Observer reporting template 2017-2019

Instructions for submitting Observer reports
Introduction
This document provides the template for Observer reports and instructions for
submission of reports for Observers.
The deadline for submission is 1 December 2018.
According to the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2), every two years Observers
are asked to submit to the Chairmanship up-to-date information about relevant activities
and their contributions to the work of the Arctic Council. The following 22 Observers are
asked to submit a report by 1 December 2018:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Germany
The Netherlands
Poland
Switzerland
The United Kingdom
International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM)
OSPAR Commission
Standing Committee of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region (SCPAR)
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE)
United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)
World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
West Nordic Council (WNC)
The EU
Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea (ACOPS)
International Arctic Science Committee (IASC)
International Union for Circumpolar Health (IUCH)
National Geographic Society (NGS)
Northern Forum (NF)
Oceana
World Wide Fund for Nature - Global Arctic Program (WWF)

Role of Observers
The role and responsibilities of Observers, as well as criteria for admission to the Arctic
Council, can be found in the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2) and the “Observer
Manual for Subsidiary Bodies.”
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The primary role of Observers is to observe the work of the Arctic Council. Observers
contribute to the Arctic Council primarily through engagement at the level of Working
Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Observers are invited to the meetings and other
activities of the Arctic Council unless the Senior Arctic Officials decide otherwise. Observers
may also propose projects through an Arctic State or a Permanent Participant.

Report submission
Observer reports should include the relevant information described below and in the
template.
(a) A description of the Observer’s contributions to the work of the Arctic Council since the
time of the Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years, with special
focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project participation and support, as
well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.
(b) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s future plans to contribute to the work of the
Arctic Council, with special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project
participation and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.
(c) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s contributions to other aspects of the Arctic
Council and its goals not covered in the previous sections since the time of the Observer’s
most recent submission, or in the previous two years.
Observer reports should be submitted electronically to the Arctic Council Secretariat via
email: acs@arctic-council.org.
The reports should be submitted to the Arctic Council Secretariat not later than 1 December
2018. Please bear in mind while preparing your report that all Observer reports will be
published on the official Arctic Council website (arctic-council.org).
If an Observer does not submit a report, the Arctic Council will consider this an indication
that the Observer is no longer interested in maintaining status as an accredited Observer
to the Arctic Council.
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Cover sheet
Full name of state or organization:

Nordic Council of Ministers
Date of submission:

December 4th, 2018
Observer’s website, if appropriate:

www.norden.org, www.nordregio.org/arctic
Information for appropriate contact person
Full name: Tómas Orri Ragnarsson
Email: tomrag@norden.org
Telephone: +45 60 39 42 56
Organization or department: Office of the Secretary General Job Title: Senior Advisor, International cooperation
Full mailing address:
Nordic Council of Ministers,
Ved Stranden 18
1061 Copenhagen
Denmark

Is your state or organization still interested in continuing as an Observer of the Arctic
Council?
 Yes  No
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Observer Report
Please describe in no more than two pages your state’s or organization’s contributions to
the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups since
the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years. Please highlight
contributions to specific projects, such as through proposals, concept development, inkind and financial support, and hosting of meetings. Please detail any collaboration with
Permanent Participants, such as project proposal endorsement and support.

