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Meeting of Senior Arctic Officials  
FINAL DRAFT AGENDA 

23-24 April 2008 
Svolvær, Norway 

 
 
Agenda Focus: 
Approximately one year from now, Working Groups will be delivering completed projects from 
their 2006-2008 Work Plans to Ministers.  This agenda will therefore focus on work in progress, 
and preparations for the upcoming Ministerial. In addition, presentations and discussions on IPY 
legacy issues as related to the Arctic Council are a priority issue.  
 
Meeting convenes at 09:00 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Welcoming Remarks 

1.2 Introduction to Svolvær and Social Events 

1.3 Introduction of new SAOs, PP HoDs and Working Group Chairs 

1.4 Approval of the Agenda 

1.5 Approval of New Ad-hoc Observers  

1.6 Approval of Draft Report from 28-29 November 2007, Narvik, Norway 

 
2. Presentations from Working Groups 

 
All presentations by Working Groups for this meeting are included under thematic headings. 
Working Group progress reports contain special issues for SAO consideration.  SAOs are asked to 
refer to the Working Group reports for progress on projects which are not being presented, and 
raise questions to the Working Groups if needed under this agenda item.  All progress reports and 
information documents can be found on the AC website under the documents posted for this 
meeting. 

 
Thematic Areas 

 
3. Climate Change 

 
3.1 Climate Change and the Cryosphere – Snow, Water, Ice and Permafrost in the 

Arctic - SWIPA (AMAP to present) 
 

Background: SWIPA project – Snow, Water, Ice and Permafrost in the Arctic. The revised draft 
implementation plan is hereby submitted to SAOs for review.  It addresses issues brought forward 
in Narvik and provides updates to the state of planning of the project. 
 
Action: SAOs are requested to approve the project for implementation. 
 
Documentation:  SWIPA Project Proposal Part 1: Doc#: apr08-3.1a;  SWIPA Project Proposal 
Part 2:  Doc#: apr08-3.1b 
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3.2 Non CO2 drivers of Climate Change (AMAP and Climate Policy Center/CCU to 

present) 
 

Background:  AMAPs Climate Expert Group recommended that AMAP look further into the 
situation regarding non-CO2 drivers of climate change (i.e. black carbon, tropospheric ozone, 
methane) and their potential effects on the melting of Arctic ice and snow. Additionally, a 
science-policy dialogue on this topic was held in Oslo 7-8 November with participation from 
AMAP and several Arctic Council governments (US, Sweden, Norway).  The organizers of the 
science policy dialogue (the Climate Policy Center, Brooks Yeager, Executive Vice President and 
representative of Observer Organization Circumpolar Conservation Union), will present the 
results of the science-policy dialogue.    
 
Action: SAOs are requested to ask AMAP to clarify the science behind the theory of Non CO2 
drivers effects on the melting of Arctic ice.   
 

Documentation: AMAP Progress Report to SAOs  Doc#: apr08 – 14.6b;  
 

 
3.3 Progress report on Vulnerability and Adaptation to Climate Change in the 

Arctic (VACCA) (SDWG to present) 
 
Background:  Norway, as lead for this project, will present a status report. 
 
Action: For information purposes 
 

Documentation: Project update on VACCA Doc#: apr08-3.3; SDWG Progress Report to SAOs 
Doc#: apr08-14.6f; 
 
 
4. Energy 

 
4.1 AMAP Oil and Gas Assessment Overview Report and Recommendations (AMAP 

to present) 
 

Background: The OGA Science and Overview Reports have been publicly released and are (or 
will soon be) available for download from the AMAP website.  Additional time was requested for 
review of the Executive Summary and Recommendations prepared by the AMAP WG.  
Comments from the U.S. were received by AMAP on March 10, 2008.  SAOs will be informed of 
the state of discussions.  An updated version of the Executive Summary has been prepared and 
will be presented to SAOs. 
 
Action:   SAOs will determine the further actions needed. 
 
