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Session I: Environmental Challenges in the Arctic – Current State of Affairs   

“Current state of affairs and options for promoting low-emission pathways 

in the Arctic - From science to policy” 

  

Thank you Mr Chair, 

Dear Ministers, indigenous brothers and sisters, 

 

The picture drawn here is telling us that the Arctic is warming two- to three 

times faster than the rest of the globe. The Paris Agreement wishes to limit 

the mean global temperature rise to  only 1,5 degrees, and if succeeded we, 

the people of the Arctic, are still likely to face a change of 4,5 degrees.  

Everyone will suffer the consequences, not least those who have contributed the 

less, among them the indigenous peoples.  

 

The predicted changes would mean that even during my lifetime, the Arctic 

is likely to change to an environment we won’t recognize. It will be greener 

and browner, darker and wetter. Many of the resources the Saami Culture 

is depending on, are species that are specialized for surviving in an Arctic 

climate, like reindeer, cloudberries, arctic char, which might be replaced by 

invasive species.  

 

These changes I think we in fact with some effort might be able to adapt to 

– as long as we have access to the land and territories. What is harder to 

adapt to, is degraded land, land made to rocks, acidified oceans, polluted air 



and drinking water. Healthy and productive ecosystems are thus the 

foundation for the Saami people and our food security. Mr chair, the saami 

people still depend on living resources the surroundings provide for us. 

The land on which we find our resources are, however, also of great 

interest to others. 

 

We see that conflict over land use in the Arctic will continue; with growing 

demand to acquire land and territories for activities such as wind farms, 

mining, oil and gas extraction and forestry occurring alongside the needs 

for reindeer herding, farming, and fisheries. Infrastructure development, 

land fragmentation and climate change are all interconnected drivers of 

change. Conflicting interests regarding land use rights and their effects on 

the livelihoods of indigenous peoples is a recurring theme throughout the 

Arctic area.  

 

In an ever increasing competition of land, we are in a situation where we 

have to fight harder for our right to self determination to sustain our 

livelihoods and culture, and our participation in decision-making on 

climate change policies is essential at local as well as national and 

International level. Mr chair, protecting the indigenous cultures is a low-

emission pathway for the Arctic.  

 

Thank you. 

  

 

  

 

 



Friday 12.10.2018  

Session 3 Ministerial Discussion. Exploring Common Solutions to Arctic 

Environmental Challenges 

 

Thank you Mr Chair, 

(CO2 EMISSIONS) First of all, let me start by emphasise that with all the 

disturbing news from the IPCC report confirming what Arctic Council’s 

working groups already have advised us in their reports and assessments, over 

the years, it is now time to act. That was said many times yesterday.  

It is well known that carbon dioxide is a long-lived greenhouse gas and thus it is 

urgent to find ambitious solutions which lead to reduction of emissions and 

removal of this compound from the atmosphere. We understand that many of 

the actions in this regard is to be taken at the national level, but we believe the 

Arctic Council should demonstrate a leadership of the Arctic States actions 

towards mitigation of carbon dioxide emissions as a firm commitment to 

address the concerns the majority in this room now have about climate change 

and as this is already acknowledged by previous Arctic Council Declarations. 

 

Mr Chair, while making this transition from fossil fuel industry, we must ensure 

that the mitigation actions are not violating indigenous peoples’ rights. The 

transition should be carried out in a just way. 

 

(POLLUTION) Wildlife and reindeer are of great importance to indigenous 

communities across the Arctic. Therefore, indigenous peoples are very 

concerned about the potential cumulative and synergistic effects that pollutants 

may have with other environmental stressors, and in particular climate change, 

on wildlife in a given Arctic region. We are concerned that certain Arctic 

regions, such as Russia and Fennoscandia are not adequately represented in the 

monitoring of wildlife and fish in exposure and effects. 



There is a need for better identification of cumulative and interactive effects 

thresholds of contaminant exposure. As well as the need for short- and long-

term information about the health effects and impacts on the environment and 

animals around and within the extraction industry areas. The long- term 

consequences and risks of pollution caused by mining activities have been 

underestimated by mining companies, such as at the Blaiken mine in Sweden, 

south of Sorsele. the environment, its inhabitants and its water systems are 

experiencing constant pollution at this Swedish site. Saami living near the 

mining sites are seeing different effects on the reindeer and in the environment 

in those impacted areas  

Moving forward we believe that environmental chemists studying contaminant 

levels in the Arctic environment and the indigenous peoples of the Arctic should 

work together to consider the combined impacts of these changes on 

contaminant exposures in Arctic marine and terrestrial biota. 

