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Introduction 
 
This summary report is based on the meeting of the Sustainable Development 
Working Group in Vadsø, Norway on 30 October - 01 November 2007.  The SDWG 
welcomed Marianne Lykke Thomsen back to the SDWG as the new co-vice-chair on 
behalf of Denmark/Greenland/Faroe Islands. 
 
This report covers: 
 

• Brief comments on SDWG projects and activities which are dealt with as 
separate agenda items on the SAO Agenda;  

• Brief comments on other SDWG projects and activities discussed at the last 
SDWG Meeting in Vadsø, Norway and  

• Summary of Items for SAO guidance and/or approval.  
 
 
A. SDWG projects and activities which are dealt with as separate agenda 

items on the SAO Agenda 
 
The Narvik SAO agenda contains 10 items which relate directly to projects and activities 
on the SDWG workplan for 2006-2009.  In addition to agenda item 8 providing for the 
usual working group reports, there are the following items:   
 

7.  Update on Implementation of the Sustainable Development Action 
Plan (SDAP) 

 
SDWG Comment:  The SDWG notes that this item was discussed at a 
meeting of the SAO Chair and the Working Group Chairs in Tromsø in 
September 2007 and defers to the SAO Chair’s summary of the outcomes 
of those discussions. 

 
8.6 b.  Russian proposal for a project on satellite system development for the 

Arctic region   
 

SDWG Comment:  The SDWG received an excellent technical 
presentation on this matter at its Vadsø meeting in late October.  The 
request to put this item on our agenda, and the brief documentation which 
accompanied this request, were not received within the 90 days required 
by the SDWG procedures for submission of new proposals.  The SDWG 
therefore treated this as an information item.  If this item is to be 
submitted as a formal proposal at a future SDWG meeting, it will be 



SDWG Progress Report to SAOs 
November 2007 
Doc#: 11/07-8.6 

 

 2

necessary to receive it on a timely basis in the format required by the 
SDWG procedures.   

 
9.2.  Presentation on Adaptation Project 

 
SDWG Comment:  The SDWG received a status report on this project at 
its Vadsø meeting and a similar report will be presented to SAOs by the 
project coordinator.  The SDWG considers this a very important initiative 
and is pleased with the project plan.  It was noted that there is a need to 
focus on practical issues that can be used for planning future Arctic 
Council activities.  Adequate time will be required to coordinate input and 
to prepare for the workshop element.  Efforts will be required to integrate 
and/or coordinate this project with other Arctic Council activities and to 
avoid duplication or conflicting schedules with other such initiatives.  
Local stakeholder involvement in the workshop will be a priority. A report 
on this item will be presented by the project coordinator under SAO 
Agenda Item 9.2. 

 
10.2.  Outcomes of the Arctic Energy Summit 

 
SDWG Comment:  The Technology Conference was phase one of this 
Arctic Council/IPY project.  Educational Outreach will continue through 
the Arctic Synergy electronic newsletter. An Arctic Energy Action Team 
was established at the conference and welcomes additional members.  
This Action Team will identify three Arctic energy challenges and create 
a short-term, medium term and long-term strategic plan for each.  A 
separate report on the Arctic Energy Summit will be presented by the 
SDWG Chair under SAO Agenda Item 10.2. 

 
10.3.  Discussion on preparation of the Energy Report to Ministers 

 
SDWG Comment:   The Salekhard Declaration recognized energy as an 
important component of Arctic Council cooperation. The SDWG was 
requested to report on this activity to the next Ministerial meeting, and 
to identify activities that the Arctic Council could consider for future 
implementation. The SDWG discussed a possible plan to undertake 
coordination of the preparation of this energy report for Ministers. A 
separate report on this plan will be presented by the SDWG Chair under 
SAO Agenda Item 10.3.  The SDWG requires guidance from the SAOS, 
particularly in respect of the required additional resources to carry out the 
mandate given by Ministers. 

 
11.2.  Progress report on Best Practices in Ecosystems-Based Oceans 

Management in the Arctic 
 

SDWG Comment:  This Norway-led project is a joint SDWG – PAME 
effort, and will report to both working groups.  A report will be presented 
by the project coordinator under item 11.2 of the SAO agenda, including 
clarification of the role of the SDWG in this project. 
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12.1.  Progress report on coordination of human health initiatives (AMAP 
and SDWG)  

 
SDWG Comment:  In the Salekhard Declaration Ministers welcomed the 
heightened importance placed on human health in the Arctic by the 
formation of a cluster of health projects, and endorsed action necessary to 
create further synergies and strategic directions in Arctic human health.  
 
