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Instructions for submitting Observer reports 

Introduction 
This document provides the template for Observer reports and instructions for 
submission of reports for Observers.  

The deadline for submission is 1 December 2018. 

According to the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2), every two years Observers 
are asked to submit to the Chairmanship up-to-date information about relevant activities 
and their contributions to the work of the Arctic Council. The following 22 Observers are 
asked to submit a report by 1 December 2018: 

• Germany
• The Netherlands
• Poland
• Switzerland
• The United Kingdom
• International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)
• International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
• Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM)
• OSPAR Commission
• Standing Committee of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region (SCPAR)
• United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE)
• United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)
• World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
• West Nordic Council (WNC)
• The EU
• Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea (ACOPS)
• International Arctic Science Committee (IASC)
• International Union for Circumpolar Health (IUCH)
• National Geographic Society (NGS)
• Northern Forum (NF)
• Oceana
• World Wide Fund for Nature - Global Arctic Program (WWF)

Role of Observers 
The role and responsibilities of Observers, as well as criteria for admission to the Arctic 
Council, can be found in the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2) and the “Observer 
Manual for Subsidiary Bodies.”  
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The primary role of Observers is to observe the work of the Arctic Council. Observers 
contribute to the Arctic Council primarily through engagement at the level of Working 
Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Observers are invited to the meetings and other 
activities of the Arctic Council unless the Senior Arctic Officials decide otherwise. Observers 
may also propose projects through an Arctic State or a Permanent Participant. 

Report submission 
Observer reports should include the relevant information described below and in the 
template.  

(a) A description of the Observer’s contributions to the work of the Arctic Council since the
time of the Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years, with special
focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project participation and support, as
well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(b) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s future plans to contribute to the work of the
Arctic Council, with special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project
participation and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(c) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s contributions to other aspects of the Arctic
Council and its goals not covered in the previous sections since the time of the Observer’s
most recent submission, or in the previous two years.

Observer reports should be submitted electronically to the Arctic Council Secretariat via 
email: acs@arctic-council.org.  

The reports should be submitted to the Arctic Council Secretariat not later than 1 December 
2018. Please bear in mind while preparing your report that all Observer reports will be 
published on the official Arctic Council website (arctic-council.org). 

If an Observer does not submit a report, the Arctic Council will consider this an indication 
that the Observer is no longer interested in maintaining status as an accredited Observer 
to the Arctic Council.  

mailto:acs@arctic-council.org
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Cover sheet 
Full name of state or organization: 

Date of submission: 

Observer’s website, if appropriate: 

Information for appropriate contact person 

Full name: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

Organization or department:  

Job Title:  

Full mailing address:  

Is your state or organization still interested in continuing as an Observer of the Arctic 
Council?  

