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STATEMENT OF POLAND 
TO THE 12TH MINISTERIAL MEETING 

OF THE ARCTIC COUNCIL 
 

Dear Chair, 

Poland congratulates the outgoing Icelandic presidency in the Arctic Council for the effectiveness and 
openness with which Iceland managed its role. Despite all the limitations that we all were facing the 
presidency kept the high pace of the Arctic dealings. It is particularly crucial taking into account the 
fact that the consultative role of the Arctic Council can and does influence the overall approach to the 
issues of environment and climate in other international fora. The natural interconnection and thus the 
need for interaction with other organizations and institutions is a must in order to achieve the proper 
result. 

In this context it is also of particular importance to preserve the Council as a forum able of uniting 
efforts and focusing on what is fundamental for the region and for the globe, and – first and foremost 
– it is absolutely crucial to preserve the Arctic as low- tension area. In this spirit, the Council proved 
to be effective in assuming common and expanding co-responsibility, while preserving at the same 
time its profile as community of the states that pursue their particular interests. This combination 
makes the Arctic Council a unique and attractive forum.  

With all the interests the circumpolar countries may have, they must and are able to bear special 
responsibility for the Arctic. The Council although being not governing nor regulating body, as it was 
rightly pointed out during the recent observer online event (21 April), has a crucial role to play in the 
conduct of the Arctic affairs. In this endeavor Poland, being part of the observer countries family, 
using the instruments and formats available, takes part in the collaboration that indeed has to go 
beyond the Arctic region. 

In this context we would like to stress our commitment to continue to participate actively in the 
working groups and other formats that shape the opinion on Arctic matters and assist the Council in 
formulating relevant decisions. Furthermore, we are ready to facilitate, with the consent and advice 
from other observer countries the platform of dialogue,  called Warsaw format to foster the exchange 
of views between the presidency and the observer countries and the European Union. We take this 
opportunity to thank once again the outgoing Chair of the Senior Arctic Officials Ambassador Einar 
Gunnarsson for his active engagement in the Warsaw meeting, which proved to be an interactive and 
fruitful dialogue of the participants on pertinent issues of particular relevance. 

And we are of the view that when, hopefully, the Council takes the decision to admit on the basis of 
appropriate applications further observer states, the Council itself will benefit from the knowledge, 
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experience and commitment of those countries, which will be beneficial for and the whole Arctic 
community. 

The observer status, which Poland enjoys practically from the very establishment of the Arctic 
Council has evolved for us in two dimensions. First of all, it has been gradually given more serious 
attention of the Arctic states, that was reflected inter alia in the gradual upgrading of the participation 
in the Arctic Council meetings and a review of the status genuine interest and involvement, being in 
the core the ability to bear responsibility for the region. It also evolved as far as domestic approach is 
concerned – it helped to expand Poland’s involvement from the traditional scientific research and 
activity into a more meaningful involvement in Arctic affairs, on the basis of a wider vision, including 
political commitment. 

That domestic development was reflected in the decision of the Government to adopt in September 
2020 the strategic document – Polish Polar Policy, first document in the modern era that codified the 
position and plans vis a vis both polar regions. It is encouraging to hear positive reaction to that 
document both from the Arctic Council and the observers; as is to find that it is mainly in line or 
supplementing similar strategic documents of others. It shows precisely that the cooperation in the 
Arctic should be seen as a common exercise, with the application of burden sharing between nations 
and organizations. 

Consequently, in the scheme of our involvement we do not foresee to act alone. All the efforts, ideas 
and policies should be contributing to the common goals, around which joint efforts should be 
pursued, no matter how big or small the differences between the interests and particular objectives 
might be. Only together will we be able to ensure sustainable, long term, rational and human friendly 
use of the Arctic. It is our common test.  

Mr. Chair, 

It was particularly remarkable to see the Arctic Council fully operational during the recent two years 
despite the pandemic. It is unclear whether the challenges would persist or recede, but clearly the 
situation taught us once again how fragile our living conditions and environment are.   

Poland believes the Arctic Council seen as the assembly of member states and permanent observers, 
with the active involvement and feeling of responsibility from the observer countries can cope with 
the chances and threats that occur in the Arctic these days. We stand ready to cooperate closely with 
the next presidency in the Arctic Council and the Arctic countries, and we offer our capabilities to 
contribute to the common objectives. 

Thank you. 

  