Documentation: AMAP Progress Report to SAOs Doc#: apr08 – 14.6b; Updated Executive 
Summary and Recommendations (may not be available by desired deadline) Doc#: apr08-4.1 
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4.2 PAME Update of the Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas Guidelines (PAME to present) 
 

Background:  The Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas Guidelines were first published in 1997 and 
updated in 2002. These Guidelines recommend voluntary standards, technical and environmental 
best practices, management policy, and regulatory controls for Arctic offshore oil and gas 
operations. The United States, as the lead country, convened a PAME Guidelines workshop 7-8 
December 2007 in Miami, Florida.  This is a presentation of the results of that workshop.  
 
Action: SAOs have requested a status report on this project initiative. For information purposes. 
 

Documentation: PAME Progress Report to SAOs Doc#: apr08 – 14.6e 
 
 

4.3 Accident prevention and safety systems development in economic and 
infrastructure projects in the Arctic (Russian Federation to present) 

 
Background   At the Tromso SAO meeting in April 2007, the AC Chair requested that reports on 
the progress on this project had to be presented at the consequent SAO meetings. The goal of the 
project is to work out common systems of safety and security from (and in case of) emergencies 
on major transport and industrial facilities in the Arctic. As an example, as one of the most serious 
threats for ecology of the Arctic are possible accidents with oil in offshore operations, Russia will 
organize on 1-2 October 2008 – within the framework of this project – a full scale emergency 
exercise at its newly-opened facility in the Barents Sea - VARANDEY OIL Terminal of 
LUKOIL. Part of this project could also be establishment of a network of monitoring centers and 
emergency response centers. A special trust fund under the World Bank to manage financing of 
the project could be established. Russia intends to submit this project for formal adoption by 
SAOs at their next meeting in autumn, after the August EPPR meeting.  
 
Action: For information and taking note of the progress with the project. 

 

Documentation: EPPR Progress Report to SAOs – item 2.1.4  Doc#: apr08 – 14.6d 
 

5. Contaminants 
 

5.1 Integrated Hazardous Waste Management Strategy (IHWMS) and Vision under 
the new Russian Chairmanship (ACAP to present) 

 
Background: A new Project Steering Group (PSG) was formed at a meeting hosted by Rostechnadzor 
on 3 March 2008 in Moscow.  Russia will Chair this PSG and Norway and the U.S. will serve as Co-
chairs.  A draft Project Management Plan and Terms of Reference have been developed and the next 
step is to finalize them. After that, one or two demonstration areas in the Arctic will be identified by 
Summer 2008 to test the strategy being developed. Parallel implementation of the IHWMS is critical 
to completion of – i.e. the final destruction and management of the hazardous wastes addressed under 
the PCBs, Obsolete Pesticides, Dioxins/Furans and Mercury projects of ACAP. The IHWMS will 
directly support Russia’s 15-year Sustainable Development Program announced in 2007.  The US has 
chaired ACAP for the last four years and ACAP is pleased to inform the SAOs that the Russian 
Federation has offered to become the new Chair of ACAP and Finland has offered to become a Vice 
Chair. 
 
Action: SAOs are requested to provide comments. 

Documentation: ACAP Progress Report to SAOs  Doc#: apr08 – 14.6a 
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6. Oceans 
 

6.1 Progress report on Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment  (PAME to present) 
 

Background:  AMSA reporting will include highlights on progress and outline of proposed next 
steps and involvement of SAOs in the fall/winter 2008/2009 leading up to the Ministerial meeting. 
 
Action: SAOs are requested to confirm proposed next steps, and provide support for resource 
contributions (human and financial) for the final phases of writing and publication of AMSA. 
 

Documentation: PAME Progress Report to SAOs Doc#: apr08 – 14.6e 
 

 
6.2 Progress report on Best Practices in Ecosystems-based Oceans Management in 

the Arctic  (BePOMAr) (SDWG to present) 
 

Background:  Norway is the lead country on implementation of Best Practices in Ecosystem-
Based Ocean Management in the Arctic (BePOMAr Project). This project is a joint 
PAME/SDWG effort and is based on one of the priorities of the Norwegian chairmanship from 
2006 to spring 2009 i.e. integrated oceans management. 
 
Action: For information purposes and guidance on the draft report. 
 

