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STRENGHTENING OUR COOPERATION TO 
ACHIEVE OUR COMMON GOALS 
 

Recognizing Arctic States' sovereignty, sovereign rights and jurisdiction in the Arctic, recognizing 
also that an extensive legal framework applies to the Arctic Ocean including, notably, the Law of the 
Sea and acknowledging the essential role of the Arctic Council to maintain the Arctic as a region of 
peace and stability through constructive cooperation, France, as a non-arctic state, is determined to 
level up its contribution to the leading work of the Council in the governance of the region, in the 
improvement of the well-being of the Arctic indigenous populations and in the protection of its unique 
environment.    

The Arctic is feeling the full force of climate change. Over the last century, the temperature rise in the 
Arctic region was more than two times greater than the global average. Changes in the Arctic 
environment will affect Arctic States but also France and other non-Arctic States through global sea-
level rise, changes to our climate and weather patterns and threats to biodiversity. These changes pose 
immense challenges, such as the need to mitigate the loss of biodiversity, the increased risk of sea 
pollution and the impact on the ways of life of indigenous populations.  

That is why France believes that the Arctic is a key example of why we need multilateral cooperation. 
Of course, the Arctic States hold the primary responsibility for tackling issues within their territories, 
but many issues affecting the Arctic regions can only be - or more effectively - addressed through 
regional or multilateral cooperation. The Arctic Council is the leading intergovernmental forum 
promoting cooperation, coordination and interaction among the Arctic States, Arctic Indigenous 
peoples and other Arctic inhabitants on common Arctic issues, in particular on issues of sustainable 
development and environmental protection in the Arctic.  

France joined the Arctic Council in the Barrow Ministerial meeting in 2000. Since then, our interest in 
participating in the development of Arctic science and cooperation has significantly risen. France’s 
maintains its scientific, environmental, economic and strategic commitments to the area and the 
leading role of the Council in regional cooperation and regulation of the Arctic region, as stated in its 
National Roadmap for the Arctic released in June 2016. 

On November 25th 2020, President Emmanuel Macron appointed a new Ambassador for polar issues: 
since then Mr Olivier Poivre d’Arvor has been coordinating our work on Arctic matters and 
cooperation.  
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As an Observer, France regularly participates in the work of the Council: our diplomatic network is 
mobilized to take part in Senior Arctic Officials meetings, ministerial meetings and French experts 
and scientists participate in working groups meetings.  

France is particularly involved in five of the Artic Council’s working groups: the Arctic Monitoring & 
Assessment Programme (AMAP), the Conservation of Arctic Flora & Fauna group (CAFF), the 
Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment group (PAME), the Sustainable Development Working 
Group (SDWG) and the Expert Group on Black Carbon and Methane (EGBCM). The active 
participation of French experts in these groups is consistent with France’s top priorities on the 
maritime and environmental international agenda.  

France intends to increase the participation of French experts to the Working Groups and Expert 
Groups of the Council by engaging in a dialogue with Working Groups Chairmen to better identify 
the different needs of expertise and the way French experts could better meet these needs.  

France wishes to express its thanks to the Icelandic chairmanship of the Council for leading very 
efficiently the work of the Council in the difficult and challenging times of a global pandemic. France 
also wants to thank Iceland for building a stronger Arctic Council by enhancing cooperation with the 
Council’s Observers. We value these efforts and hope that they will be continued under the incoming 
Russian Chairmanship of the Council.  

We took note of the priority tracks of cooperation presented by the Russian Federation for its 
Chairmanship of the Council. We are looking forward to working with the Russian Chairmanship and 
all members of the Council to achieve our common goals.  

  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 


