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2nd  DRAFT AGENDA



Meeting of Senior Arctic Officials

Stockholm, Sweden
20-21 March 2013
Second DRAFT annotated AGENDA

1. Introduction

1.1. Opening of Meeting and Welcoming Words
1.2. Introduction of new SAOs/ PP HoDs
1.3. Approval of the Agenda

1.4. Special Mention

1.5. Approval/welcoming of written reports
1.5.1
SAON progress report to SAOs March 2013

       1.6 Earlier decisions
1.6.1
SAO decision to task EPPR with the responsibility of maintaining and updating the Operational Guidelines (annexed to the Agreement on Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response).
Thematic Areas

2. Administrative Issues/ Effectiveness and Efficiency of the Arctic Council

2.1. Information about the Kiruna Ministerial, 15 May 2013
Background: Information from the Chair on the process towards the Ministerial meeting and on the framework plans for the meeting itself.


Action: For information only. 

	Documentation: none


2.2. Task Force on Institutional Issues (TFII)

Background: The Chair of the TFII, Ambassador Andreas von Uexküll, will present his final report on the establishment of the standing Arctic Council Secretariat, and other TFII issues.

Action: For information on progress in the TFII. 

	Documentation: none


2.3. Report from the Arctic Council standing Secretariat Director

Background: Report from the Director of the standing Arctic Council Secretariat, Mr. Magnús Jóhannesson on administrative issues.


Action: For information on progress in establishing the standing Arctic Council Secretariat. 

	Documentation: none


3. Climate, Environment and Biodiversity
3.1. Adaptation Actions for a Changing Arctic (AACA) 
Background: The AACA project consists of three sections; A), B) and C)

Section A) The AACA Part (a) has considered key findings and recommendations from existing Arctic Council assessments and other relevant national and international reports over the past ten years. A synthesised report based on selected assessments and reports have been circulated for consideration. 

Section B) There has been progress in collecting information on climate change adaptation activities relevant to the Arctic region and in the preparation of a report. An update will be provided by Canada and Russia (co-leads).

Section C) AMAP will provide a brief update of the progress so far.

Action:  The SAOs may wish to consider endorsing the AACA A report, to comment on progress in the AACA projects and give further guidance on how the projects should be continued/finalized. 
	Documentation: 
SDWG Projects\Adaptation Actions for a Changing Arctic AACA\Draft AACA Synthesis Report  (ACSAO-SE04 Stockholm Doc 3.1a Mar 2013)



3.2. Arctic Resilience Report (ARR)
Background: At the SAO meeting in Haparanda 14-15 November 2012, a progress report was made with focus on describing the ARR approach. An ARR interim report is due at the Kiruna ministerial meeting. At the Stockholm SAO meeting a summary for policymakers with the key messages from the interim report will be presented, including priorities for the second phase of the project.

Action: The SAOs may wish to endorse the ARR interim report for delivery to the Ministerial Meeting in Kiruna.
	Documentation: ARR Interim report. Status update and Summary for Policymakers (ACSAO-SE04 Stockholm Doc 3.2 Mar 2013)


3.3. Short-Lived Climate Forcers (SLCF) (Task Force, ACAP, AMAP)
Background: The Task Force is focusing on black carbon, methane and tropospheric ozone, and cooperates with the AMAP expert group to reflect the best available science as background for the policy recommendations. Its first deliverable for the 2011 Nuuk Ministerial included a Technical report and a Summary for Policymakers with a number of recommendations, focusing on the role of black carbon emissions.
The Draft summary report “Recommendations to Reduce Black Carbon and Methane Emissions to Slow Arctic Climate Change” is now being submitted for consideration by SAOs. Currently the Task Force is preparing 1) a technical support document and 2) a summary for policymakers for the Kiruna Ministerial. The technical support document will contain information on methane and black carbon emissions, future projections, relevant international forums, key national actions, additional mitigation opportunities and their potential health and climate benefits. The shorter policymaker’s summary will update the black carbon recommendations from 2011, present key opportunities for methane and options for the Arctic states and the Arctic Council to advance the objectives of reducing SLCFs. 

Action: The SAOs may wish to approve the recommendations presented by the Task Force and take note of the draft report which is to be delivered to the Ministerial meeting in Kiruna.
	Documentation: Draft summary report “Recommendations to Reduce Black Carbon and Methane Emissions to Slow Arctic Climate Change” (ACSAO-SE04 Stockholm Doc 3.3 Mar 2013)


3.4. An Arctic States’ black carbon instrument/arrangement – Next step (Sweden)
Background: When the Arctic Environment Ministers met in Jukkasjärvi, 5-6 February 2013, they stressed the need for urgent action to reduce SLCP emissions and encouraged the Arctic Council to proceed in its efforts to reduce emissions of SLCPs and black carbon in particular.
Sweden suggests that the Arctic Council establishes a process at the Kiruna Ministerial meeting aiming for an instrument or other arrangements to enhance efforts to reduce emissions of black carbon from the Arctic States. The instrument or other arrangements should preferably be ready for review and appropriate decision at the next Ministerial meeting in 2015. 
Since emission inventories for black carbon are essential to identify emission trends and mitigation opportunities, agreement in Kiruna that each Arctic State should periodically produce national emission inventories for black carbon would also be of importance. 

