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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE

Office of Coast Survey
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3282

February 25, 2021

Peter Oppenheimer

Co-Chair, Shipping Experts Group

Working Group on the Protection Arctic Marine Environment (PAME)
Arctic Council

Dear Peter,

Thank you for the news of PAME’s biennial meeting earlier this month (PAME-I 2021) and the
Record of Decision it adopted approving in principle the proposed joint ARHC-PAME policy
statement on hydrography in the Arctic. As requested, I have officially reconfirmed the support
of the members of the Arctic Regional Hydrographic Commission for the draft statement as
written, and understand PAME will now forward it for approval by the Senior Arctic Officials of
the Arctic Council in March.

Thank you and the entire PAME team for your support and dedication to protect the Arctic
marine environment. Please let us know if we may be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Rear Admiral Shepard M. Smith

Director, Office of Coast Survey, NOAA
Chairperson, Arctic Regional Hydrographic
Commission

Enclosed

cc:  Dr. Genevieve BECHARD (CANADA)
Pia Dahl Hojgaard (DENMARK)
Birte Noer Borrevik (NORWAY)
CAPT Konstantin Speranskiy (RUSSIAN FEDERATION)
John Lowell (UNITED STATES OF AMERICA)
Rainer Mustaniemi (FINLAND)
Arni Pér Vésteinsson (ICELAND)
RDML Massimiliano Nannini (ITALY)
Dr. Mathias Jonas (INTERNATIONAL HYDROGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION)
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