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EGBCM: background

• In 2015 the Ministers of the Arctic Council adopted a 
framework titled “Enhanced Black Carbon and Methane 
Emissions Reductions: An Arctic Council Framework for 
Action”

• Expert group established to assess progress towards the 
common vision

• At the 2017 Arctic Council Ministerial meeting, a first 
edition of the Summary of Progress and 
Recommendations was adopted, including a collective 
aspirational goal to reduce black carbon emissions by 
25-33 percent relative to 2013 levels by 2025

• All Arctic countries still associate themselves with the 
goal
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Presentation Notes
The Framework is a non-legally binding agreement which lays out a common vision for Arctic States with enhanced, ambitious, national and collective action to accelerate the decline in overall black carbon emissions and to significantly reduce overall methane emissions. Expert group established to implement the Framework and assess progress towards the common visionAs a part of the framework, Arctic States resolved to submit biennial national reports on emissions and actions reducing emissions and to periodically report on progress and provide recommendations on enhanced action. Based on the national reports, and writing work through sector paper teams, a Summary of Progress and Recommendations is produced during the 2-year period, concluding at the end of the Chairmanship.At the 2017 Arctic Council Ministerial meeting, a first edition of the Summary of Progress and Recommendations was adopted, (including a collective aspirational goal to reduce black carbon emissions by 25-33 percent relative to 2013 levels by 2025. Most Arctic countries still associate themselves with the goal.) 



Expert Group on Black Carbon and Methane 
Summary Of Progress And Recommendations 2021

• Biennial “Summary of Progress and Recommendations” 
reports based on States’ national reports

• 3rd EGBCM Summary report – prepared during 2019-2021 
and adopted at the 2021 Ministerial meeting

• Updated emission data and projections
• The summary of progress in achievement of collective 

aspirational goal to reduce black carbon emissions based on 
national reports 

• Recommendations grouped in priority areas

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The third summary report is prepared and adopted by Ministers in May 2021 The report provides an overview of the progress by Arctic States and Observers in reducing emissions of black carbon and methane as well as recommendations for enhanced action. The previous 2017 report showed that black carbon emissions have declined relative to 2013, which suggests actions to reduce emission have been effective.The group is working on updated emission data and projections.Data: inventories and projections of black carbon emissions are based on CLRTAP national submissions, for those who report to it
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Priority areas for the reduction of black carbon & methane are…Since 2017 report two priority areas have been added to the report; agriculture and animal husbandry and management of wildfires.Many of the actions to reduce emissions of black carbon and methane will take effect gradually. The goal is both better understanding of the actions, and the way in which they provide incentives for innovations that reduce emissions.



The summary of emissions reduction progress

- the Arctic States have collectively reduced their
black carbon emissions by 20% in 2018,
compared to the 2013 baselines, and are
projected to achieve a 32% decrease by 2025

- as for methane, according to the nationally
reported data, collective emissions from Arctic
States have increased by 2% from 2013 to 2018,
and are projected to increase by 8% by 2025



REYKJAVIK DECLARATION 2021

• encourage Arctic States and Observer States to develop 
cooperation and implement the recommendations of the 
report

• strongly encourage Observer States to commit to similar 
reduction goals

• consider possible updates to the goal and present а 
recommendation at the next Arctic Council Ministerial 
meeting

• note that additional action and measures are needed to 
significantly reduce overall methane emissions



