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ARCTIC COUNCIL
THIRD MINISTERIAL MEETING

• Practical information:

Time and place
October 9-10, 2002 (Preparatory SAO meeting: October 7-8, 2002)
Saariselkä, Finland

Meeting venue: Spa Hotel Saariselkä
read more: http://www.spa-saariselka.com/EngIndex.html

The village of Saariselkä is in the municipality of Inari, in Finnish Lapland. Approximately 2,200 Saami people
live in Inari. More about Saariselkä http://www.saariselka.fi/eng/index.html

Ivalo airport is located 25 km from Saariselkä. In October 2002 there will be one daily flight between Helsinki-
Ivalo-Helsinki.

AY 463 HELSINKI – IVALO  10:40 12:20  D95
AY 463 IVALO – HELSINKI  12:45 15:10 M83

Both planes take 150-180 passengers

On Thursday Oct 10th, in particular, the plane from Ivalo might be full and so the AC Secretariat is ready to
arrange, if wished, bus transportation from Saariselkä to Rovaniemi airport. From Rovaniemi there are six daily
flights to Helsinki.

Accommodation for the Ministers will be at the Tunturi Hotel/ Paraspaikka Apartments
more info: http://www.saariselantunturihotelli.fi/english/

Accommodation for the delegations will be at Tunturi Hotel or Riekonlinna Hotel
http://www.riekkoparvi.fi/hotellit/erlinna.html

Both Ministerial and SAO meetings will start at 15.00. The Ministerial meeting will end at 11.00

• Deadlines:

The Arctic Council’s rules of Procedure provide several deadlines concerning the AC Ministerial Meetings
which should be kept in mind. If the date for the meeting suggested by the AC Secretariat is accepted, below
are some preliminary deadlines:

The list of entities who have applied or who have been nominated for observer status in the AC should be
circulated among member states and permanent participants four months (120 days) prior to the meeting.
Furthermore, all existing observers should send a confirmation that they wish to remain observers and possible



new observers should submit a written application to the Ministers via the Arctic Council Secretariat before
the end of May 2002 if they wish to participate in AC activities as observers after the Saariselkä meeting.

The draft agenda for the Ministerial meeting should be circulated three months (90 days) prior to the
Ministerial, by July 7th, 2002. The revised draft agenda together with any explanatory or other documents,
should be circulated one month (30 days) prior to the meeting, by September 7th, 2002.

• Next Host Country

The Host Country shall act as chair of the Arctic Council from the conclusion of a biennial Ministerial meeting to
the conclusion of the next biennial Ministerial meeting. The Host country is responsible for providing secretariat
support including the maintenance of the Council's web pages.

At the SAO-meeting in Rovaniemi June 12-13,2001 Iceland announced its' interest to be the Host country of
the Arctic Council for the time period of 2002-2004. The Secretariat has received no other offers.

The choice of the Host Country will be formally confirmed at the Ministerial Meeting. If the SAOs could decide
upon their proposal to the Ministers already at the meeting in Espoo coordination and continuation between
successive chairmanships would be greatly facilitated.


