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I am pleased to welcome you to Washington. I know many of you have come a very long 
way. So I hope you find the seats in this auditorium more comfortable than the airline seats 
that brought you here.  

I'm delighted to see such an impressive cross-section of people here, representing different 
facets of Arctic life. There are representatives of the governments of all eight Arctic Council 
member countries; and there are Permanent Participants from the various indigenous groups 
of the North.  

I want to welcome in particular Mr. Vladimir Goman, the Russian Federation's Minister to the 
Arctic Council. I also welcome Fran Ulmer, the Lieutenant Governor of Alaska and Walter 
Hickel, the former Governor of Alaska.  

I have the privilege of bringing greetings from President Clinton. On the table by the door, 
you'll find copies of a letter he wrote to the Council, in which he commends the Council for 
your excellent work toward bringing sustainable development to the Arctic region.  

It seems to me that the make-up and agenda of the Arctic Council represents an exercise in a 
new kind of diplomacy. Among other things, it reflects the changing requirements of 
diplomacy as we come to the end of the Cold War and the end of the millennium.  

What I mean is this: our national security and welfare more and more are determined by 
events that are not only beyond our individual capacity to shape and to affect, but that are 
beyond our ability to influence with bilateral diplomatic efforts.  

Many, though by no means all, of them have at their center environmental or natural 
resources issues.  

Examples: overfishing of the oceans; certainly the challenge of climate change; the depletion 
of the ozone layer; the promises and challenges of biotech agriculture.  

What is common to all these problems is, first, that solving the problem requires cooperation 
among many nations and, second, that it requires an understanding of the science behind the 
problem.  

The Arctic Council reflects all this in that it is all-inclusive. It consists not just of diplomats, 
but also scientists and technical experts, indigenous people, NGOs and others.  

The Council also reflects the new face of foreign policy in that it's a science-based 
organization. Science today plays a much larger role in the making of foreign policy than ever 
before. Diplomats today deal with intrinsically scientific issues that simply weren't in their 

 



portfolios 10 years ago -- issues such as climate change, biotechnology, ozone depletion, 
persistent organic pollutants, infectious diseases.  

And the Council's working groups reflect that development in the volume of research they 
publish on a broad range of environmental and health science issues.  

We here at the State Department appreciate the broader role that science plays in the 
formulation and implementation of foreign policy, and we are working hard to adapt. We're 
improving scientific training for new and existing employees of the Department; we're 
actively trying to bring in new science-trained people to help us better integrate science and 
foreign policy; and we're trying to improve the way we get scientific information from outside 
the Department.  

Science has shown us that the Arctic region is uniquely valuable to scientists trying to 
understand broader world-wide environmental changes that are occurring, and why.  

For example, the presence of persistent organic pollutants in the Arctic environment tells us a 
lot about the migratory qualities of these chemicals. The levels at which POPs are found in 
some areas of the Arctic -- areas where they are not produced or used -- show that they got 
there through long-range migration from lower latitudes.  

There is also the unique effect of increased ultra-violet radiation on Arctic plant and animal 
life. These life-forms are accustomed to low radiation levels and, consequently, are not well 
equipped to resist UVB-related damage brought on by ozone depletion.  

To respond to these challenges and many others, the Council has developed a very good, 
science-based environmental protection program. We expect it will better our understanding 
of the issues under negotiation in other forums -- the ones I have already mentioned, such as 
biodiversity, climate change, persistent organic pollutants, forests and migratory birds.  

Of course, the Council is also deeply concerned with Arctic public health and Arctic people's 
educational, social and economic well-being - all of which we talk about under the rubric of 
sustainable development. I know some of you worked yesterday on the Council's new 
sustainable development program. I commend you for your hard work and I look forward to 
seeing the your progress reports and recommendations on telemedicine, the Children and 
Youth project and other initiatives.  

Let me say a word about the upcoming ministerial at Barrow. During the U.S. chairmanship 
of the Council, I hope that we will be able to advance the program that the Ministers endorsed 
at the Council's opening ministerial last year in Iqaluit. There are a number of goals they 
enumerated that I hope to see accomplished. But of course, we can accomplish few if any of 
them without the support and cooperation of all of you here.  

What I think this requires is, among other things:  

• Submission to the Ministers of an Arctic Council Action Plan.  
• Completion of a comprehensive plan for the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment 

initiative.  
• On-time completion of the work of the Council's environmental working groups.  
• A report on your progress in developing a development program that protects the 



health, economies and culture or Arctic peoples -- and does so sustainably.  
• And, finally, a report to the Ministers on your progress in improving the use of new 

communications technologies to share information more widely and to better link the 
Arctic council to other organizations with interests in the Arctic region.  

That is an ambitious agenda, I know, but a realistic one nonetheless. And an important one. 
Doing these things will strengthen our capacity to protect the fragile Arctic environment and 
the health of the people who live there. It will increase educational and employment 
opportunities for Arctic people. If we do all that, we will have done a lot.  

Now Chairman Arnaudo will talk about progress that's been made on some of these issues 
since Anchorage. 
   

 


