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Instructions for Observers subject to review 

Introduction 
This document provides the reporting template and accompanying instructions for 
Observers to be reviewed during the Finnish Chairmanship (2017-2019).  

The deadline for the submission is 1 June 2018. 

According to the "Arctic Council Rules of Procedure" (annex 2), every four years Observers 
are to state their continued interest in Observer status, and will be reviewed in a 
Ministerial meeting. During the Finnish Chairmanship, the following 18 Observers admitted 
2000-2015 will be subject to review: 

• France
• Italy
• Japan
• People’s Republic of China
• India
• Republic of Korea
• Singapore
• Spain
• International Federation of Red Cross & Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)
• Nordic Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO)
• North Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission (NAMMCO)
• United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
• Arctic Institute of North America (AINA)
• Association of World Reindeer Herders (AWRH)
• Circumpolar Conservation Union (CCU)
• International Arctic Social Sciences Association (IASSA)
• International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA)
• University of the Arctic (UArctic)

Role of Observers 
The role and responsibilities of Observers, as well as criteria for admission to the Arctic 
Council, can be found in the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2) and the “Observer 
Manual for Subsidiary Bodies”.  

The primary role of Observers is to observe the work of the Arctic Council. Observers 
contribute to the Arctic Council primarily through engagement at the level of Working 
Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Observers are invited to the meetings and other 
activities of the Arctic Council unless the Senior Arctic Officials decide otherwise. Observers 
may also propose projects through an Arctic State or a Permanent Participant. 
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Report submission 
Observer reports should include the relevant information described below and in the 
template.  

(a) A description of the Observer’s contributions to the work of the Arctic Council since the
time of the Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years, with special
focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project participation and support, as
well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(b) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s future plans to contribute to the work of the
Arctic Council, with special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project
participation and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(c) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s contributions to other aspects of the Arctic
Council and its goals not covered in the previous sections since the time of the Observer’s
most recent submission, or in the previous two years.

Observer reports should be submitted electronically to the Arctic Council Secretariat via 
email: acs@arctic-council.org.  

The reports should be submitted to the Arctic Council Secretariat not later than 1 June 2018. 
Please keep in mind while preparing your report that all Observer reports will be published 
on the official Arctic Council website (www.arctic-council.org). 

If an Observer does not submit a report, the Arctic Council will consider this an indication 
that the Observer is no longer interested in maintaining status as an accredited Observer 
to the Arctic Council.  

mailto:acs@arctic-council.org


Instructions for Observers subject to review 2017-2019

This is page 3 of 7. 

Cover sheet 
Full name of state or organization: 

Date of submission: 

Observer’s website, if appropriate: 

Information for appropriate contact person 

Full name: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

Organization or department:  

Job Title:  

Full mailing address:  

Is your state or organization still interested in continuing as an Observer of the Arctic 
Council?  

