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Instructions for submitting Observer reports 

Introduction 
This document provides the template for Observer reports and instructions for 
submission of reports for Observers.  

The deadline for submission is 1 December 2018. 

According to the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2), every two years Observers 
are asked to submit to the Chairmanship up-to-date information about relevant activities 
and their contributions to the work of the Arctic Council. The following 22 Observers are 
asked to submit a report by 1 December 2018: 

• Germany
• The Netherlands
• Poland
• Switzerland
• The United Kingdom
• International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)
• International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
• Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM)
• OSPAR Commission
• Standing Committee of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region (SCPAR)
• United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE)
• United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)
• World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
• West Nordic Council (WNC)
• The EU
• Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea (ACOPS)
• International Arctic Science Committee (IASC)
• International Union for Circumpolar Health (IUCH)
• National Geographic Society (NGS)
• Northern Forum (NF)
• Oceana
• World Wide Fund for Nature - Global Arctic Program (WWF)

Role of Observers 
The role and responsibilities of Observers, as well as criteria for admission to the Arctic 
Council, can be found in the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2) and the “Observer 
Manual for Subsidiary Bodies.”  
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The primary role of Observers is to observe the work of the Arctic Council. Observers 
contribute to the Arctic Council primarily through engagement at the level of Working 
Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Observers are invited to the meetings and other 
activities of the Arctic Council unless the Senior Arctic Officials decide otherwise. Observers 
may also propose projects through an Arctic State or a Permanent Participant. 

Report submission 
Observer reports should include the relevant information described below and in the 
template.  

(a) A description of the Observer’s contributions to the work of the Arctic Council since the
time of the Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years, with special
focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project participation and support, as
well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(b) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s future plans to contribute to the work of the
Arctic Council, with special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project
participation and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(c) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s contributions to other aspects of the Arctic
Council and its goals not covered in the previous sections since the time of the Observer’s
most recent submission, or in the previous two years.

Observer reports should be submitted electronically to the Arctic Council Secretariat via 
email: acs@arctic-council.org.  

The reports should be submitted to the Arctic Council Secretariat not later than 1 December 
2018. Please bear in mind while preparing your report that all Observer reports will be 
published on the official Arctic Council website (arctic-council.org). 

If an Observer does not submit a report, the Arctic Council will consider this an indication 
that the Observer is no longer interested in maintaining status as an accredited Observer 
to the Arctic Council.  

mailto:acs@arctic-council.org
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Cover sheet 
Full name of state or organization: 

Date of submission: 

Observer’s website, if appropriate: 

Information for appropriate contact person 

Full name: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

Organization or department:  

Job Title:  

Full mailing address:  

Is your state or organization still interested in continuing as an Observer of the Arctic 
Council?  