At its meeting in Tromsø in April, 2007, SDWG requested Canada and 
the USA to co-lead in the preparation of a discussion paper for the SDWG 
meeting in Vadsø to examine gaps in the current Arctic Council health 
strategy, to identify what is now being done in the Arctic Council in this 
sector, and to identify what is being done in the Arctic countries. As part 
of this exercise, Canada hosted a workshop in Ottawa, Canada in June 
2007 with participation from the AMAP Human Health expert group, 
Permanent Participants and Observers.  Following the workshop Canada 
and USA coordinated the preparation of a paper for discussion at the 
SDWG meeting in Vadsø in October 2007, as requested by the SDWG. 
This paper is a work in progress and no consensus has yet been reached 
with other interested working groups.  
 
The paper generated good discussions in Vadsø.  There was participation 
from a representative from AMAP. A starting point for these discussions 
was acknowledgement that no effort is being made to take away from 
existing structures or responsibilities. The objective is to improve all 
dimensions of human health in Arctic communities through better 
coordination and cooperation in the application of traditional knowledge 
and science.  The discussions highlighted the need to  

• engage Permanent Partcipants and indigneous peoples; and 
• increase the visibility of health issues in the Arctic Council by 

developing a more coherent approach/framework for handling 
health issues.   

 
Based on the discussions in Vadsø, the SDWG struck an ad hoc task 
group to develop, by December 2007, Terms of Reference for a SDWG 
human health group.  The objective is to establish a SDWG human health 
group by mid- January 2008.  Canada and USA agreed to co-lead this task 
group. 
 
The SDWG Chair undertook to advise other Working Group Chairs of 
SDWG’s interest in continuing to work to reach agreement, by mid-
December 2007 if possible, on an approach for collaboration.  It is 
proposed that Arctic Council Working Group human health 
representatives [and other stakeholders] meet in mid-February 2008 to 
develop a framework for common actions on circumpolar health issues 
within the Council. Denmark noted that it would be necessary to reflect on 
the level of any additional resources that might be required to establish a 
human health expert group within the SDWG.  Canada will provide a 
brief report on these activities of the SDWG under SAO agenda item 12.1. 
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12.2.  Presentation on ECONOR 

 
SDWG Comment:  At the SAO meeting in Tromsø, April 2007, SAOs 
requested a more detailed presentation of the ECONOR project. The 
findings and recommendations contained in the ECONOR I report will be 
presented as an information item by Norway under SAO agenda item 
12.2. 

 
12.3. Presentation on SLiCA 

 
SDWG Comment:  Similarly, SAOs requested a more detailed 
presentation on the Survey of Living Conditions in the Arctic, or SLiCA.  
SLiCA is an international joint effort of research and indigenous people to 
measure and understand living conditions in the Arctic. SLiCA is an IPY 
project and part of the Arctic Human Health Initiative. SLiCA contributes 
to the Arctic Social Indicators, the Economy of the North and the 
ArcticStat projects of the Arctic Council.   The findings and 
recommendations of SLiCA will be presented by Project Chief Birger 
Poppel.  This is also an information item.  

 
 
B.  Progress on the SDWG Work Plan 2006-2009 
 
The SDWG has a heavy work plan for the period 2006-2009.  Numerous deliverables are 
anticipated for the Ministerial meeting in 2009.  The activities and projects are listed 
below for information purposes: 
 

Ongoing Projects from 2004-2006: 
 

• Arctic Human Health Initiative (AHHI) (Lead: USA) 
• Arctic Infrastructure: Aviation (Lead: USA)  
• International Circumpolar Surveillance: Prevention and Control of Emerging 

Infectious Diseases in the Arctic (ICS) (Lead: USA)  
• Survey of Living Conditions in the Arctic (SLiCA) (Lead: 

Denmark/Greenland/Faroe Islands).  
• Telemedicine (Lead: USA)  

