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Why are sustained observations needed?
• High demand for data and information about the Arctic, as 

foundation for our ability to respond to current and future
changes in the Arctic. 

• It remains a challenge to monitor and forecast changes in the 
Arctic – it’s a complex system, it’s vast, conditions are 
extreme, and it is expensive.

• By enhancing coordination and cooperation and making data 
freely and openly available, costs can be cut, and quality of 
analysis and assessments increased.



SWIPA 2017 concluded that ..

• […] adaptation and risk management in responce to 
climate change will require enhancement and 
strengthening of observation systems, as well as 
coordination of monitoring efforts, process studies 
and modelling



2017 Arctic Council Fairbanks Declaration

Recognize the need to increase cooperation in 
meteorological, oceanographic and 
terrestrial observations, research and 
services, and the need for well-maintained 
and sustained observation networks and 
continuous monitoring in the Arctic (…) 
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What is SAON?
• Joint initiative between the AC (through AMAP) and the

International Arctic Science Committee (IASC)

• External review presented at SAO meeting in Portland

• SAON strategy approved by the SAON Board in 2018 

• SAON vision is “a connected, collaborative and comprehensive long-
term pan-Arctic Observing System that serves societal needs”

• “SAON facilitates, coordinates, and advocates for international 
Arctic observations and mobilizes the support needed to sustain 
them”
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Who is SAON?

• All eight AC nations, ICC, Saami Council 
• Non-AC countries: China, Germany, Italy, Japan, 

Korea, Poland, Spain, UK
• AC Working Groups
• Organisations: EEA, EU, ICES, GEO, ISAC, WMO ++
• Partners: long list
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What is SAON trying to achieve?

Photo: iStock

The SAON Strategy has been organized around 
three key goals:
1. Create a roadmap to a well-integrated Arctic 

Observing System; 
2. Promote free and ethically open access to all 

Arctic observational data; and
3. Ensure sustainability of Arctic Observing



What activities are outside the scope 
of SAON?

SAON itself will not undertake:
• science planning, policy setting
• observations, data archival
• funding of these efforts



For consideration here today:

Data sharing and sustained observations:
• a foundational piece for AC analysis and 

assessments
• provide the basis for documenting climate and 

environmental trends and effects
• AMAP encourages members to support SAON
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