  Yes  No 
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Observer Report 
Please describe in no more than 2 pages your state’s or organization’s contributions to the 
work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups since the 
time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years. Please highlight contributions 
to specific projects, such as through proposals, concept development, in-kind and financial 
support, and hosting of meetings. Please detail any collaboration with Permanent 
Participants, such as project proposal endorsement and support.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than 1 page your state’s or organization’s future 
plans for contributing to the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, 
and/or Expert Groups. Please highlight intentions to contribute to specific projects and to 
collaborate with Permanent Participants.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than 1 page your state’s or organization’s 
contributions to other aspects of the Arctic Council and its goals not covered by the previous 
sections since the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years.  
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	Full name of state or organization: University of the Arctic (UArctic)
	Date of submission: May 30, 2018
	Observers website if appropriate: www.uarctic.org
	Information for appropriate contact person: Outi Snellman
	Email: outi.snellman@uarctic.org
	Telephone: +358 40 5010209
	Organization or department: UArctic International Secretariat
	Job title: Vice-President Organization
	Full mailing address: UArctic International SecretariatUniversity of LaplandPO Box 12296101 RovaniemiFINLAND
	Council: Yes
	Contributions, page 1: UArctic partnership in Finland’s education priorityUArctic has been named as a key partner in the implementation of the education priority under Finland’s chairmanship of the Arctic Council, and has worked closely with the Finnish chair and Senior Arctic Officials to integrate UArctic activities to support the overall chairmanship program. In particular, the UArctic Congress 2018 in Oulu and Helsinki takes the Finnish chair priorities as its main themes. The UArctic Thematic Network on Teacher Education for Social Justice and Diversity in Education is central to UArctic’s work in the education priority of the Finland’s chairmanship. The network plans to share best practices in inclusive practices; participation digitalization, and pedagogical models among teacher education networks. During the Finnish Chairmanship, these activities include international symposia in 2017 (with the Finnish Teacher Education Forum) and 2018 (with the UArctic Congress).Thematic Networks and InstitutesExamples of UArctic Thematic Networks involvement in projects of Arctic Council working groups, expert groups and task forces include:• UArctic Thematic Network on Teacher Education for Social Justice and Diversity in Education is the main driver for the SDWG project Teacher Education for Diversity and Equality in the Arctic. The project enhances understanding of the teaching profession in the Circumpolar North, and highlight ways in which pre-service and in-service teacher education can help teachers contribute to a sustainable future in the Arctic. • The UArctic Thematic Network Model Arctic Council organizes simulation events for students in conjunction with Arctic Council meetings. In summer 2017, Dartmouth College hosted the weeklong “US-Canada Arctic Science Diplomacy and Leadership Workshop & Model Arctic Council,” in collaboration with the University of Alaska Fairbanks. The first international Model Arctic Council took place at the Arctic Science Summit Week in March 2016, organized by the University of Alaska Fairbanks The second fully international Model Arctic Council will take place at the University of Lapland in October 2018, during the Finnish Chairmanship of the Arctic Council. • UArctic Thematic Network on Telecommunications and Networking has been involved in organizing the Arctic Broadband Forum as part of the Week of the Arctic in May 2017, organized through the US Chairmanship of the Arctic Council. The network has also developed a survey on Telecommunications and Broadband Needs in the Arctic, and has worked with the Arctic Economic Council and the Arctic Council Task Force on Telecommunications Infrastructure in the Arctic.• UArctic Thematic Network on Health and Wellbeing is a key partner in the OneHealth initiative under the SDWG that began under the US Chairmanship of the Arctic Council and continues under the Finnish Chairmanship. The network work regularly with AMAP and SDWG Arctic Human Health Expert Group, where its members authors of assessments and reports. 