(OBSERVATIONS - MONITORING) 

I am from a reindeer herding family and one very important time of the year of 

reindeer herding, is the marking of the calves. It is when the reindeer owners 

carve their personal mark in the ear of the reindeer calves, so that it shows who 

is the owner of that reindeer. All this takes place up in the mountains in July, 

and I of course bring my children with me to my home region every summer. 

They love being at our cabin and are always super exited to go to their 

grandparents every summer.  

 

When my son was about 4 years old he told his kindergarten teacher about how 

wonderful it was at his grandparent’s place and how he could not wait to go 

there again. And then he said; “and do you know what, at my grandparent’s 

cabin, it is always summer” 

 



This is of course not true as you all understand, but for my son, then about 4 

years old, it was all he knew, it was all he had experienced, so that made up his 

reality. He had never been to that specific place up in the mountain at any other 

season. Because we migrate with the herds, going to his grandparents any other 

time of year brought us to different places.   

 

So, with this I would like to highlight how important it is to see the whole 

picture. Drawing conclusions on only a limited experience can make for a very 

misinformed standpoint. This stress the importance of recognizing the 

knowledge of the people living their lives in the Arctic communities and their 

experiences of the changes occurring. This also stress the need for more 

extensive monitoring, where we can get a full understanding of the situation in 

different places in the Arctic and not having to draw conclusions on bits and 

pieces of information. This also reminds me of the challenges of outside 

researchers in the Arctic, coming in to do research only during the summer 

period or at least a limited period of time and then trying to draw conclusions. 

 

Monitoring is a very costly activity that requires long term commitment, for 

technology and funding. Monitoring and monitoring networks are important to 

understand the changes in the Arctic. To complement this monitoring, the Arctic 

Council has recognised Community based Monitoring, which I would say is a 

cost-effective model for monitoring. CbM can be utilized as a systematic way of 

reporting on local observations. ACAP is working on another tool, CLEO, 

which is another cost-effective tool, which I think is not yet fully utilized for the 

good of seeing changes in the Arctic.  

 

Data is also important when it comes to linking the Sustainable Development 

Goals to the work of the Arctic Council. When we set goals, we are expected to 



report of them. There are thus developed targets and indicators as tools for 

reporting. Then we will need to gather data to be able to report.  

The Sustainable Development Working Group has led several projects on Arctic 

Social Indicators and Arctic Human Development Report, we are therefore well 

equipped to develop an Arctic report for the SDG. Saami Council welcomes the 

variation of initiatives ensuring more data gathering both about our environment 

and the well-being of the peoples in the Arctic.  

(FULL AND EFFECTIVE PARTICIPATION AND KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION)  

Several times during this week, we have heard about the importance of using 

the best available knowledge for decision-making, from our perspective best 

available knowledge is both science and indigenous knowledge, that implies full 

and effective participation of the knowledge holders.  

Science builds societies, therefore it does matter where the science is conducted.  

When Arctic Council member states invest quite some resources on science-

based assessments, and there in fact are Arctic indigenous institutions that can 

take on the task, the effect of using them will be double, both producing 

knowledge in the local community while at the same time building and 

strengthening the capacity in that community and people. It is a good 

investment to enable the local structures to participate in the development, by 

deliberately giving/devote them assignments. This would in turn ensure local 

processes and ownership. As adaptation to climate change is not simply about 

central planning, it is in fact about local understanding, local ownership and 

local leadership. This is sustainable science. We believe this also will bridge the 

gap between science and indigenous knowledge. This is when Arctic science 

becomes an opportunity for Arctic indigenous communities. 

While we feel that the value of indigenous knowledge is highly recognised in 

the Arctic Council, there are many pitfalls and challenges in making use of the 



different knowledge systems in real life, in a respectful and trustworthy manner. 

It can soon become a challenge if cooperation partners do not understand the 

nature of indigenous knowledge and make attempts to collect in archives and 

data bases for use whenever it suits them, as well as intellectual property offices 

refusing to protect indigenous knowledge and put it in the public domain.  The 

ownership and property right to the knowledge belongs to the people or 

community where the knowledge has developed.  

It is important for us as indigenous peoples, in trying to face and cope with the 

rapid changes in the Arctic – how would we be able to communicate anything 

about our indigenous knowledge if it is not going to be protected once shared? 

To take out the full potential of the Arctic cooperation we need to keep working 

hard to develop the working methods for making use of the best available 

knowledge for decision making. This will foster steps in implementing the 

Science Cooperation Agreement and I expect this will be further discussed also 

at the upcoming Science Ministerial.  

Thank you. 

 