Documentation: SDWG Progress Report to SAOs Doc#: apr08-14.6f; Progress report on 
BePOMAr  Doc#: apr08-6.2 
 

 
7. Human Development 

 
7.1 Presentation on Northern Dimension (Finland to present) 

Background:  Finland will inform the SAOs about the "Nordic Policy Group for Northern 
Dimension's Cultural Partnership", established by the decision of the Nordic Council of Ministers. 
  
Action: For information purposes 
 

Documentation: Links to background information: 1)  
http://www.minedu.fi/OPM/Tiedotteet/2007/10/Conference_on_the_Northern_Dimension_and_Culture_Conclus
ions.html?lang=fi&extra_locale=en;  2)  http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/north_dim/nis/index.htm 
 

7.2 Presentation on ECONOR project (Statistics Norway to present, Iulie Aslaksen)  
 

Background: The first phase of the ECONOR project was finished by the end of 2006 
(ECONOR I), and a second phase for 2007/2008 is currently running (ECONOR II). Some 
main results will be presented from the first project report - “The Economy of the North”. 
SAOs requested this presentation of ECONOR I at the Narvik meeting. 
 
Action: For information purposes. 
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Documentation: ECONOR I Report  Doc #: apr08-7.2;  The Economy of the North full report can 
be found at http://www.ssb.no/english/subjects/00/00/30/sa84_en/ 
 

 
8. Monitoring 

 
8.1 CAFF Monitoring and Assessment 

 
Background:  This presentation will highlight the relevance of CAFF's CBMP, an IPY project, to 
contribute to the IPY Legacy and to the goals of SAON. The CBMP is also one of the main 
sources of information for the Arctic Biodiversity Assessment (ABA) which will synthesize and 
assess the status and trends of biological diversity in the Arctic.  The CBMP, currently led by 
Canada, receives funding from a number of sources, but requires more to achieve full 
implementation.   
 
Action:  SAOs are asked to consider further resource contributions to ensure full implementation 
of the CBMP.  Additional country co-leads and further funding commitments for the ABA are 
sought. 
 

Documentation: CAFF Progress Report Doc #: apr08-14.6c; Developing an Integrated and 
Sustained Arctic Biodiversity Monitoring Network – CBMP Five Year Implementation  
Plan Doc #: apr08 - 14.1 
 
 

8.2 SAON – Sustaining Arctic Observing Networks – Report from SAON 
Workshop 9-11 April in Edmonton, CA (AMAP to present) 

 
Background:  The second of three planned workshops to develop recommendations for sustaining 
observations in the Arctic was held in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 9-11 April, 2008. SAOs will be 
informed of the outcome of the workshop. 
 
Action: SAOs are requested to offer their views on its accomplishments and the further 
development of the SAON process.  
 

Documentation: Workshop information available at www.arcticobserving.org; 2nd SAON 
Workshop Agenda Doc#: apr08-8.1a; 2nd SAON Workshop List of Participants (possibly provided 
by 15 April) Doc#: apr08-8.1b 

 
 
9. IPY Legacy 

 
9.1 Discussion on project proposal by Norway:  Maximizing the Legacy of IPY 

(Norway to present) 
 

Background:  IPY consists of more than 200 international projects. The larger of these typically 
involve between 10 and 20 countries and a few hundred scientists. A major legacy of the research 
will be the advances in knowledge that IPY produces, both in publications and in stored, 
accessible data. The Arctic Council is asked to now consider such IPY legacy issues and decide 
where it should apply efforts, to ensure that IPY provides maximum benefits and outcomes for 
society at large. 
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Supporting presentations: 
 
• UArctic will give a presentation under this item regarding a new strategy for engagement 

with the Working Groups. 
• International Program Office of IPY Director Dave Carlson will give a supporting 

presentation on IPY legacies from the perspective of the IPO, expanding the Norwegian 
proposal to a broader range of legacy issues. 

• IASC Executive Secretary Volker Rachold on behalf of IASC/SCAR will comment in 
support of the Norwegian proposal and IPY legacy. 

 
 
Action: SAOs are asked to approve this project. 
 

