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CHAIR’S SUMMARY 

Online meeting of the Expert Group on  

Black Carbon and Methane, 27-29 January 2021 

The Expert Group on Black Carbon and Methane (EGBCM) held an online meeting on 27-29 
January 2021. Kristín Linda Árnadóttir (Iceland) chaired the meeting. Participants included the 
eight Arctic States (Canada, Finland, Kingdom of Denmark, Iceland, Norway, Russian 
Federation, Sweden and the United States); five Observer States (Germany, India, Italy, Japan, 
Poland) and the European Union. Also the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme 
(AMAP) attended parts of the meeting. On the third meeting day, representatives of the EU-
funded Action on Black Carbon project took part to present the project.  

STATUS OF AMAP SLCF 2021 ASSESSMENT 
Simon Wilson from the AMAP Secretariat presented the status of delivery and findings relevant 
to the EGBCM of the AMAP Assessment 2021: “Arctic climate, air quality, and health impacts 
from short-lived climate forcers (SLCFs)”. The assessment shows that black carbon and 
methane continue to be important climate forcers that require further action, and that a need 
remains to better integrate policy addressing air quality and climate change. 

The Chair thanked AMAP for good cooperation and coordination during the past Chairmanship.  
As the AMAP’s SLCF work feeds into and supports the work of the EGBCM, the Chair was 
pleased that AMAP had shared the draft SLCF technical report and Summary for Policy-Makers 
for the Chair’s writing group’s internal use. As agreed, the accuracy of any references to the 
AMAP documents in the EGBCM Summary Report will be checked against the final approved 
versions. 

RUSSIAN EGBCM CHAIRMANSHIP 2021-2023 
The Head of Delegation for the Russian Federation, Veronika Ginzburg, gave an update on the 
plans for the incoming Russian EGBCM Chairmanship. Russia plans to pay special attention to 
methodological improvements, completeness of coverage and structuring of black carbon & 
methane emission data, in order to assess the state, trends and projections of emissions – 
ultimately, to achieve the collective goal of reducing emissions in the Arctic. At national level, 
Russia will build up a national system for monitoring emissions and pollution of the Arctic 
region of the country, also to address its commitments in the Arctic Council. Russia’s plans 
were positively received, and the group looks forward to continuing the good cooperation. 

TRANSLATING THE 2021 SUMMARY REPORT 
To support broadening outreach efforts of the EGBCM work, Canada had reached out to the 
Chair with an offer to allocate funds for translating the upcoming EGBCM 2021 Summary of 
Progress and Recommendations report (Summary Report) into Russian. The group welcomed 
Canada’s offer, and Russia expressed its appreciation to Canada for its support to strengthen the 
groups outreach efforts. The Arctic Council Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat (IPS) had also 
tentatively offered help with translating the 2019 recommendations into Russian, to facilitate 
some of the Permanent Participants’ contributions to the EGBCM. So far only the 2017 report’s 
Executive Summary and Recommendations have been translated into Russian (available here). 

https://oaarchive.arctic-council.org/handle/11374/1936
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The Chair concluded by thanking Canada for their support to the EGBCM, asking Canada to 
look into further details with the Arctic Council Secretariat (ACS) as necessary. 

US UPDATE ON NATIONAL POSITIONS 
The Head of Delegation for the US, Alice Alpert, shared updates on their national positions, 
noting that they are transitioning into a new Biden administration that is fully committed to 
achieving the Paris Agreement, including strong action on SLCPs such as black carbon. Thus, 
the US fully supports the collective goal on reducing BC emissions, and recognizes its 
importance in reaching the 1.5°C goal for limiting global temperature rise. The US is working 
on submitting a national report as soon as possible, in time for it to be integrated in the EGBCM 
2021 Summary Report.  

WORK ON THE SUMMARY OF PROGRESS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS REPORT 2021 
The Chair informed the group about the latest changes introduced to the draft 2021 Summary of 
Progress and Recommendations Report (Summary Report), and thanked the Chair’s writing 
group for their help drafting and better aligning the overarching chapters in the report. A new 
chapter on policies and governance structures was introduced, with the aim to shed light on 
national and international initiatives that encompass actions and policies addressing emissions 
of black carbon and methane.  

Mikko Savolahti from the technical team presented the status of emissions and projections. 
There are still some gaps in the inventories and projections, and the respective States are 
working with the technical team to supplement the data. The group discussed ways for 
improving clarity and accuracy of the Emissions and Projections chapter, as well as the graphs 
and tables presented. As agreed, the Summary Report mainly relies on nationally submitted 
data. For gap filling, also datasets by the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis 
(IIASA) are applied as appropriate.  

