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DRAFT January 20, 2009
Communication Plan for Release of the Arctic Council’s

Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment

Introduction

The April 2009 Arctic Council meeting in Tromso, Norway is expected to adopt and
approve the release of the Arctic Council’s Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment Report
(AMSA). There is currently significant and mounting national (eight arctic states),
regional (circumpolar) and global interest in the outcome of this four year PAME
initiative.

The April 2009 high level meeting is also expected to adopt several other reports
concerning the protection and use of the Arctic Ocean and its marginal seas. These other
reports include: Arctic Council Oil and Gas Assessment, Offshore Oil and Gas
Guidelines, Regional Programme of Action for the Protection of Arctic Marine
Environment From Land-based Activities, Best Practices in Ecosystem-based Ocean
Management in the Arctic (BePOMAr) technical background report and Progress Report
on Application of the Ecosystem/LME Approach.

This Communications Plan sets out how the Arctic Council, through the Senior Arctic
Officials, the Permanent Participants and the Protection of the Arctic Marine
Environment Working Group in cooperation with the other Working Groups, Observer
Organizations and other bodies will manage communications related to the release of
AMSA.

Objective of this Plan
To use the Arctic Council’s April Meeting and other related oceans events that will
provide opportunities to inform stakeholders at all levels (national, regional and global)
interested in the Arctic Ocean about AMSA and related Arctic Council’s oceans
activities.

Audience
 The citizens and governments of Arctic Council States, in particular indigenous

people and other northern inhabitants living in arctic coastal areas;
 International maritime industry;
 International environmental and other non-governmental organizations related to

oceans ;
 The EU and governments’ of countries with an interest in the Arctic Ocean.
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Communication Products
 Ministerial Declaration
 Arctic Council Press Release on AMSA
 Brochure and posters on AMSA
 Reports and related information posted on AC and PAME Web Sites
 Media Information Sheet/Backgrounder on completed and ongoing AC ocean

initiatives (e.g. Fact Sheets on the AC Arctic Marine Strategic Plan (AMSP),
AMSA , Large Marine Ecosystems (LMEs), the Regional Programme of Action
for the Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment from Land-based Activities
(RPA), and Offshore Oil and Gas Guidelines and BePOMAr.

 Correspondence (and copies of AMSA Report) to Arctic Indigenous
Organizations and communities as follow up to the AMSA town hall meetings

Communication/Media Events
Venues related to the communication of the AMSA and other related Arctic Council
ocean products will be undertaken at different levels and locations to take advantage of
the high level of regional and international interest in the Arctic Ocean.

The venues will include:
 The April 2009 Arctic Council Ministerial Meeting and associated media event.
 In Oslo, immediately following the April 2009 Ministerial Meeting an

expert/technical forum/briefing by invitation focusing on the shipping community.
 In Nuuk, Greenland or some other Arctic location in a similar manner to earlier

AMSA-related town hall meetings/briefings focusing on Permanent Participants in
Spring/Summer of 2009, possibly on Oceans Day June 8th 2009.

Potential Key Messages
DRAFTING NOTE: to be further developed and revised based on final findings and
recommendations of AMSA and SAO input

The Arctic sea ice cover is undergoing an unprecedented transformation – sea ice
thinning, a reduction in extent, and a reduction in the area of multi-year ice in the central
Arctic Ocean.

There is a growing demand for energy and other natural resources which could increase
demand in the arctic seabed and coastal areas.

Continued sea ice reductions will likely lengthen the navigation season in most if not all
regions and increase marine access to the Arctic’s natural resources.’

These changes represent both a challenge and an opportunity for governments and local
Arctic communities. Of key significance are the effects of expanded marine activities on
the cultures and well-being of Arctic populations, especially indigenous residents whose
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traditional way of life has been partially protected in the past by the very nature of the
remote and extreme Arctic environment in which they live.

The Arctic Council is making the Arctic Ocean a significant priority in its ongoing work;

 Numerous initiatives since the AC was formed in 1996 have added to the
knowledge and understanding of the Arctic Ocean (see list of completed AC
initiatives related to the arctic seas) ;

 The mandate of PAME, the AC’s focal point for its Arctic Ocean agenda, has
been reconfirmed and enhanced through various AC Declarations and SAO
Reports.

 In November, 2004, the AC released an Arctic Marine Strategic Plan setting out
its vision, goals, principles and strategic actions for the Arctic Ocean. This Plan
set in motion steps to address shipping (AMSA), offshore oil and gas
development (OGA and Guideline), land-based coastal zone climate change and
resource development issues (the RPA update) and science-based integrated
management (the ecosystem approach).

 AMSA is a comprehensive four year study of current and future arctic shipping;
the finding and recommendations set the direction for short and longer term
actions.

 Add reference to Law of the Sea, marine biodiversity. IPY/Science, Etc...
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APPENDIX

Examples of Arctic Council ocean initiatives:

PAME – the 1996 PAME review of pollution sources in the Arctic marine environment,
outcomes from ongoing projects, in particular AMSA, the Ecosystem Approach/Large
Marine Ecosystem project, BePOMAr project (with SDWG) the Regional Programme of
Action, AMSP, the Offshore Oil and Gas Guidelines.

CAFF –The marine component of the Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Programme
(CBMP);

AMAP – Outcomes and findings of the Oil and Gas Assessment (OGA), 2009 State of
the Arctic Environment Report (overview report based on ongoing scientific assessments
– SOAER), the project on Climate Change and the Cryosphere - Snow, Water, Ice, and
Permafrost in the Arctic (SWIPA);

Ocean-related projects within EPPR and SDWG, in particular the work on oil spill
prevention and response, and coastal community adaptation to climate change;