  Yes  No 
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Observer Report 
Please describe in no more than two pages your state’s or organization’s contributions to 
the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups since 
the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years. Please highlight 
contributions to specific projects, such as through proposals, concept development, in-
kind and financial support, and hosting of meetings. Please detail any collaboration with 
Permanent Participants, such as project proposal endorsement and support.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your state’s or organization’s future 
plans for contributing to the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, 
and/or Expert Groups. Please highlight intentions to contribute to specific projects and to 
collaborate with Permanent Participants.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your state’s or organization’s 
contributions to other aspects of the Arctic Council and its goals not covered by the previous 
sections since the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years.  
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	Full name of state or organization: World Wide Fund for Nature 
	Date of submission: 27 November 2018 
	Observers website if appropriate: https://arcticwwf.org/
	Information for appropriate contact person: Lotta Manninen
	Full name: Lotta.manninen@wwf.fi 
	Telephone: +358503028364
	Organization or department: WWF Global Arctic Programme 
	Job title: Senior Specialist 
	Full mailing address: 275 Slater StreetSuite 810Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H9Canada
	Council: Yes
	Describe contributions here: 1. Climate Change Adaptation and ResilienceWWF has been active in the work of Arctic Resilience Forum.For example, we have contributed to Arctic Resilience Action Framework and participated to the Arctic Resilience Forum in the10-11 September 2018 in Rovaniemi, Finland.2. Stewardship of the Arctic Marine EnvironmentWWF has initiated a project called the Pan-Arctic Marine Protected Areas Network (PAMPAN) with the overall goal of identifying and mapping an ecologically representative and well-connected pan-Arctic network of marine areas that require special management for the conservation and protection of biodiversity, ecological processes, and associated ecosystem services and cultural values. All final results as well as intermediate outputs will be shared with the Arctic Council and its bodies and submitted to other relevant bodies to inform planning and management decisions. We are actively contributing the Arctic marine shipping at both PAME and EPPR.At PAME, we work on underwater noise disturbance, finding alternatives to heavy fuel, grey water issues and low impacts shipping corridors. We have also contributed to Polar Code harmonization and linking of Polar code II to work of the IMO. At EPPR, WWF has presented our oil spill response capabilities and contributed to oil spill response in indigenous communities´ work. We arranged workshop jointly with EPPR on a similar subject area at CAFF Arctic Biodiversity Congress in Rovaniemi in October 2018. We have contributed to ASMA refresh, ASTD discussion and CASA, opportunities to contribute to mapping and risk assessments via the provision of sensitivity data.WWF also contributed material to and have taken part in every meeting of PAME's Arctic Shipping best practice forum.
	Describe contributions (continued): 3. Conservation of Arctic BiodiversityWWF, together with Canada and OSPAR, co-led a work item in the PAME working group that produced a report titled: underwater noise in the Arctic: a State of Knowledge Review. This report is planned to be final by May 2019.WWF became a member of the Marine working group of CAFF in 2018. WWF was also part of the advisory committee for the Arctic Biodiversity Congress in Rovaniemi, October 2018. At the congress, WWF chaired or co-chaired five sessions and participated in an additional seven sessions. WWF also published a special edition of our Arctic magazine, the Circle, to be released in conjunction with the CAFF Arctic Biodiversity Congress, and fully devoted to the congress.Together with CAFF, we organized the Arctic Youth Summit, which was held in parallel with the Arctic Biodiversity Congress 2018, October 5-12, 2018 to facilitate engagement by youth representatives with various stakeholders present at the Congress regarding conservation and the sustainable use of Arctic biodiversity. The objective was to create spaces or opportunities for dialogue amongst youth and with the appropriate people around the world to share their perspectives.We also published a special edition of our Arctic magazine the Circle fully devoted to Arctic Biodiversity, parallel with the CAFF Biodiveristy Congress. 5. Sustainable Development WWF participated in Arctic Environmental Impact Assessment workshop in Rovaniemi in December 2017. We have participated in all Sustainable working group meetings since fall 2017 and provided a presentation on Arctic Blue Economy as an information item in the meeting held in March 2018. 
	Future plans to contribute: 1. Climate Change Adaptation and ResilienceFurther contribute to the Adaptation Actions for a Changing Arctic and the Arctic Resilience2. Stewardship of the Arctic Marine EnvironmentWWF plans to remain as a co-lead for subsequent work items on underwater noise taken up by the Arctic Council in 2019-2021. This will of course depend on one of the Arctic states taking the lead to continue work on this topic, which ideally would be a cross-cutting initiative across multiple working groups and would include substantial involvement by Permanent Participants.3. Conservation of Arctic BiodiversityWWF will continue to be a member of the Marine Working Group of CAFF. See also above, which applies if a work item on underwater noise is taken up jointly by CAFF. WWF would also like to continue to facilitate Arctic Youth Engagement with the Arctic Council.4. Oil and Gas Spills Prevention and ResponseWWF plans to engage actively on the EPPR project: Guidelines and tools for marine risk assessments in the Arctic Region.5. Sustainable development WWF plans to develop a project under the concept of Arctic Blue Economy at the Sustainable Development working group. 
	Other contributions: 6. Other future plansWe plan to tollow and contribute to the development of Arctic Council´s working groups’ work plans, where appropriate, and identify opportunities to engage with Arctic states, Permanent Participants and other Observers in emerging projects during the next chairmanship period.We plan to continue to play a role in promoting the protection and conservation of the Arctic region as partners in the implementation of the Arctic Council’s decisions and recommendations and translating its principles into practical actions at local, national, regional and global level.We will also publish a second edition of Arctic Council Conservation Scorecards to support strong and transparent mechanisms to monitor national implementation of Arctic Council decisions and recommendations.


