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A national priority for Greenland is to balance the 
preservation of wildlife while still allowing human 
exploitation on some of the same resources. 
Among the seabirds, several important havested 
species are shared with other Arctic countries, 
implying that the responsibility to secure a 
sustainable harvest is also shared between 
countries.   

The work within CAFF and the CBird group 
has facilitated the international aspects of 
harvest management in Greenland by sharing 
information about the seabirds through reports, 
scientific papers and direct communications 
between CBird members. 

The Greenland seabird monitoring program and 
research questions have also been informed by 
shared CBird products and collaboration.

Links with National Priorities

The Circumpolar Seabird Expert Group (CBird) promotes, facilitates, and coordinates 
conservation, management and research activities among circumpolar countries and 
improves communication between seabird scientists and managers inside and outside 
the Arctic. 
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• The State of the Arctic Marine Biodiversity Report 
(SAMBR)

• Arctic Migratory Birds Initiative (AMBI) 
(Implementing the Circumpolar Flyway Workplan)

• Implementation of the species-specific 
conservation strategies and action plans 

• Contributing seabird monitoring data to State of 
the Arctic Marine Biodiversity Report (SAMBR) and 
Seabird Information Network (SIN)

• Circumpolar Review of Arctic Tern Population 
Trends

• Assessment of seabird bycatch in Lumpsucker 
fisheries

• Murre harvest study and scientific 
recommendations to international and national 
harvest schemes

• Black-legged Kittiwake conservation strategy
• Publication: Circumpolar dynamics of a marine top-

predator track ocean warming rates (Descamps et 
al. 2017, Global Change Biology)

Current CBird Priorities

Participants at the 2019 CBird Annual Meeting in Akureyri, Iceland. 
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Murre harvest model

A demographic thick-billed murre harvest model for the 
North Atlantic was developed by Greenland/Denmark 
and Canada. A scientific paper lead by M. Frederiksen 
Was published  in Polar Research in 2019. 

Murre harvest reduction

From 2017 the winter hunting season in Southwest 
Greenland was reduced by 3 months. The hunting season 
now span from 1. Nov to 15. Dec. Harvest statistics from 
2017 not yet available.

At-sea surveys of seabirds 

In March 2017 an aerial survey was conducted to 
update our knowledge on distribution and abundance 
of seabirds in Southwest Greenland. This area is an 
important wintering area for seabirds breeding in the 
North Atlantic and the previous survey was conducted in 
1999. A scientific paper lead by F. Merkel was published 
in Polar Research in 2019. In August – September 
2017 aerial and ship-based surveys were conducted in 
Northeast Greenland as part of a background study for a 
Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment.

Using video as a tool for quantifying 
breeding density in little auks (Alle alle) 

A new technique using video as a tool to quantify 
breeding density in little auks was developed. The 
method has been published in 2017 by A. Mosbech et al. 
in Polar Research.

Arctic regulation of disturbances around 
seabird colonies: A review in Danish

A scientific report summarises the existing rules and 
guidelines in Greenland and neighbouring countries 
that aims to eliminate or reduce the impact of human 
disturbance in areas of special importance for wildlife. 
The scientific background for the existing regulation is 
also discussed. The report by Frederiksen el al. (2017) is 
in Danish with a summary in English.
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Murre winter harvest reduction in 
Greenland
From 2017 the winter hunting season was reduced 
by 3 months in Southwest Greenland. It is now 1,5 
months long (1. Nov – 15. Dec.). No harvest statistics 
are yet available but we expect a large decline in 
the number of bagged birds, which especially will 
benefit breeding populations in Svalbard, Iceland 
and Greenland. This action contributes to working 
goals or recommendations in ABA, AMBI and CBird 
Strategy and Action Plan for Murres.

North Atlantic Murre Harvest model
A demographic thick-billed murre harvest model 
for the North Atlantic was developed by Greenland/
Denmark and Canada. The model takes into 
account migration patterns in the North Atlantic, 
murre harvest size and composition in Canada and 
Greenland as well as oil mortality in Canada, and 
the goal is to quantify the impact of this mortality 
on breeding populations throughout the North 
Atlantic. Subsequently, the project aims to provide 
scientific recommendations to international and 
national harvest schemes. The work contributes to 
ABA recommendations, the AMBI goals and CBird 
Strategy and Action Plan for Murres.           
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