressive account of pollution work undertaken by the Arctic Council that we could hear 
during the dedicated session. However, there is a number of issues which Arctic Council cannot regulate by 
themselves. Some of these are regulated by multilateral conventions, including the recent Kigali amendment 
to the Montreal Protocol, Minamata Convention, growing list of persistent organic pollutants in the Stockholm 
Convention, or consideration of other heavy metals to be covered in the future. 

In December 2017, Kenya will host the third meeting of the United Nations Environment Assembly with the 
overarching theme “Pollution Free Planet”. The Assembly should adopt a crisp political declaration, as well 
as launching a global coalition/platform. In the run up, we are receiving commitments against pollution – to 
date we received 623k citizen pledges to Beat Pollution, we are also collecting those from businesses, civil 
society and governments. I believe it would be appropriate to consider a joint pollution-related commitment 
from the Arctic Council for the Assembly. 

UN Environment Executive Director has submitted the background report Towards a Pollution Free Planet. 
The report looks at various sources of pollution (air, land and soil, freshwater, marine and coastal), as well as 
crosscutting issues (chemicals and waste), cost of pollution and governance frameworks. It defines two axes 
of transition - targeted priority interventions and transformative actions to shift the economy (circularity, 
resource efficiency, ecosystem based approaches, lifestyle, financing). It provides an overview of 25 global 
partnerships on pollution, as well as global and regional instruments. The five messages takeaway 
messages from the report are: need of political attention, good environmental governance, sustainable 
consumption and production, investment in cleaner production, and partnerships. 

The third Environment Assembly will consider a number of resolutions relating to pollution – so far the ones 
submitted relate to lead paint, air quality, synergies among chemical conventions, pollution prevention and 
control in conflicts areas, mainstreaming biodiversity in pollution, environment and health, clean water for all, 
water monitoring, environmental innovations for SDGs and marine litter. 

UN Environment is also a partner of the European Environment and Health process, together with UN 
Economic Commission for Europe and the World Health Organisation. The ministerial meeting in Ostrava 
provided regional inputs to the Environment Assembly. 

UN Environment has been running the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management since 
2006, with a 2020 milestone to achieve sound management of chemicals across lifecycle and produce and 
use chemicals in ways that minimise significant adverse impacts on the environment and human health. The 
process is now taking stock of the achieved progress and discussing the post-2020 regime. 

http://www.unep.org/environmentassembly/
http://www.unep.org/environmentassembly/report-executive-director
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2017/06/sixth-ministerial-conference-on-environment-and-health/read-more
http://www.saicm.org/
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UN Environment engages a lot in marine pollution, through the Regional Seas Programme and its Global 
Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land Based Activities. We engage in 
a number of initiatives to combat marine litter such as UN Clean Seas campaign, engagement of world 
aquariums, with Volvo Ocean Race, beach cleanups, or the prohibition of plastic bags in Kenya. 

In relation to air pollution, BreatheLife campaign has been very successful. In order achieve sufficient 
momentum, we find it essential to engage in partnerships, including with the private sector (also to build 
innovation spur), with municipalities, to mobilize public awareness, with the health community or with youth. 

One very successful partnership is the Climate and Clean Air Coalition (whose membership includes all 
Arctic Council members except Iceland, total of 54 countries). Its initiatives are in a range of sectors, with 
private sector and international organization – short lived climate pollutants, methane and black carbon in 
particular; it mobilizes knowledge, advocacy, access to finance and enhancing of science.  

All efforts to beat pollution have a clear link to the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals – 
UN Environment engages to support its integrated and universal implementation, underpinned by good 
environmental data and indicators.  

My final remark relates to gender and pollution linkage, which has not been mentioned during the meeting 
yet. UN Environment is very engaged on this subject, and has recently published a Gender Global 
Environment Outlook Report. 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

 

 

http://www.unep.org/regionalseas/
http://cleanseas.org/
http://www.unep.org/europe/world-aquariums-against-marine-litter-campaign-launched
http://www.unep.org/europe/world-aquariums-against-marine-litter-campaign-launched
http://www.volvooceanrace.com/en/home.html
http://breathelife2030.org/
http://ccacoalition.org/en
http://www.unep.org/ggeo
http://www.unep.org/ggeo