Action: The SAOs may wish to comment on the Swedish proposal, and consider whether to recommend Ministers to initiate a process to negotiate a black carbon instrument among the Arctic states.

	Documentation: An Arctic States’ black carbon instrument/arrangement – Next step. (ACSAO-SE04 Stockholm Doc 3.4 Mar 2013)


3.5. Arctic Biodiversity Assessment (ABA) (CAFF)
Background: This is the second SAO discussion on the draft ABA recommendations and results.  The summary for policy-makers contains key findings and recommendations derived  from the ABA, and has been subject to  multiple and extensive reviews by all Arctic States and and PPs. 

Action: The SAOs may consider to approve the ABA summary for policy-makers to be delivered at the Ministerial Meeting in Kiruna.

	Documentation:
· ABA summary document for policy makers  (ACSAO-SE04 Stockholm Doc 3.5a Mar 2013)

· ABA Synthesis (ACSAO-SE04 Stockholm Doc 3.5b  Mar 2013)


3.6. Arctic Ocean Acidification (AOA) (AMAP)
Background: The AOA is the result of three years of work by an AMAP expert group assessing the most recent information on ocean acidification in the Arctic region and its possible consequences. A short, executive “summary for policymakers” containing the main findings of the assessment and policy-relevant recommendations will be presented to the Ministerial meeting, together with an electronic version of the full science report and films presenting the results. A scientific conference on AOA will be held in Bergen, Norway 6-8 May 2013 and a layman’s style AOA overview report will be released in the near future. 
Action: The SAOs may wish to approve the policy-relevant recommendations for delivery to the Ministerial Meeting in Kiruna. 
	Documents:  Revised Draft AOA Recommendations to the Ministerial meeting in Kiruna (ACSAO-SE04 Stockholm Doc 3.6 Mar 2013)


3.7. Ecosystem-based Management (EBM) Expert Group 

Background: The Arctic Council Expert Group on EBM for the Arctic environment has produced a report which responds to the mandate from Ministers in Nuuk to “recommend further activities in this field for possible consideration by the SAOs before the end of the Swedish chairmanship”. 
The report suggests the definition of EBM including nine principles related to EBM that the Council could apply in its work in the Arctic region. The report puts forward twelve recommendations, including the adoption of an explicit policy commitment by the Council to EBM. 
The recommendations are supported by four background documents annexed to the final report of the EBM Expert group. 
Action: The SAOs may wish to approve the Report and the annexes for delivery to the Ministerial Meeting in Kiruna.
	Documentation: 
Doc 3.7a Report of the Ecosystem-Based Management Expert group to SAOs
Doc 3.7b Annex 1: Definitions and principles for EBM in the Arctic

Doc 3.7c Annex 2: Knowledge and process needs for EBM in the Arctic

Doc 3.7d Annex 3: Advancing EBM in the work of the Arctic Council

Doc 3.7e Annex 4: Prior and ongoing EBM activities of the Arctic Council 


3.8.  Obsolete pesticides (ACAP)
Background:  Since 2001, ACAP has been working to inventory and safely storage stocks of harmful obsolete pesticides in thirteen Russian Federation regions directly impacting the Arctic environment and its people. The inventory activities (Phase I) and safe storage activities (Phase II) were completed in early 2013. The technical report covering the detailed project activities and results will be made available on the ACAP website later in 2013. For outreach purposes, ACAP has prepared a Fact Sheet “Obsolete pesticides in Arctic Russia” briefly presenting the scope of the problem, project activities and results. The fact sheet will be translated into Russian for raising awareness in all Russian speaking countries in the region, pending SAO approval. 
ACAP will continue with Phase III of the project, demonstrating environmentally sound destruction of 100 tons of collected obsolete pesticides, as soon as such capacity will become available in the Russian Federation.