The group went through the report section by section, approving proposals, discussing pending 
questions and putting down conclusions and follow-up items for the sector leads or other 
designated experts. Most of the 2019 Summary Report’s recommendations were still deemed 
accurate and relevant. The group approved a new recommendation on awareness raising, under 
the residential combustion sector. Furthermore, some small revisions to the recommendations 
are still under consideration. Going over the Executive Summary chapter, all Arctic States 
indicated their support for the aspirational collective goal on black carbon to further reduce 
black carbon emissions by 25-33 percent relative to 2013 levels by 2015. 

The Chair concluded that the States and the sector leads will continue finalizing the pending 
issues in the coming two weeks, after which a new version of the document will circulated for 
review. The Chair’s writing group will concentrate on harmonizing the different chapters 
throughout the report and produce content to the remaining parts. As outlined in the Chair’s 
schedule sent to the group after the meeting, the plan will be to finalize and approve the report 
in an additional meeting on 3 March 2021. The Chair thanked the Expert Group for the 
excellent work so far, and was looking forward to continuing the constructive cooperation to 
finalize the 2021 Summary Report in due time. 

COMMUNICATION 
The ACS Head of Communications, Kristina Baer, gave an account of the EGBCM 
communications efforts that were introduced at an earlier online working meeting. The new 
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EGBCM webpage was approved with the small amendments proposed, and is now live on the 
Arctic Council website (https://arctic-council.org/en/about/task-expert/black-carbon-and-
methane/) The black carbon fact sheet has also been approved and uploaded on the Arctic 
Council Open Access Repository (https://oaarchive.arctic-council.org/handle/11374/2546). A 
story map featuring interesting projects and initiatives addressing black carbon and methane 
emissions is in the making, in addition to targeted interviews that will be featured on the Arctic 
Council website. The Chair thanked Kristina Baer and Susan Novotny for the communications 
support they had provided so far, and for the work on designing infographics for the Summary 
Report, as well as emission graphs in cooperation with the technical team. 

EU-FUNDED ACTION ON BLACK CARBON IN THE ARCTIC (EUA-BCA) 
The EUA-BCA is an initiative sponsored by the European Union to contribute to the 
development of collective responses to reduce black carbon emissions in the Arctic. Professor 
Mikael Hildén (Director of the Climate Change Programme at the Finnish Environment 
Institute; partner in the EU-BCA project) presented a ‘Roadmap’ for Curbing the Emissions of 
Black Carbon, with special focus on the links to the work of the EGBCM. Recognizing the 
complexity of action to reduce BC emissions, Professor Hildén underlined that a roadmap helps 
navigating the complex environments with many actors and processes involved. He outlined 
different opportunities for cooperative action, and concluded that the result of implementing the 
roadmap should be a socio-technical change that reduces emissions, and based on transnational 
collaboration. 

The Chair thanked for the insightful presentation and expressed her appreciation for the EUA-
BCA contributions that are valuable for the EGBCM’s work and enhanced cooperation going 
forward. 

SAO REPORT TO MINISTERS 2021 
The Chair gave a brief update on the SAO Report to Ministers (SAO RTM) process and shared 
key takeaways from the online meeting between the SAO Chair and the Arctic Council 
Working Group Chairs and secretariats, held mid-January. Acknowledging that key discussions 
in EGBCM are still in progress, the aim will be to finalize the SAO RTM submission as soon as 
possible, and send an updated draft for the SAOs’ review 30 days in advance of the SAO 
meeting in March 2021, and a final version for SAOs approval latest 30 days in advance of the 
SAO executive meeting to be held on 14-15 April 2021. The Chair’s writing group will help to 
draft an updated version of the Chair’s zero-draft, and it will be sent for the group’s approval. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
The Chair updated the group about the cooperation with the Arctic Contaminants Action 
Programme (ACAP) Working Group. The plan is to link the EGBCM national reports to the 
ACAP’s Black Carbon Case Studies Platform. A brief introduction text will be featured on the 
front page of the platform. The draft input will be sent to the EGBCM for approval before the 
content is added on the platform. 

https://arctic-council.org/en/about/task-expert/black-carbon-and-methane/
https://arctic-council.org/en/about/task-expert/black-carbon-and-methane/
https://oaarchive.arctic-council.org/handle/11374/2546
https://eua-bca.amap.no/
https://arctic-council.org/en/about/working-groups/acap/home/projects/arctic-black-carbon-case-studies-platform/
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