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Instructions for submitting Observer reports 

Introduction 
This document provides the template for Observer reports and instructions for 
submission of reports for Observers.  

The deadline for submission is 1 December 2018. 

According to the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2), every two years Observers 
are asked to submit to the Chairmanship up-to-date information about relevant activities 
and their contributions to the work of the Arctic Council. The following 22 Observers are 
asked to submit a report by 1 December 2018: 

• Germany
• The Netherlands
• Poland
• Switzerland
• The United Kingdom
• International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)
• International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
• Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM)
• OSPAR Commission
• Standing Committee of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region (SCPAR)
• United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE)
• United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)
• World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
• West Nordic Council (WNC)
• The EU
• Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea (ACOPS)
• International Arctic Science Committee (IASC)
• International Union for Circumpolar Health (IUCH)
• National Geographic Society (NGS)
• Northern Forum (NF)
• Oceana
• World Wide Fund for Nature - Global Arctic Program (WWF)

Role of Observers 
The role and responsibilities of Observers, as well as criteria for admission to the Arctic 
Council, can be found in the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2) and the “Observer 
Manual for Subsidiary Bodies.”  
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The primary role of Observers is to observe the work of the Arctic Council. Observers 
contribute to the Arctic Council primarily through engagement at the level of Working 
Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Observers are invited to the meetings and other 
activities of the Arctic Council unless the Senior Arctic Officials decide otherwise. Observers 
may also propose projects through an Arctic State or a Permanent Participant. 

Report submission 
Observer reports should include the relevant information described below and in the 
template.  

(a) A description of the Observer’s contributions to the work of the Arctic Council since the
time of the Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years, with special
focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project participation and support, as
well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(b) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s future plans to contribute to the work of the
Arctic Council, with special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project
participation and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(c) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s contributions to other aspects of the Arctic
Council and its goals not covered in the previous sections since the time of the Observer’s
most recent submission, or in the previous two years.

Observer reports should be submitted electronically to the Arctic Council Secretariat via 
email: acs@arctic-council.org.  

The reports should be submitted to the Arctic Council Secretariat not later than 1 December 
2018. Please bear in mind while preparing your report that all Observer reports will be 
published on the official Arctic Council website (arctic-council.org). 

If an Observer does not submit a report, the Arctic Council will consider this an indication 
that the Observer is no longer interested in maintaining status as an accredited Observer 
to the Arctic Council.  

mailto:acs@arctic-council.org
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Cover sheet 
Full name of state or organization: 

Date of submission: 

Observer’s website, if appropriate: 

Information for appropriate contact person 

Full name: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

Organization or department:  

Job Title:  

Full mailing address:  

Is your state or organization still interested in continuing as an Observer of the Arctic 
Council?  

  Yes  No 
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Observer Report 
Please describe in no more than two pages your state’s or organization’s contributions to 
the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups since 
the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years. Please highlight 
contributions to specific projects, such as through proposals, concept development, in-
kind and financial support, and hosting of meetings. Please detail any collaboration with 
Permanent Participants, such as project proposal endorsement and support.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your state’s or organization’s future 
plans for contributing to the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, 
and/or Expert Groups. Please highlight intentions to contribute to specific projects and to 
collaborate with Permanent Participants.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your state’s or organization’s 
contributions to other aspects of the Arctic Council and its goals not covered by the previous 
sections since the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years.  
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	Full name of state or organization: International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
	Date of submission: 29.01.2019
	Observers website if appropriate: www.iucn.org and www.iucn.org/marine
	Information for appropriate contact person: James Oliver
	Full name: james.oliver@iucn.org
	Telephone: +41 22 999 02 17
	Organization or department: Marine & Polar Programme
	Job title: Programme Operations Officer
	Full mailing address: International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 28 Rue Mauverney1196 GlandSwitzerland
	Council: Yes
	Describe contributions here: IUCN’s activity on polar issues has been quite limited in recent years as our polar coordination position remains vacant.  However, we have engaged in some activities that are of relevance to the region notably on the issue of marine plastic. IUCN worked with academic institutions in Canada and Scandinavia to conduct research on the interaction between discarded plastics (particularly microplastics) and the sub-Arctic and Arctic environment.  This research was particularly focused on the extent to which marine microplastics influence ice formation and melting. The results of this research are still being compiled and should be released by the end of April 2019.  We would be pleased to share this with the Arctic community at that time.  The hypothesis underscoring the research is explained in an IUCN short film (from 2:10): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZb1YER1_sk I am not sure if this was mentioned in any previous reporting to you, however in 2017, IUCN co-released a report with IOC-UNESCO and NRDC on Natural Marine World Heritage in the Arctic Ocean (see https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2017-006.pdf). This report presents the results of a scientific assessment of globally-significant ecosystems in the Arctic Ocean that may be of Outstanding Universal Value with respect to the natural criteria for World Heritage status.  Seven areas were identified through this process: The Bering Strait Ecoregion; Remnant Arctic Multi-Year sea ice and the Northeast Water Polynya Ecoregion; The Northern Baffin Bay Ecoregion; Disko Bay and Store Hellefiskebanke Ecoregion; The Scoresby Sound Polynya Ecoregion; High Arctic Archipelagos and the Great Siberian Polynya.In January 2018, a Russian-language version of the above-mentioned Arctic Marine World Heritage report was produced and distributed.  See https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2017-006-Ru.pdf
	Describe contributions (continued): 
	Future plans to contribute: In 2019, IUCN's Global Marine and Polar Programme will move forward under new leadership.  This will probably lead to a review of all activities and thematic areas under the Programme, including our polar work, and will lead to identification of new strategies and focal areas. Currently, polar issues are handled by individual team members on an ad hoc basis as there is insufficient funding to have a full-time polar coordinator.The Programme will continue to work on issues and threats that are of relevance to the polar regions including ocean acidification and deoxygenation, marine plastics and high seas governance. We will be happy to share the outputs of these efforts.
	Other contributions: 


