The Arctic Migratory Birds
Initiative (AMBI)–
African-Eurasian Flyway
AMBI Background: To better understand the status and trends of Arctic biodiversity, the Arctic
Council’s Conservation of Arctic Fauna and Flora (CAFF) undertook the Arctic Biodiversity
Assessment, which found that Many Arctic migratory species are threatened by overharvest
and habitat alteration outside the Arctic. Recent global assessments state that some Arcticbreeding migratory bird species have experienced population declines as much as 80% over
the last few decades. AMBI is a direct response to these calls for action. AMBI is designed to
improve the conservation status and secure the long-term sustainability of declining Arctic
breeding migratory bird populations. Conservation of a shared natural and cultural resource,
will have a positive impact on societies for whom migratory birds are a source of livelihood and
spiritual inspiration.
Population declines of three shorebird
species. Shown are the measured current
rates of decline and the projected trajectories
if no further conservation measures are
taken (modified from Amano et al. 2010 and
Wilson et al. 2011).

Red Knot global distribution

AMBI provides an early implementation of
Recommendation #8 of the Arctic Biodiversity Assessment
(http://arcticbiodiversity.is/) to ‘reduce stressors on
migratory species range-wide, including habitat
degradation and overharvesting on wintering and
staging areas and along flyways and other migration
routes’.

The AMBI African-Eurasian Flyway (AEF):
Priority objectives and actions have been selected where AMBI can add
significant value to existing initiatives by engaging Arctic Council member
and observer countries. Value can be added through diplomatic
interventions, focusing funding (e.g., from development aid or Arctic
budgets that might not otherwise be available for flyway conservation),
and through capacity building, exchange of information and experience.

Focal Species:
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Black-tailed
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Bar-tailed Godwit
Dunlin
(Calidris alpina) (Limosa lapponica)

Objectives:

1. Secure intertidal non-breeding habitat Arctic waders in the Bijagós
Archipelago
2. Prevent unsustainable harvest of the Lesser White-fronted Goose
3. Increase quality and quantity of population assessment data of Arctic
breeding waders in the African-Eurasian Flyway
4. Improve management of wader sites throughout the African-Eurasian
flyway

Stakeholder meeting - AMBI in cooperation with the Government of the
Netherlands hosted an implementation meeting featuring in Texel,
Netherlands April 5-7, 2016 (supported by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign
Affairs). This focused on how actors can better cooperate to achieve Flyway
objectives and implement actions.
Cooperation with AEWA - Good progress has been made regarding issues
concerning the Lesser White-fronted Goose (LWfG). This progress is due to
efforts by AEWA and existing multilateral and intergovernmental frameworks
within the flyway that already cover these activities. There is a need to work
more closely with AEWA in order to better mobilize funds for LWfG activities on
behalf of AMBI/AEWA.
Tracking Lesser White-fronted Geese – At a meeting of the LWfG IWG in
April 2016 in Trondheim, Norway, the range states agreed on a list of
nine sites prioritized for urgent conservation action during 2016-2019
partly on the basis of new findings from this ongoing work.
AMBI workshops - As part of its strategy to better engage with
Arctic Council Observer States, AMBI hosted a second workshop
in Singapore (2017), during which the mid-term evaluation of the
project was undertaken and work along the flyways was
advanced. A new workshop will take place in Hainan (China) in
December 2018 to finalizing the planning of AMBI 2.0.
Project progress - AMBI has developed a workplan that will take the project from 2019-2023. A
first workshop took place in Rovaniemi (Finland) in October 2018, and extensive consultation has
been undertaken thereafter. The final AMBI Workplan 2019-2023 (also referred to as “AMBI 2.0”)
will be released in 2019.
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Flyway Level Coordination – AMBI works in partnership with other initiatives and actors,
bringing added value and creating synergies. This is why, since June 2018, the AMBI coordinator
for the African-Eurasian flyway sits in the Common Wadden Sea Secretariat, in Wilhelmshaven
(Germany). One of the objectives of this partnership is to support the activities of the Wadden
Sea Flyway Initiative, including supporting supporting the World Heritage nomination in the
Bijagós Archipelago (Guinea-Bissau), together with the Instituto de Biodiversidade e das Areas
Protegidas (IBAP). There has been important progress, but his will be still an important area of
work for AMBI in the near future.

Future Lesser White-fronted Geese identified by the AWEA LWfG International Working Group
Following the AEWA LWfG IWG meeting in April 2016 and the adoption of its 2016-2019 work
plan, three activities have been prioritized for immediate action/funding to be able to deliver
on this objective:
I.

Examine the motivations behind hunting/illegal killing of Lesser White-fronted Geese at key sites
(including detailed site-specific recommendations).
II. Conduct a survey of known and potential wintering sites of the Western main population of the
species (Azerbaijan, Iran, Iraq, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) in winter 2017/2018.
III. Establish a long-term solution (including funding) for the continued security of the Fennoscandian
population at the main wintering sites in Greece (including the continuation of the smart
patrolling system etc.).

Illegal killing & unsustainable harvest coordination - Since several
species overlap in the AMBI African-Eurasian Flyway and the East AsianAustralasian Flyway, which are subject to illegal killing and unsustainable
harvest, AMBI will coordinate and cooperate with its East AsianAustralasian Flyway partners, AEWA and other inter-governmental
groups on this issue.
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