SUMMARY REPORT 
SUBMITTED TO THE 

MINISTERIAL MEETING

ARCTIC COUNCIL 
13TH MINISTERIAL 

MEETING2023

PREPARATION AND 
SUBMISSION OF 

NATIONAL REPORTS

SUMMER 2021 –
SPRING 2022

SUBMISSION UP TO 
15 MAY, 2022

EGBCM ASSESS COLLECTIVE 
PROGRESS AND REVIEWS 

RECOMMENDATIONS

SUMMER – FALL 2022

EGBCM PRODUCES UPDATES 
SUMMARY OF PROGRESS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS REPORT

FALL 2022 – SPRING 2023

1-st EGBCM 
MEETING 

OCTOBER 2021

2-nd EGBCM 
MEETING 
MAY 2022

3-nd EGBCM 
MEETING 

OCTOBER 2022

4-nd EGBCM 
MEETING 

JANUARY  2022

EGBCM biennial work schedule 2021-2023
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the Framework for Action on Enhanced Black Carbon and Methane Emissions Reductions lays out the ongoing responsibilities of the EGBCM, the work plan for 2021-2023 will broadly follow the 2-year cycle defined in that FrameworkOctober 2021: First meeting: plans for the work on evaluating progress and improving projections.  May 2022: Arctic States and Observers are submitted Biennial National reports on black carbon and methane to the Arctic Council Secretariat. October 2022: First draft of the Summary of Progress and Recommendations 2023. January 2023: Finalizing the Summary of Progress and Recommendations 2023



SUMMARY OF THE 1-ST EGBCM MEETING

Stronger focus on implementation of the recommendations in the report:

- further implementation of the recommendations is necessary to reduce 
emissions of both black carbon and methane 

- one way to improve implementation among the member states could be to 
widen communication efforts 

- importance of scaling up projects

- identify barriers to action and add them under each sector area 

- highlight the continued need for science research 



SUMMARY OF THE 1-ST EGBCM MEETING

Reykjavik Declaration Mandate:

EGBCM take up these statements as part of its workplan: 

- to consider updates to the collective goal to reduce black carbon emissions

- consider recommending a goal on methane, in addition to updating the 
collective goal on black carbon  

Proposed a small subgroup within the EGBCM to work on developing an 
updated black carbon goal and a possible methane goal and report in the 4th

Summary of Progress and Recommendations 



SUMMARY OF THE 1-ST EGBCM MEETING
Priority areas:

- Six areas  identified previously
- Decided to add a seventh area – cross-sectoral - which would examine cross-

cutting issues, and which would also build upon the governance section that 
was new to the 2021 Summary Report 

Also discussed:
- whether recommendations related to shipping practices are best placed within 

the diesel engine sector, or if they should be separated into its own sector 
- whether leak detection and repair be specifically examined under the oil and 

gas sector or as a cross-cutting topic 
- biogas is an important topic that should be examined, and that it straddles the 

waste and agricultural sectors 
- possibility consider analysis related to prioritization of specific 
- consider recommendations based on factors such as abatement potential 
- consider barries for example that reducing emissions from residential faces 

barriers related to cultural practices and energy security
- recall that some sectors might not be applicable to all countries, and there are 

major global sources of methane that are outside of the EGBCM’s scope of work 



SUMMARY OF THE 1-ST EGBCM MEETING
Biennial national reporting :

- the group discussed the importance of national reports as a source of 
information on country specific measures to mitigate emissions, as well as 
emission estimates 

- noted that the existing template is useful 

- suggested the countries consider more clearly outlining regulatory action from 
more general policy actions 

- recommended adding a “cross-cutting” policy section to the national report 
template 

- agreed that an Annex with a common format in all reports would be an ideal 
solutions for standardizing presentation of information for the EGBCM’s 
purposes 
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AMAP, ACAP and PAME attended parts of the 1st EGBCM meeting ACAP gave a presentation of projects that would be of interest to EGBCM. It was noted that ACAP used EGBCM recommendations when drafting new projects AMAP Secretariat highlighted the good cooperation between AMAP and EGBCM. AMAP work on SLCFs will focus on consolidation in the coming period. Scientific articles are being produced as a result of the AMAP report and some of these will have new information. AMAP will present at the EGBCM meeting in the spring of 2022 PAME presented their work, which includes 40 projects. EGBCM was asked to nominate an expert to work with the PAME secretariat and USA on their joint report on BCM emissions from ships WWF also presented data on black carbon emissions from Arctic shipping AMAP Secretariat) informed the group on the final outcomes of the EU-funded action on black carbon, implementation of which ended in June 2021 



Thank you!

EGBCM documents available:

bit.ly/OAR-EGBCM
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I invite Chairs of AMAP and ACAP WGs also present their work on black carbon and methane in Arctic.

https://bit.ly/OAR-EGBCM
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