	Contributions, page 2: (cont'd)• UArctic Thematic Network on Northern Nursing Education has worked to develop the Northern and Indigenous Health and Health Care academic program and related curriculum, organizing its work during the Arctic Science Summit Week (ASSW) and International Congress of Arctic Social Sciences (ICASS).• UArctic Thematic Network on Northern Food Security’s project “The Arctic as a Food Producing Region” was endorsed in by SDWG under the US Chairmanship and continues under the Finnish Chairmanship. The network has published the book The Indigenous Youth, Climate Change and Food Culture, which explores the extraordinary abundance and diversity of the food culture of the indigenous people living in the High North and presents an overview of the culinary world of these people in a single volume. • The UArctic EÀLAT Institute’s SDWG project “EALLU – Arctic Indigenous Youth, Climate Change and Food Culture” maintains and further develops sustainable and resilient reindeer husbandry in the Arctic in the face of climate change and globalization to work towards a vision of creating a better life for circumpolar reindeer herders. • The UArctic Institute for Arctic Policy (University of Alaska Fairbanks and Dartmouth College) were the lead scholars of the Arctic Fulbright Program, a key part of the US Arctic Council Chairmanship program. The Fulbright Arctic Initiative (FAI) creates a network to stimulate international scientific collaboration on Arctic issues while increasing mutual understanding between people of the US and other countries.• The UArctic Thematic on Arctic Safety and Security works closely with EPPR and PAME to become a strong tool to ensure long-term collaborative research and education in the Arctic that can support the Arctic Search and Rescue Agreement.• The UArctic Science & Research Analytics Institute has prepared a series of analysis reports on Arctic research, first presented at the UArctic Congress 2016 in St. Petersburg. These reports demonstrate the importance of research produced in Arctic countries to the scientific understanding of the region, which helps support science-based decision-making through the Arctic Council.UArctic Liaisons to the Arctic CouncilUArctic has continued to strengthen its cooperation with the Arctic Council and its Working Groups, Task Forces, and Expert Groups through the naming of specific UArctic liaisons. Outi Snellman, UArctic Vice-President Organization is the liaison for the Senior Arctic Officials, the Finnish Chairmanship, and the Sustainable Development Working Group (SDWG). Other liaisons from UArctic Thematic Networks:• CAFF: Andy Sortland (UiT The Arctic University of Norway, UArctic Thematic Network on Distance Education and e-Learning) • TFICA: Harri Saarnisaari (University of Oulu, UArctic Thematic Network on Arctic Telecommunications and Networking) f• EPPR: Odd Jarl Borch (Nord University, UArctic Thematic Network on Arctic Safety and Security) for Emergency Prevention, Preparedness and Response. These liaisons maintain contact in relevant areas between UArctic and the Arctic Council and improve the work of UArctic’s Thematic Networks and Institutes in supporting the work of the Arctic Council through its working groups.
	Future plans for contributions: UArctic Congress 2018 Oulu/HelsinkiThe first ever UArctic Congress was held in Saint Petersburg in September 2016, The Congress was the first time that all UArctic bodies – Rectors’ Forum, Board of Governors, Council and Thematic Networks – met together in the same location, and was well attended by leading scientists, and political decision-makers including the Finnish and Russian SAOs. The UArctic Congress 2016 concluded with a panel including Finland’s SAO Aleksi Härkönen, who announced that education would be a key focus of Finland’s chairmanship of the Arctic Council from 2017. At that time, the Council of UArctic has decided that the next Congress will be held in Finland in 2018 and in the future the Congress will follow each Arctic Council Chairmanship’s priorities.The University of Oulu and University of Helsinki will host the UArctic Congress 2018 Septemeber 3-7, 2018. UArctic and the host organizations have coordinated the event closely together with the Finnish chair of the Arctic Council, with the Finnish SAO represented on the Congress Steering Committee. Aleksi Härkönen, Chair of the Senior Arctic Officials of the Arctic Council will speak at the opening, as well as Juha Sipilä (Prime Minister, Finland), Prince Albert II of Monaco, and Grigory V. Trubnikov (Deputy-Minister of Education and Science, Russia). The Senior Arctic Officials of the Arctic Council are expected to have active roles in key events of the Congress, both individually and collectively, to further strengthen the dialogue between science and decision makers in the region.The themes of the UArctic Congress and its science sessions (environmental protection, connectivity, meteorological cooperation) are based on the priorities of the Finnish Chairmanship, with gender equality, the UN Sustainable Development Goals, and the Paris climate change agreement are also strongly represented in the program. Over 300 abstracts have been submitted to 50 parallel science sessions, in addition to a number of prominent keynote speeches.Relevant highlights relevant to our work with the Arctic Council include:• Opening speaker Aleksi Härkönen• Opening Panel “Arctic Agenda 2030 – a