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Instructions for submitting Observer reports 

Introduction 
This document provides the template for Observer reports and instructions for 
submission of reports for Observers.  

The deadline for submission is 1 December 2018. 

According to the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2), every two years Observers 
are asked to submit to the Chairmanship up-to-date information about relevant activities 
and their contributions to the work of the Arctic Council. The following 22 Observers are 
asked to submit a report by 1 December 2018: 

• Germany
• The Netherlands
• Poland
• Switzerland
• The United Kingdom
• International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)
• International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
• Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM)
• OSPAR Commission
• Standing Committee of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region (SCPAR)
• United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE)
• United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)
• World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
• West Nordic Council (WNC)
• The EU
• Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea (ACOPS)
• International Arctic Science Committee (IASC)
• International Union for Circumpolar Health (IUCH)
• National Geographic Society (NGS)
• Northern Forum (NF)
• Oceana
• World Wide Fund for Nature - Global Arctic Program (WWF)

Role of Observers 
The role and responsibilities of Observers, as well as criteria for admission to the Arctic 
Council, can be found in the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2) and the “Observer 
Manual for Subsidiary Bodies.”  
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The primary role of Observers is to observe the work of the Arctic Council. Observers 
contribute to the Arctic Council primarily through engagement at the level of Working 
Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Observers are invited to the meetings and other 
activities of the Arctic Council unless the Senior Arctic Officials decide otherwise. Observers 
may also propose projects through an Arctic State or a Permanent Participant. 

Report submission 
Observer reports should include the relevant information described below and in the 
template.  

(a) A description of the Observer’s contributions to the work of the Arctic Council since the
time of the Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years, with special
focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project participation and support, as
well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(b) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s future plans to contribute to the work of the
Arctic Council, with special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project
participation and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(c) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s contributions to other aspects of the Arctic
Council and its goals not covered in the previous sections since the time of the Observer’s
most recent submission, or in the previous two years.

Observer reports should be submitted electronically to the Arctic Council Secretariat via 
email: acs@arctic-council.org.  

The reports should be submitted to the Arctic Council Secretariat not later than 1 December 
2018. Please bear in mind while preparing your report that all Observer reports will be 
published on the official Arctic Council website (arctic-council.org). 

If an Observer does not submit a report, the Arctic Council will consider this an indication 
that the Observer is no longer interested in maintaining status as an accredited Observer 
to the Arctic Council.  

mailto:acs@arctic-council.org
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Cover sheet 
Full name of state or organization: 

Date of submission: 

Observer’s website, if appropriate: 

Information for appropriate contact person 

Full name: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

Organization or department:  

Job Title:  

Full mailing address:  

Is your state or organization still interested in continuing as an Observer of the Arctic 
Council?  