  Yes  No 
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Observer Report 
Please describe in no more than two pages your state’s or organization’s contributions to 
the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups since 
the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years. Please highlight 
contributions to specific projects, such as through proposals, concept development, in-
kind and financial support, and hosting of meetings. Please detail any collaboration with 
Permanent Participants, such as project proposal endorsement and support.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your state’s or organization’s future 
plans for contributing to the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, 
and/or Expert Groups. Please highlight intentions to contribute to specific projects and to 
collaborate with Permanent Participants.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your state’s or organization’s 
contributions to other aspects of the Arctic Council and its goals not covered by the previous 
sections since the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years.  
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	Full name of state or organization: Republic of Poland
	Date of submission: 5.12.2018
	Observers website if appropriate: n/a
	Information for appropriate contact person: Piotr Rakowski
	Full name: piotr.rakowski@msz.gov.pl
	Telephone: 0048 22 523 93 31
	Organization or department: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Legal and Treaty Department
	Job title: Senior advisor for Arctic affairs
	Full mailing address: Jana Christiana Szucha Street 2300-580 WarsawPoland
	Council: Yes
	Describe contributions here: As a general remark it has to be stated that Poland's contribution to Arctic Council work is still modest and far from being comprehensive. However, the state attempts to develop its engagement in the future, comparing with the previous years. And to provide a stronger and in-depth link between rich Polish history of Arctic research and international political contribution. In the last two years, Poland's overall engagement into Arctic Council's work in last 2 years may be divided into two applicable categories:1. expert one2. political one.Regardind the first category, Poland continued its Observer activity with selected Working Groups and monitored activities of other subsidiary bodies to idenify potential initiatives and projects that could be supported by the Polish institutions and experts. In the reporting period, Poland again concentrated on two WGs and sent its representatives to Arctic Marine Environment Working Group PAME on relatively regular basis. Especially it applies to PAME Shipping Expert Group. However, besides a standard contribution to WG work (participation in the meetings, providing expert opinions, etc), it has also engaged in recent initiative to strenghten the role of the Observers. Poland is one of the sponsors of the initiative to organize a specific workshops alongside aforementioned Shipping Expert Group to be devoted to specific Arctic shipping environment. One of the forms of support is providing a venue for the workshop. The initiative started in 2018 and the recent meeting where the proposal was discussed was PAME meeting in Vladivostok between 1 and 4 October 2018. The proposal and Poland's engagement will continue further. Polish representative holds the position of the co-leader in the Benthos group that was established under the auspicies of the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna Working Group CAFF. The expert was participating in majority of the meetings, contributing to the group's work and providing overall support. This activity shall be continued in the future. Occassionally, Polish representatives participated in the SDWG meetings in 2017 and 2018. Poland also continued its participation in the system of exchanging data established by the Expert Group on Black Carbon and Methane EGBCM regarding national black carbon emmissions in last 2 years, in particular providing the inmput to the overall report in 2018.On regular basis comments and replies were provided within the system of consultations of different documents distributed by Arctic Council WGs secretaries. Additionally, it has to be stated that Poland always tried to respond positively to different individual initiatives of the Arctic Council chairmanship. For instance, Polish expert from the Enviromental Protection Institute presented an address during Arctic Council Ministers of Environment Meeting in Rovaniemi in 2018.Regarding the political category, Polish representatives participated in all Senior Arctic Officials meetings in 2017 and 2018 i.e. during US and Finnish Chairmanship. Additionally, Poland participated actively in the recent Arctic Science Ministerial Forum in Berlin in October 2018 that ws organized by Finland, Germany and the EU. In May 2018, in the margins of Warsaw Fornat Meeting, the meeting between Polish Foreign Minister and the SAO Chair was organized for the first time since the initiative was established. 
	Describe contributions (continued): 
	Future plans to contribute: Polish Polar Policy, a national strategy to cover both Arctic and Antarctic, is at the final stage of adoption by the Government. It provides a sets of goals in relation to both polar regions including strenghtening of the engagement into different levels of cooperation, above all with the Arctic Council. Therefore it is foreseen that the level of participation of Polish experts in other WGs and Task Forces may be extended and result in more active engagement. Regarding already existing forms of active participation in the Arctic Council working structures, Poland will definetely continue its engagement with PAME (in particular via Shipping Expert Group) and CAFF (via Benthos group) WGs in 2019 and onwards as well as it will monitor further activitiesin view to providing more expertise and support. There is foreseen that once the Arctic Council Scientific Agreement will be fully operational, Poland will be interested in pursuing possible forms of research and scientific collaboration with different partners, in accordance with the aforementioned agreement. Permanent Participants were particpating in some of the previous Warsaw Format Meetings and its future engagement with the initiative will be considered. Nevertheless, one of the key principles of the Polish Polar Policy (applicable to Arctic) and its future implementation is respect towards Indigenous Peoples' rights, interests, culture and traditions. This approach was upheld so far and will be continued. As indicated in previous reports, Poland's main scientific and research assets in the Arctic are the polar stations: Hornsund Station in Svalbard (operating annually) and 4 seasonal stations operated by Polish universities. The Hornsund Station remains the part of the global research programmes and initiatives: Global Change Programme, European Biodiversity Flagship Site, Svalbard Integrated Arctic Earth Observing System and PolarPOL. All of the resesrchers cooperate actively with their external partners and collaborators. As stated previously, Poland confirms its readiness to host meetings of the Arctic Council subsidiary bodies and/or seminars and worksjops to be organized under the auspicies of the Arctic Council. 
	Other contributions: In 2010 Poland launched an initiative called "Warsaw Format Meeting". It is a specific platform that allows the representatives of the Arctic Council Observer States, the EU and current chairmanship of the Arctic Council to engage into direct dialogue and exchange of views on relevant topics related to Arctic Council's activities and specific projects related to the Arctic.The meetings were organized in Warsaw since its establishment and planned as biannual ones. However, during the last meeting of WFM it was agreed that once all the participants agree, the meetings may be organized on annual basis. The next one is foreseen in June 2019. One of the proposals is to consider direct dialogue and exchange of views with the representatives of the Arctic Economic Council. Potentially, it may also include the representative(s) of the Permament Participants' organizations. The WFM working meetings were also organized in the margins of SAO meetings during Finnish chairmanship.Additionally, the expert working group establihed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs i.e. Polar Task Force that comprises the polar reserachers and scientists as well as representatives of various ministries and central bodies shall continue its works and concentrate firmly on the future of the Arctic and the cooperation with the Arctic Council.Polar Task Force, through its Twitter account that was established in 2018, also supports the activities of the Arctic Council and its chairmanship.Poland also initiated the project called Edu-Arctic which is an e-learing and training platform engaging both the teachers and the pupils from the different schools in many countries on various aspects of the Arctic. The project will be continued in forthcoming years and is supported i.a. by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Finally, Poland also supported Finnish chairmanship with the event in the margins of COP'24 in Katowice in 2018 on black carbon emmissions. Representatives of Polish relevant institutions engage and participate in various initiatives and platforms concerning the Arctic and its future e.g. annual Arctic Circle  Assemblies, Arctic Frontiers or Arctic Futures as well as collaborate and continue dialogue on bilateral basis with the Arctic states and other stakeholders. 


