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ACAP Proposal:  Indigenous Peoples Community Action Initiative 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

In December 2004, the United Nations announced the “Second International Decade of 

Indigenous Peoples of the World.”  The Arctic Council (AC) Ministers responded to this 

declaration by increased efforts to expand the participation of Permanent Participants 

(PP’s) in the work of the Arctic Council projects.  Furthermore, the AC plans to address 

the United Nations in New York during the May 14 – 25 2006 event highlighting the UN 

“Year of Indigenous Peoples.” 

 

At the September 22 -23, 2005 Arctic Council Action Plan (ACAP) Steering Committee 

(SC) meeting in Moscow, the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North 

(RAIPON) presented a project idea, with support from Gwich’in Council International 

(GCI), to create an initiative under ACAP that will focus on community action projects 

by Indigenous Communities.  This initiative evolved from the grassroots projects that 

RAIPON and GCI are working on cooperatively within ACAP.  This Initiative is 

recommended because at the present time, in the framework of ACAP, there are several 

projects which are focused on large RF regions and territories, but not on small 

communities and villages of indigenous peoples. 

 

MISSION 

 

This Indigenous Peoples Community Action Initiative is designed to build grassroots 

capacity using a holistic culturally-relevant approach to address pollution issues in Arctic 

Indigenous Communities. 

 

APPROACH 

 

 ACAP can enhance its efforts to reduce pollution in the Arctic by recognizing the 

value of local communities and bridging the gap between ACAP experts and 

community advocates to address environmental issues that pose an immediate 

threat to the health and culture of Indigenous Communities. 

 The Initiative will provide an exchange forum where PPs, ACAP delegates, and 

community advocates can collaborate on projects and exchange knowledge based 

on each other’s experiences. 

 The Initiative will compile information from all projects which are being 

implemented in the territories where Russian Indigenous Peoples are living. 

 The Initiative will ensure continuing interaction with Indigenous communities for 

generating information concerning local environmental problems. 

 Initiative participants will help to identify and prioritize the mot serious 

environmental problems and develop new projects, in line with ACAP priorities, 

to address these problems in the Indigenous communities. 



 This approach is suggested because existing project initiatives created within the 

ACAP program address contaminants on a large scale but not at the community 

level. 

 

ORGANIZATION 

 

 This Initiative will be managed by a Coordination Group consisting of Arctic 

Council Permanent Participant (PPs) and donors. The actual community-level 

projects will be managed by RAIPON and a Russian technical entity, such as 

North-West Public Health Institute in St. Petersburg. 

 The  Coordination Group will meet back to back prior to SC, IPS Board meetings, 

or relevant ACAP Project Steering Groups.  After approval, the Initiative’s 

Coordination Group will provide information to the IPS Board and ACAP 

Steering Committee on a periodic basis. 

 IPS may provide future project ideas through RAIPON to the Coordination Group 

of the ACAP Initiative. 

 New project proposals will be concurred by the ACAP Steering Committee and 

IPS Board. 

 The Initiative’s Coordination Group will report on its activities directly to the 

ACAP Steering Committee, and will coordinate specific project activities with the 

relevant ACAP  Project Steering Groups to ensure information exchange and to 

avoid duplication of efforts. 

 The Initiative’s Coordination Group will be formed to coordinate and prioritize 

activities of the Initiative. 

 The Coordination Group will provide periodic status reports to the IPS for 

dissemination to PPs. 

 The Coordination Group will provide periodic status reports to the ACAP SC. 

 

POTENTIAL PROJECTS 

 

 PDBs, Dioxins/Furans, Obsolete Pesticides and Mercury mitigation in the Arctic 

Indigenous Communities. 

 Environmental Education, to include educating communities and setting priorities 

on local environmental issues. 


