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Memorandum 3/04/2018 
 

CAFF contribution to Arctic Environment Ministers Meeting (Oct 2018) 
 

PURPOSE:  

A meeting of the Arctic Environment Ministers is scheduled for October 11-12 in Rovaniemi, Finland as 
part of Finland’s Arctic Council (AC) Chairmanship. To facilitate preparations for the Ministerial each AC 
Working Group (WG) is asked to: 

o Select 1-3 of the focus areas (1. biodiversity conservation, 2. pollution prevention, and 3. climate 
change.) of greatest relevance for their WG; 

o Summarize the main messages (3-5 sentences) under each focus area; and 
o Identify the main environmental challenges and issues to each focus area with references to the 

Sustainable Development Goals and Targets. 
This document provides CAFF input to preparations for the Ministerial. 

FOCUS AREA: CONSERVATION OF ARCTIC BIODIVERSITY 
CAFF selected biodiversity conservation as its focus area, recognizing that both pollution and climate 
change have direct impacts on biodiversity. 

CURRENT KNOWLEDGE OF THE ISSUE 
Current knowledge of many Arctic species, ecosystems and their stressors is fragmentary, making 
detection and assessment of trends and their implications difficult for many aspects of Arctic biodiversity. 
However, while more information is needed there is also a lot of existing information being generated by 
scientists, indigenous peoples and local communities.  

The Arctic Biodiversity Assessment (ABA) sought to assess the status and trends of Arctic biodiversity. It 
identified gaps in the data record and presented science-based recommendations for action on 
addressing major pressures on Arctic biodiversity. Those recommendations were approved by Arctic 
Council Ministers in 2013. 

The Actions for Arctic Biodiversity 2013-2021: implementing the recommendations of the Arctic 
Biodiversity Assessment was subsequently created to provide a framework to guide and evaluate the 
Arctic Council’s implementation of the ABA recommendations.  

CHALLENGE 
The ABA and previous Arctic Ministerial Declarations (e.g. Ilulissat 2008; Kiruna 2013) have recognized the 
importance of safeguarding Arctic biodiversity under changing conditions.  Success in addressing this 
challenge relies on the ability of our institutions to innovate and adapt to decision-making under rapidly 
changing conditions often without complete information.  

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDG) 
CAFF through partnerships between Arctic states, Indigenous organisations, the private sector and civil 
society addresses the conservation of Arctic biodiversity, helping to promote practices resulting in the 
sustainable use of the Arctic’s living resources. As such, its activities directly relate to Goals 14, 15 and 17 
including several Targets within goals 6, 11, 12, and 13. 

Key to evaluating progress towards State implementation of the SDGs, is understanding the current status 
of environmental conditions. CAFF through its Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Programme (CBMP) 
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and assessments provides the ability to evaluate the state of the Arctic’s biodiversity, thereby providing a 
measure against which progress towards State implementation of the SDGs across the circumpolar world 
can be evaluated. 

WHAT IS NEEDED? 
Safeguarding biodiversity under changing conditions requires: 

• Identification and strategic protection of important areas and connectivity of those areas, using 
an approach that considers stressors such as climate change and land use; 

• Focused and sustained environmental monitoring to understand, manage and adapt to changing 
conditions, and to understand possible impacts on biodiversity; 

• Incorporating multiple knowledge and value systems throughout all phases of the information 
gathering, analysis, and decision-making processes; and 

• Demonstrable mainstreaming of biodiversity into management decision-making within 
government agencies, communities, and industry.   

ACTIONS 
A successful response to the challenge of safeguarding Arctic biodiversity under changing conditions 
requires an approach that: 

• Prioritizes implementation of ABA recommendations and State implementation of the SDGs; 

• Regularly and consistently evaluates these implementation actions to determine effectiveness, 
and modifies actions using new and innovative approaches when necessary to respond to 
changing conditions; and 

• Relies on active collaboration and information-sharing across knowledge systems (i.e., science and 
Traditional and Local Knowledge) and disciplines (i.e., natural and social sciences) via clear and 
consistent communication and access to information. 

Specific investments are needed to: 

• Sustainably implement the Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Programme (CBMP) (e.g., 
establish and/or strengthen national implementation plans, and provide sustained funding 
resources); 

• Advance and advocate Ecosystem Based Management efforts in the Arctic as a framework for 
cooperation, planning and development. This includes an approach to development that proceeds 
cautiously, with sound short and long-term environmental risk assessment and management, 
using the best available scientific and Traditional and Local Knowledge, following the best 
environmental practices, considering cumulative effects and adhering to international standards, 
goals and targets; 

• Build capacity for information access and sharing across disciplines; and 

• Develop a platform for the co-production of knowledge. 