In the last observer report that the Nordic Council of Minister (NCM) delivered to the Arctic Council the NCM
highlighted its financial contribution to the Arctic Council and its working group projects. In sum, the amount
directly allocated to the Arctic Councils projects and programs in the previous reporting period 2012 - 2016
amounted to 729.463- USD.
Since the last report the NCM has continued to support Arctic Council projects. The NCM Arctic Cooperation
Program, Nordic Partnership for the Arctic 2018-2021, is the main instrument for the NCM to support projects and
research in this regard.
In 2017 the NCM funded four Arctic Council projects by 700.000 DKK from its open application round of around six
million Danish Crowns. A total of 20 projects were supported from the open application round. The amount is
approximately 107 thousand USD to these four projects. These projects are: Arctic Marine Protected Areas phase
III, Arctic Ship Data Project, Assessing Marine Litter in the Arctic and Arctic Marine Best Practices Information. In
addition, other AC WG projects have received supported projects that the WG's participate in but do not lead for
example in the SDWG Working Group.
In 2018 a new four year Arctic Cooperation program was launched, the name of the program is Nordic Partnership
for the Arctic 2018-2021. In this program period the aim is to align the program and the four categories in it with
UN Agenda 2030 and Sustainable Development Goals. In June 2018 total of 6,52 million DKK were allocated to
total 22 projects in four categories. Four of those were projects lead by the Arctic Council WG and they received
total amount of 917.000 DKK or approximately 139.000 USD. These projects are: Arctic Pedagogy in Teacher
Education, Desktop Study on Marine Litter, Arctic Marine Best Practices Forum and ECONOR IV Analysis of
Arctic Economies.
The total amount from NCM Arctic Program to Arctic Council Projects from open application round in 2017 and
2018 is 246.000 USD.
In addition, the Arctic Council Working Group and subsidiary bodies, including task forces received funds directly
from the Arctic Programs political priorities fund. In that regard it is worth highlighting the following projects:
Arctic Business Analysis - a report in four parts focusing on opportunities for people, businesses and investments
in the Arctic, this was a collaborative effort with the Arctic Economic Council and launched at Arctic Frontiers in
January 2018. Total allocated amount 500.000 DKK.
Arctic Biodiversity Congress - support to the CAFF Working Group to hold the 2nd Arctic Biodiversity Congress in
Rovaniemi, 9-12th October 2018. Total amount 500.000 DKK.
Top of the World Broadband Summit - Organized by the Arctic Economic Council for the third time in Sapporo,
Japan, June 27-28th, 2018. Total amount 400.000 DKK
Environmental Impact Assessment Workshop - An SDWG sponsored project, support provided to hold a workshop
in Rovaniemi, 11-12 December 2017. Total amount 200.000 DKK.
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your state’s or organization’s future
plans for contributing to the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces,
and/or Expert Groups. Please highlight intentions to contribute to specific projects and to
collaborate with Permanent Participants.
The main instrument for the Nordic Council of Ministers to contribute to the Arctic
Council is its annual budget of about 9,5 million DKK that is administered though
the NCM Arctic Program.
The program is a funding mechanism to support projects that are related to the
Arctic. The program is now divided up in four categories: People, Planet, Prosperity
and Partnership.
The People category focuses on the human dimension and the population in the
Arctic, including the indigenous population.
The Planet category focuses on the environment and flora and fauna of the region.
The Prosperity category focuses on the economic aspect of the region and
sustainable economic development in the Arctic.
The Partnership category focuses on creating partnerships both within the region
and outside of the region to increase understanding and promote cooperation on
Arctic issues.
This program will run until the end of 2021. These four categories allow the NCM to
support large range of projects related to the Arctic. It is worth noting that during the
development of the new program the then newly adopted Sustainable
Developments Goals were aligned with the categories and outcome of the program.
It is therefore highly likely that the NCM will, as in the past, continue to support
projects sponsored and run by the Working Groups. The program is now over 20
years old, well known to institutions and organizations and the AC working groups
have frequently applied for funds from the program for their projects with good
results.
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your state’s or organization’s
contributions to other aspects of the Arctic Council and its goals not covered by the previous
sections since the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years.

Since 1996 when the NCM Arctic Cooperation Program was established there has
always been a strong Arctic Council element when it comes to supporting projects
from the NCM Arctic Cooperation Program.
The Nordic Council of Ministers Arctic Cooperation Program is an important
instrument for the NCM and it´s members to demonstrate the importance of the
region and its development for its members. The program is primarily an
instrument for project support that achieves it´s aims through supporting projects
that are found to be important for enhancing knowledge about the Arctic and
contribute in a positive way for the indigenous and local populations in the region.
The Nordic Council of Ministers mission is to facilitate intergovernmental
cooperation that adds value and raises the profile of the region, both in the region
itself and abroad. The focus on the Arctic for the NCM and is members is in line
with this mission.
It not only puts focus on the Arctic and cooperation between institutions,
organizations and other stakeholders in the Nordic region but also allows for actors
and stakeholders outside of the region to take part, including Canadian, Russian
and US since the program is open to them as well.
It also supports and underpins international efforts such as the implementation of
the Paris agreement and the UN Agenda 2030 by putting special focus on
environmental protection and sustainable development in the Arctic Cooperation
Program.
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