 
SDWG projects and activities approved at Salekhard  

 
• Arctic Action (ICT) (Lead: Sweden) 
• Arctic Energy Summit (Lead: USA)  
• Arctic ICT Assessment (AICTA) (Lead: USA, Finland)  
• Arctic Indigenous Languages Symposium (Lead: Canada) 
• Arctic Social Indicators (Lead: Iceland)  
• ArcticStat (Lead: Canada) 
• Energy Report to Ministers for 2009 
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• Research & Action Plan for Human Health Risk Reduction in the Arctic 
(Lead: Russia)  

• Sustainable Development of Indigenous Peoples of Russian North (Lead: 
RAIPON/Russia) 
 

SDWG projects and activities approved since Salekhard  
 

• ECONOR II 
• Best Practices in Ecosystems-Based Ocean Management in the Arctic 
• Advancing Alcohol & Drug Abuse Treatment in the Circumpolar North 
• EALAT: Reindeer herding, traditional knowledge and adaptation to climate 

change and loss of grazing land 
• Vulnerability and Adaptation to Climate Change in the Arctic 

 
Progress reports were received at the SDWG Vadsø meeting on the following: 
 

• EALAT (lead: Norway) 
• Arctic Social Indicators (lead: Iceland) 
• Arctic ICT Assessment (lead:  USA and Finland) 
• Action Arctic (ICT) (lead: Sweden) 
• ArcticStat (lead: Canada) 
• Indigenous Languages Symposium (lead: Canada) 
• Circumpolar Infrastructure Task Force (lead; USA) 
 

It is not intended in this report to provide details on each project.  Many of the projects 
and activities are in their data collection and writing phases so it will be more appropriate 
to provide status reports to SAOs at their meeting in the Spring of 2008.   
 
However, the SDWG draws the following points to the attention of SAOs: 
  

• The ArcticStat website (http://www.arcticstat.org) was launched on October 01, 
2007.  The first phase of the database is complete with some 3000 tables.  The 
project has had some difficulties with data that is not available in English.  These 
data require translation.  Also some data have fees attached.  Some tables are in 
excess of $1000 to obtain.  SDWG encourages some cooperative discussions 
between countries to resolve this issue. ArcticStat continues to be involved in the 
Arctic Social Indicators and ECONOR II projects 

• Plans for the Arctic Indigenous Languages Symposium are proceedings with ICC 
Canada as a possible partner in the conduct of the Symposium.  This item is 
behind schedule and the project group has been urged to provide more 
information in the near future. 

• Norway is exploring the feasibility of a conference, Taking Wing +6, as a follow-
on to gender-related projects within the SDWG. If there is broad support for such 
a conference and adequate resources are made available for it, a formal proposal 
will be brought forward for decision at the next SDWG meeting. 

• Sweden announced that a conference will be held in Umea, Sweden on 08-10 
October 2008 on the Arctic human dimension: how the North has been depicted 

http://www.arcticstat.org/
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in art, science and literature.  Details will posted on the SDWG website once 
available. 

• The USA announced the completion of the Circumpolar Infrastructure Task 
Force and highlighted numerous marine, aviation and telecommunications 
accomplishments under CITF.   Special acknowledgement was given to Dr. 
Walter Parker for his tireless efforts as Chair of CITF. 

• In Vadsø the SDWG had a brief discussion on ways to improve the use and 
dissemination of findings from its projects. Efforts will continue in this regard, 
including exploring ways to better incorporate findings in SDWG strategic 
workplanning and to consider ways for evaluating whether projects are 
contributing to improving the lives of Arctic residents. 

• The SDWG Chair noted that the SDWG now has quite complex procedures for 
project approvals and general operating procedures.  These matters are contained 
in 5 or 6 documents.  The SDWG secretariat has been asked to integrate the 
procedures into a single document with some commentary for improvements.   

• The Indigenous Peoples Secretariat presented a CD-ROM on the first of three 
documentary films provides insights on Arctic indigenous peoples’ issues.  IPS 
requested a list of insitutions that might wish to have a copy.  The first film is 
called “The Last Yoik in the Northern Forest”.  The second film will be set in 
Disco Bay in Greenland.  The third will be an Arctic Athabaskan Council film 
called “Through Arctic Eyes”. 

• The SDWG is considering having its next meeting on 21-22 April 2008, 
immediately before the SAO meeting being planned for April 23-24 in Lofoten 
Islands. 
 