Primary Documentation: Project proposal by Norway: Maximizing the Legacy of IPY Doc #: 
apr08-9.1a;  
 

Supporting Documentation to Norwegian Proposal on Maximizing IPY Legacy: IPY Legacies- 
Initial Ideas and Options Doc #: apr08-9.1b; IASC/SCAR Response to IPY Legacy Doc#: apr08-
9.1c; Second circular of the SCAR/IASC IPY Conference in St. Petersburg Doc #: apr08-9.1d; 
Statement on IPY Legacy from University of the Arctic Doc#: apr08-9.1e 

 
* end thematic presentations * 

 
 
10. Preparations for Ministerial 2009 

 
10.1 Discussion on time lines and procedures for preparations of  SAO report to 

Ministers and text for Ministerial Declaration 
 

Background:  A document is now being prepared on the timeline for deliverables expected for the 
Ministerial 2009. This document will be the basis for discussion on Ministerial preparations, 
including what SAOs will need to review and when. 
 

Documentation: Timeline for review and finalization of expected Ministerial deliverables Doc#: 
apr08-10.1 

 
11. Presentations from Observer States and Organizations 

 
11.1 Presentation by Standing Committee of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region 

Background: The Chair of SCPAR, Ms. Hill-Marta Solberg, will give a report back to the Arctic 
Council on the work of SCPAR.  The report will briefly touch upon some of the issues SCPAR is 
working on, with emphasis on the Seminar together with UArctic 28 February, Panel Discussion 
in the UN (most likely 3 or 4 June), and the 8th Conference of Arctic Parliamentarians in 
Fairbanks 12-14 August 2008. 
 
Action:  For information purposes 

Documentation: Summary of presentation by SCPAR Doc#: apr08-11.1 
 

11.2 Presentation by Observer States 
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11.3 Presentation by WWF (Dr. Martin Sommerkorn to present) 

Background:  WWF will present a recently prepared report titled “Arctic Climate Impacts 
Science: an Update” which summarizes the most significant Arctic science published since 
ACIA.  This report highlights the major developments that have occurred over the past few 
years and will be useful input into Arctic Council discussions over the coming year. 
 
Action: For information purposes 

Documentation: Arctic Climate Impacts Science: An Update Doc#: apr08-11.3 
 

 
12. Administrative Issues 

 
12.1 Effectiveness and Efficiency of the Arctic Council 

Background: In April, 2007, SAOs welcomed a paper prepared by the AAC and requested that the 
effectiveness and efficiency of the Arctic Council should be regularly reviewed and should be a 
standing item on the agenda. The Norwegian Chairmanship prepared a draft discussion paper to 
highlight the progress that has been made and to develop recommendations for further steps that 
might be taken. SAOs agreed on the importance of an in-depth discussion on some priority 
elements of the paper prior to the SAO meeting in Svolvær.  The SAO Chair will report back on 
the special session for SAOs and PP HoDs held to discuss some key elements of improving the 
effectiveness and efficiency of the Arctic Council on April 22.    
 
Action:  SAOs are requested to discuss and approve next steps. 
 

12.2 Update on PSI – Project Support Instrument (NEFCO to present) 

Background: NEFCO is working to establish the Project Support Instrument on behalf of the 
Arctic Council.  An update on recent developments will be presented. 
 

Action:SAOs are requested to provide comments on national progress in support of the PSI. 

Documentation: PSI Update for SAOs apr 08 Doc#: apr08-12.2;  
 

12.3 Dates for upcoming SAO meetings 

 Fall 2008 SAO meeting 18-20 November – dates and location still to be 
confirmed 

 SAO Editing Session 10-11 February 2009 – dates and location still to be 
confirmed – options for location are Copenhagen or Oslo 

 Ministerial Meeting tentative for 28-29 April 2009 in Tromsø – date and 
location still to be confirmed 

 
 

13. Any other business 
 

*  end  * 
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 ANNEX: 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
14. Documents for information purposes (posted on website for reference) 
 

14.1 CAFF - Developing an Integrated and Sustained Arctic Biodiversity 
Monitoring Network – The CBMP Five-Year Implementation Plan 
 

14.2 Progress report on CAFF/AMAP Coordinated Monitoring 
 
14.3 Progress report on Regional Programme of Action for the Protection of the 

Arctic Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (RPA) 
 
14.4 EPPR/AMAP/CAFF Discussion Paper on Circumpolar Mapping and Spatial 

Data 
 
14.5 UArctic Progress Report 
 
14.6 All Working Group Reports  

 


