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Cover note, Strategy for SAON 

Submitted by AMAP 

The Sustaining Arctic Observing Networks (SAON) was established following the Nuuk 

declaration in 2011. In the 2011 SAO report to the ministers, it was decided that  

·         The Arctic Council will provide the Chair of the SAON Board  

·         AMAP and IASC (International Arctic Science Committee) will jointly provide 

secretariat support to the SAON 

Representatives from the Arctic and non-Arctic nations, PPs, the International Arctic Science 

Committee, Word Meteorological Organization, Arctic Council Working Groups and a series 

of global and regional organisations comprise the SAON Board, which is the governing body 

of SAON. Iceland is currently chairing SAON. 

In 2016, an external review committee concluded that SAON is valued by the Arctic 

observing community, but has yet to reach its full potential. With refinements to its Vision, 

Mission and Goals, improvements to its Organizational Structure, a new focus on funding 

and sustainability, and increased outreach and communication efforts, SAON should be able 

to make great strides in the next five years to strengthen pan-Arctic observing networks to 

meet the needs of Arctic and global, regional and local observational needs.  

The review was presented to the SAO meeting in Portland 2016, and it was concluded that 

everyone supports the idea of SAON, and that the entity has had a number of successes in its 

first 5 years. Nonetheless, SAON is evolving, and this review process has delivered some 

good ideas for potential improvements to SAON, and for ways in which the Council can help 

it to improve. 

As a response to the review, the SAON board has developed and approved a SAON strategy 

which was published in January 2018. It describes SAON’s vision, mission, guiding principle 

and goals, and outlines the manner in which the goals will be achieved. AMAP has discussed 

this Strategy and the status of SAON in general, and finds that it aligns well with needs 

identified in previous and current assessment work undertaken by AMAP. A foundational 

piece of AMAP assessments are long term observational data, which provide the basis for 

documenting climatic and environmental development trends and effects. A recent example is 

the 2017 Snow, Water, Ice and Permafrost in the Arctic report (SWIPA 2017) which point to 

the fact that prudent adaptation and risk management in response to climate change will 

require enhancement and strengthening of observation systems, as well as coordination of 

monitoring efforts, process studies and modelling as basis for better quantitative predictions. 

This concurs with the SAON vision: a connected, collaborative, and comprehensive long-

term pan-Arctic Observing System that serves societal needs.  

 

Strengthened observation systems will give better quantitative predictions of Arctic change 

and its implications at regional and global scale, and will support efforts under international 

organizations such as IPCC, WMO, UNFCCC and CLRTAP. It also links well with the 

Finnish Chairmanship initiative on meteorological cooperation and the objectives of the 

upcoming Science Ministers meeting.  

 



AMAP finds value in SAON, and strongly encourages its membership to provide concrete 

support towards SAONs mission, so that the vision and benefits of a robust, pan-Arctic 

observing and monitoring system can be achieved.  
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