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In preparation for the SAO meeting on 23 and 24 October, I would like to 
highlight some points we might want to consider in connection with agenda item 11; 
the new EU Northern Dimension Action Plan; Arctic Council follow-up.  

 
The new Action Plan contains several references to the Arctic. In the main 

text, which sets out general principles, key objectives and priorities, the Arctic is 
defined as a cross-cutting theme of the Plan. Furthermore, it is stated that Arctic 
issues are to be mainstreamed within each of the five priority areas in the Action Plan. 
In addition, a special subsection is devoted to Arctic issues, references are made to the 
Arctic Council in relation to research policies and projects and Northern Dimension 
partners are encouraged to take full account of the monitoring reports provided by the 
Arctic Council.  

 
The Annex to the Action Plan sets out detailed activities, which the Northern 

Dimension partners will pursue in addressing each of the priorities. There, three 
Arctic Council projects are mentioned specifically, i.e. ACAP, the monitoring of 
POPs by AMAP and the PAME strategic plan. Also, the enhanced role of AMAP in 
monitoring the radiation levels in the Arctic is mentioned, as well as greater emphasis 
on the circumpolar Arctic through the International Polar Year.  
  

As you are aware, I forwarded our input to the process of developing the new 
Action Plan to the European Commission on 26 February 2003 and some additional 
comments were also transmitted on the 19th of last month. The new Action Plan is 
expected to be endorsed by the European Council in October and to enter into force 
on 1 January 2004. Its aim is not least to facilitate co-operation and co-ordination 
among the partners, avoid duplication and overlap of activities, identify gaps and 
share best practices. In this way, it is hoped that the new Action Plan will enhance the 
combined impact of the activities of its partners.  

 
At our meeting, we may wish to focus attention on the implementation of the Action 
Plan and reflect on how the Arctic Council can make effective use of the opportunities 



the Plan has to offer. Given that the European Commission has taken account of the 
comments of its partners in formulating the plan, a practical approach might be most 
useful. We might, for instance, identify more precisely what the areas are where the 
interests of the Arctic Council and the European Union coincide most directly. We 
might also like to consider the organizational aspects, i.e. whether more regular 
channels of communication can be set up between the Arctic Council and the 
European Commission.  
 
 As you are aware, we have invited Mr. Alistair MacDonald, Head of Unit, DG 
Relex, to attend the meeting. So far, no reply has been received.    
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Gunnar Pálsson 
Chairman of Senior Arctic Officials  
   