 
C.  Summary of Items for SAO guidance and/or approval  
 
As a result of the discussions at its Vadsø meeting, the SDWG seeks the guidance 
and/or approval of SAOs to proceed in respect of the following activities and projects: 
  

1. New project:   
 

Circumpolar Information Tool Kit on Minerals, and Oil and Gas for 
Indigenous People and Northern Communities (Canada) 

 
In the context of potential natural resource development in the Arctic, the 
objectives of this project are to: 
 
• Increase Indigenous and Northern communities’ knowledge of the 

sustainable development of mineral, and oil and gas resources 
development; and,    

• Strengthen capacity to take advantage of potential opportunities 
(social, economic and environmental); share the benefits from the 
development of these resources; and help communities make informed 
decision about their participation in the natural resources sector. 

 
If approved by SAOs, Canada would develop partnerships with countries, 
indigenous groups and industry to undertake the project.  A steering 
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committee would be struck to oversee the project.  Indigenous 
participation is essential. Pilot projects would be run in two communities.  
 
The SDWG supports this toolkit proposal and recommends it to SAOs for 
approval as an Authorized Project .1 

 
2. Ministerial Request: 

 
Energy Report to Ministers 

 
As described above in relation to SAO Agenda item 10.3, the SDWG 
requires guidance from the SAOs on the scope, resources and process for 
preparation of this report to Ministers. It must be stressed that this 
additional task will require a lead country or countries, as well as 
immediate commitments for additional financial or in-kind resources to 
support the work.  Cooperation with other interested working groups will 
be necessary. 

 
3. Ongoing Project 

 
Arctic Information and Communication Technology Assessment 

 
The goal of the AICTA is to determine how information and 
communication technology (ICT) can increase the human and social 
capital in the North, contribute to northern economic development and 
improve the quality of life in the Arctic.  The AICTA has been proceeding 
on a phased approach.   
 
Phase I involves: 
• creating, distributing and assessing an Arctic ICT survey 
• completing Chapter 1 (history and rationale for an assessment) 
• The target date for completion: spring 2008 SDWG meeting. 
 
Phase Two involves: 
• Submitting an annotated chapter outline to the SDWG 
• Selection of lead authors 
• Providing a budget for assessment completion 
• Target completion date: Fall/winter 2009 
 

                                                 
1  New procedures for approval of SDWG projects were adopted by SAOs and Ministers in 
Salekhard in October 2006. Under these procedures “Authorized projects meet the criteria for Arctic 
Council projects. They should enjoy the participation of all Member States and Permanent Participants.  
“Participation” may take the form of funding or the provision of human resources, in-kind 
contributions, or other resources.  Authorized projects from their inception are circumpolar in nature, 
and should have circumpolar participation, effect and influence.  The project lead should include in its 
proposal and work plans provisions for outreach and dissemination of the results of the project, and 
should indicate what, if any, follow-up activity is required for the project.”    
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Funding for Phase I was provided by USA and Canada and significant 
progress has been made. The survey tool has been prepared and will soon 
be sent to heads of delegation with a request they forward it to key ICT 
officials for completion and return.   
 
Funding for Phase II is not secured. (Additional US funds are possible 
provided other Arctic Council states also provide support.) 
 
In order to proceed with Phase II of the AICTA, a greater level of 
commitment will be required to provide financial or in-kind resources to 
cover publication and lead author costs. In event that such commitments 
are not forthcoming, the SDWG will require SAO guidance on the status 
of AICTA. 
 

4. SDWG Contribution to Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment (AMSA) 
 

The SDWG received a presentation on the status of the AMSA.  It was 
noted that two chapters in particular are in danger of being down-scaled or 
eliminated from the AMSA.  These chapters, ch. 4 in relation to 
indigenous peoples’ use of marine areas and ch. 7 on socio-economic 
issues, are of particular interest to the SDWG.  A potential lead author has 
been identified by PAME for ch. 4 but resources are required.  
 
The SDWG discussed the need to find ways to preserve these chapters.  
The SDWG brings this matter to the attention of SAOs for guidance. The 
potential for the SDWG to take the lead on these chapters, through one or 
more lead countries was considered; however, financial or in-kind 
resources would be necessary.   