  Yes  No 
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Observer Report 
Please describe in no more than two pages your state’s or organization’s contributions to 
the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups since 
the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years. Please highlight 
contributions to specific projects, such as through proposals, concept development, in-
kind and financial support, and hosting of meetings. Please detail any collaboration with 
Permanent Participants, such as project proposal endorsement and support.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your state’s or organization’s future 
plans for contributing to the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, 
and/or Expert Groups. Please highlight intentions to contribute to specific projects and to 
collaborate with Permanent Participants.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your state’s or organization’s 
contributions to other aspects of the Arctic Council and its goals not covered by the previous 
sections since the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years.  
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	Full name of state or organization: Oceana
	Date of submission: 11/29/2018
	Observers website if appropriate: www.oceana.org 
	Information for appropriate contact person: Susan Murray
	Full name: smurray@oceana.org
	Telephone: +1 (907) 586-4050
	Organization or department: 
	Job title: Deputy Vice President
	Full mailing address: Oceana175 S. Franklin St., Ste 418Juneau, AK 99801
	Council: Yes
	Describe contributions here: Oceana was granted observer status in May of 2017 at the 10th Arctic Council Ministerial Meeting in Fairbanks, Alaska. That meeting served as our re-introduction to the Arctic Council and its members, and has allowed us the opportunity to share our ideas, expertise and approaches to ocean conservation in the Arctic.  The past 18 months have been a process of discovery, as we explored the best avenues for Oceana to contribute to the Council's work, including participating in working groups and observing and engaging in a number of Ministerial and Scientific meetings. For example, in September of 2017 at the Protecting Arctic Marine Environment PAME-II meeting in Helsinki we presented our Ecological Atlas of the Bering, Beaufort and Chukchi Seas. The atlas integrates indigenous knowledge with academic science to provide as clear a picture as possible of the diversity and distribution of fish, birds, marine mammals, invertebrates and other elements that compose the marine ecosystem of the United States Arctic region.The atlas was well received both during the presentation and throughout the meeting, where we shared hard copies and digital versions with interested participants. In our domestic work in the United States tools like our atlas have proven invaluable as a way to share the best available science with policymakers, stakeholders and the public in an easy to understand format. Responsible ocean management practices must be based on as much good science and information as possible, and tools like the Ecological Atlas of the Bering, Beaufort and Chukchi Seas can play an essential role in those decisions. It is our hope that as these atlases returned with Council members to their home countries they sparked conversations, broadened perspectives and deepened an understanding of not only the ecosystems of the U.S. Arctic, but of how Arctic nations and participants can create new tools to better understand the current state of Arctic marine ecosystems and further our shared goal of a sustainable Arctic for all.The Ecological Atlas of the Bering, Beaufort and Chukchi Seas also provides an excellent example of Oceana's approach to ocean conservation, rooted in sound science and a precautionary approach to development, particularly in the face of rapid climate change and other stressors that are already impacting our oceans in ways we do not yet understand. 
	Describe contributions (continued): Over the past 18 months Oceana worked to share that approach and our perspectives and expertise at the Arctic Council and the Protecting Arctic Marine Environments (PAME) working group, particularly within the Sustainable Development, Marine Protected Areas, and Ecosystem Approaches discussions. Each of these goals overlap well with Oceana's overall mission and years of campaign work for healthy oceans. As we became more familiar with the Arctic Council process we found more ways to contribute, whether bringing new scientific ideas to the table or helping to explore collaborative and productive policy solutions for protecting ocean ecosystems. Oceana has a long and successful history of identifying and protecting Important Ecological Areas in the United States, while still providing for opportunities for responsible, sustainable fishing and other economic activity in the ocean. Oceana scientists brought that unique history and expertise to PAME workgroup meetings focused on Marine Protected Areas, assisting in the development of specific language and advising on existing projects and products created by the workgroup, as well as bringing new ideas to the table based on our domestic work.To that same end, at the Arctic Biodiversity Congress in October in Rovaniemi, Finland, Oceana scientist Jon Warrenchuk gave a presentation entitled "A Methodology for Identifying Important Ecological Areas in the Arctic" at the Status, Challenges and Opportunities for Arctic Ocean Protection and Governance session. The presentation and subsequent panel discussion was well received and provided another opportunity to share our national work on Important Ecological Areas and the potential opportunities for the principles and practices of that work to be expanded within the Arctic Council and across Arctic nations. Oceana also submitted a statement for consideration at the concurrent Arctic Environment Ministers Meeting, highlighting our support and offering assistance as Arctic countries look to act on the adoption and implementation of United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 14.5, which calls for the world to conserve at least 10 percent of coastal and marine areas by 2020. In November of 2018 at the Senior Arctic Officials Meeting in Rovaniemi, Oceana Deputy Vice President Susan Murray presented observer comments focused on Oceana's ongoing work to protect biodiversity in the world’s oceans, and how that approach could be expanded into international forums, especially the Arctic Council. This included referencing much of the contributions mentioned above, including our atlases and Important Ecological Areas work, as well as highlighting Global Fishing Watch, a free, globally available online tool developed by Oceana that tracks fishing vessel activity around the world.We continue to appreciate the chance to add value to the Arctic Council, its working groups and projects focused on best practices for environmental assessments, ecosystem-based approaches to ocean management, and how Marine Protected Areas contribute to the health of ocean ecosystems. 
	Future plans to contribute: Oceana appreciates the work of the Arctic Council to encourage collaboration and the sharing of information and ideas amongst all Arctic peoples and stakeholders. This work is key in advancing a global Arctic vision based on sustainable development and environmental protection for the region’s remarkable ecosystems and vibrant communities. Our scientists and policy experts anticipate continuing to engage within the Protecting Arctic Marine Environments (PAME) working group, including at the MPA, Ecosystem Approaches and Sustainable Development discussions and gatherings. Our ongoing work in the U.S. Arctic will also continue to intersect with the work of the Arctic Council, as new industries look to the north and the world races to keep up with the impacts of climate change, which is already happening at an accelerated and frightening rate in the Arctic. We look forward to sharing our Arctic expertise and continuing to add value to Arctic Council discussions and products, both at Arctic Council meetings as well as outside of those gatherings where appropriate. To that end, we anticipate working with members of the Arctic Council to help achieve United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 14.5, which calls for the world to conserve at least 10 percent of coastal and marine areas by 2020. The Arctic Council affirmed that goal at the Fairbanks meeting in 2017, and Oceana is uniquely positioned to assist in evaluating and advising on progress towards that goal, based on the best available science and in the context of representativeness and connectivity across the Large Marine Ecosystems of the Arctic.To preserve marine biodiversity, it is essential to know what is in the ocean, what the threats are, and what we are at risk of losing. Oceana's ecological atlases and other tools and expertise can assist the Council and the PAME working group to answer those questions, and we remain excited to contribute to Council's efforts to preserve the health of the marine ecosystems of the Arctic for generations to come.
	Other contributions: Oceana is the world's largest conservation organization solely dedicated to protecting the world's oceans. Our campaign-based approach brings science, law and the public to work for policy victories that help protect ocean habitats, maintain biodiversity, combat climate change and pollution, and ensure the world’s oceans are healthy to sustain marine life and feed the world for generations to come.In large part due to our campaigns in the United States, large areas of the Beaufort, Chukchi and Bering seas now have precautionary measures in place to protect marine ecosystems from excessive industrial fishing, shipping, and oil and gas development. Oceana, in concert with our partners and working with local communities, was instrumental in the development and eventual enactment of policies that can serve as models for other potential conservation activities across the Arctic.In addition, Oceana and partners developed Global Fishing Watch, which tracks all fishing vessels across the globe using Automatic Identification System (AIS) technology. This free and globally available tool has already been a valuable part of identifying and preventing illegal or unregulated fishing practices around the world, and will be an essential tool to gather information and enforce regulations in the Arctic as an increasingly ice-free world leads to an influx of new vessel traffic and new industries.We remain committed to a science-based, precautionary approach to protect ocean ecosystems, and share the Arctic Council's vision to create "more integrated approaches to address both existing and emerging challenges of the Arctic marine and coastal environments," as highlighted by the Protecting Arctic Marine Ecosystems working group. Key to these efforts is integrating all aspects of the best available science, including indigenous knowledge, to present the clearest picture of what is happening in our oceans, when and where it is happening, and how it might affect the marine life, ocean ecosystems and people.Our campaign work to protect U.S. and other national Arctic marine ecosystems naturally intersects with the ongoing work of the Arctic Council. Just as the fish, marine mammals, birds and invertebrates of Arctic marine ecosystems cross international boundaries, so do the benefits of sustainable practices developed and implemented within each Arctic nation.