Challenge?” addressing the UN Sustainable Development Goals from an Arctic perspective• Plenary panel discussion with Arctic Council Permanent Participants “Education and training in the Arctic: Identifying education and training needs for Arctic Indigenous Peoples”. (panelists are representatives of Permanent Participants, with discussion from Senior Arctic Officials)• Ambassadorial Panel on Arctic Science Diplomacy on how science serves as a tool of diplomacy, as reflected by the 2017 Agreement on Enhancing International Arctic Scientific Cooperation (All SAOs invited as participants to the panel discussion)• Side event UE Climate Diplomacy week conference 2018: “Arctic and Education” (Aleksi Härkönen invited to speak and all SAOs are invited to participate in the discussion)• Closing session (Iceland's SAO is invited to give the closing address on behalf of the incoming Icelandic Chairmanship)• Permanent Participants Panel on Indigenous Higher Education and ScienceIncreased Cooperation with the Arctic Economic CouncilUArctic will continue to develop its good working relationship with the Arctic Economic Council. These efforts will include expanding mobility opportunities to include professional traineeships, short courses for executives and professionals, and connecting student job seekers to employment opportunities.
	Other contributions: UArctic has a concrete collaboration agreement with the Permanent Participants of the Arctic Council to ensure its work is responsive to the needs of northern indigenous peoples. To further strengthen the indigenous perspective of all aspects of UArctic we have a designated Vice-President Indigenous who oversees indigenous interests and needs in UArctic work. UArctic is open to membership from the Permanent Participants (waiving the membership fee). Currently the Aleut International Association, Arctic Athabaskan Council, Gwich'in Council International and RAIPON as members, and the others choosing to participate through other relevant higher education institutions.UArctic cooperates with other major Arctic conferences to help build the science and education agenda and promote the engagement of northern higher education institutions into the programs organized in the form of formal partnership agreements with Arctic Circle, Arctic Frontiers, and the Arctic Science Summit Week.UArctic, IASC and IASSA, as the three science and education related observers to the Arctic Council have a collaboration agreement that has led to many joint initiatives and shared efforts to strengthen northern perspective on science and research in the Arctic. This cooperation also includes representatives in IASC working groups from relevant Thematic Networks, particularly in social and human sciences working group, and in the overall leadership of IASSA. The agreement also focuses on the joint ambition to strengthen and collaborate with APECS. Together with our partners IASC, IASSA and APECS we contribute to the knowledge-based decision making that is the basis of the Arctic Council’s work.UArctic actively took part in the development of the Science Agreement, a major achievement of the Arctic Council member states that has the potential to simplify education and training as well as scientific collaboration in and for the North.Our organizations also cooperate in outreach and communication, as seen in the special issue of UArctic’s Shared Voices magazine published for the 20th anniversary of the Arctic Council.UArctic’s Relationship to Arctic CouncilHaving been created through the initiative of the Arctic Council it is essential for UArctic to maintain and strengthen this close relationship. In addition to now three binding agreements on collaboration in the Arctic in specific areas, UArctic and the Arctic Economic Council are the only Observers that have been fully created through the Arctic Council, as expressed in the Iqaluit declarations 1998 and 2015. UArctic looks forward to strengthen its role as a child of the Arctic Council and help build agenda for a sustainable Arctic.UArctic ChairsProfessor Jeffrey Welker from the University of Alaska Anchorage was appointed as the first UArctic Chair, with the position hosted by the University of Oulu. UArctic Chairs are highly qualified academics who will serve as academic drivers in a broad problem area of relevance to the Arctic. They implement and drive collaborative actions among UArctic members and Thematic Networks; develop research cooperation, including undergraduate, graduate, PhD and postdoctoral scientist training; and build partnerships with the broader Arctic community.Non-Arctic EngagementUArctic’s engagement with non-Arctic countries (nearly all from Arctic Council observer countries) is demonstrated by the growth in UArctic membership from outside the Arctic countries, particularly from China, Korea, and non-Arctic countries in the EU. There are now a total of 25 non-Arctic member institutions. Concrete initiatives with non-Arctic partners such as the Korean Arctic Academy, organized by UArctic and Korea Maritime Institute, demonstrate the value of this cooperation.