Action: The SAOs may wish to comment on this fact sheet and endorse the ACAP plan for finalization of the project.
	Documentation:  ACAP Fact Sheet “Obsolete Pesticides in Arctic Russia” (ACSAO-SE04 Stockholm  Doc 3.8 Mar 2013)


3.9. Life Linked to Ice - A guide to sea-ice-associated biodiversity in this time of rapid change (CAFF)
Background: This report, prepared and approved by the Arctic Conservation of Flora and Fauna working group (CAFF), is a response to recommendations, made through the Arctic Council projects  on Arctic Biodiversity Assessment (ABA) and Snow, Water, Ice and Permafrost in the Arctic (SWIPA).  Its aim is to focus attention on the consequences for biodiversity of the dramatic changes occurring to sea ice. It is intended as a briefing and reference document for policymakers concerned with adaptive management and setting priorities for research, monitoring, and conservation actions in the context of changing sea ice. „Life Linked to Ice“ is not in itself an assessment, but draws from and builds on recent and concurrent Arctic Council assessments. The report presents an overview and discussion of the state of knowledge about sea-ice-associated biodiversity and goes more deeply into topics and issues that are of particular relevance to the conservation of Arctic flora and fauna and presents  three recommendations that emerged from the preparation of this report.
Action: The SAOs may wish to welcome the report and approve its recommendations.
	Documentation:
Life Linked to Ice- A guide to sea-ice-associated biodiversity in this time of rapid change    (ACSAO-SE04 Stockholm Doc 3.9  Mar 2013)


3.10
Update on the Arctic Council Project Support Instrument (PSI)
Background: The PSI Guidelines (2005) and its Rules of Procedure (PSI-RoP, 2008) have been established by the SAOs in accordance with the Arctic Council Rules of Procedure. One of the remaining items for operationalizing the PSI, expected to take place in the first half of 2013, is the election of the Chairperson of the PSI Committee (PCOM). According to the PSI-RoP, the PSI Committee is to elect one of its members to serve as Chairperson commencing from its first meeting and the Arctic Council Rules of Procedure requires a consultation with the SAOs for selection of a chairperson and vice chairperson.
Action: The SAOs may wish to 
1) Note with appreciation NEFCO’s Update on the PSI to the SAO Meeting of March 2013; 
2) Acknowledge the election of the Russian Federation to serve as Chair of the PSI Committee for one year beginning from the first meeting of the PSI Committee; 
3) Invite other members of the Arctic Council that have not yet done so, to consider joining the PSI;
4) Encourage parties to deposit their contributions with the Fund Manager to enable the PSI to become operational as early as possible.

	Documentation:
Update on the Arctic Council Project Support Instrument (PSI) (ACSAO-SE04-Stockholm Doc 3.10 Mar 2013)


4. Oceans
4.1. Task Force on Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response  - Agreement on Cooperation on Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response in the Arctic (Task Force Co-Chair)
Background: At the 2011 Ministerial Meeting in Nuuk, the Arctic Council decided to establish a Task Force with a mandate to develop an international instrument on Arctic marine oil pollution preparedness and response. The Task Force concluded its work by elaborating the Agreement on Cooperation on Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response in the Arctic. The signature of the Agreement in Kiruna reaffirms the commitment of those states to enhance their cooperation in addressing emerging issues in the Arctic region.

Action: The SAOs are invited to give an update on the domestic procedures in preparation of a signature of the agreement.
	Documentation: none


4.2. Recommended Practices in the Prevention of Marine Oil Pollution (RP3) (EPPR)
Background:  In the 2011 Nuuk declaration, Arctic Council ministers called on EPPR and other relevant working groups to develop “recommendations and/or best practices in the prevention of marine oil pollution”. EPPR identified possible accidental oil spill from increased activities in the Arctic related to shipping/maritime operations, oil and gas and land-based industry as the main concerns. Based on this, EPPR developed the Recommended Practices in the Prevention of Marine Oil Pollution. EPPR prepared a short report based on the technical document that contains conclusions and recommendations for the 2013 Ministerial meeting. 

Action: The SAOs may wish to discuss and approve the draft of the Summary report and recommendations for delivery to the Ministerial Meeting in Kiruna.
	Documentation:  Final draft of the “Summary report and recommendations on the prevention of marine oil pollution in the Arctic” (ACSAO-SE04-Stockholm Doc 4.2 Mar 2013)


4.3. Arctic Ocean Review (AOR) (PAME)
Background: The Arctic Ocean Review (AOR) project is a multi-phased project that reviews existing global and regional measures of relevance for the Arctic marine environment (Phase I 2009-2011), and analyzes options and opportunities to strengthening global and regional efforts for the conservation and sustainable use of the Arctic marine environment (Phase II 2011-2013). The overall objective of the AOR is to provide guidance to Arctic Council Ministers as a means to support strong governance in the Arctic through a cooperative, coordinated and integrated approach to the management of activities in the Arctic marine environment. 
Action: The SAOs may wish to take note of the final draft AOR Report, subject to final agreement on its recommendations.
	Documentation: 
1) Draft AOR report version 19th of Feb (ACSAO-SE04Stockholm-Doc 4.3a Mar 2013)

2) Letter from the AOR leads (ACSAO-SE04-Stockholm-Doc 43b Mar 2013)


5. Human Development
5.1.  Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) (SDWG)
Background: The Swedish proposal to develop an information tool on “CSR in the Arctic” was endorsed by the SAO’s in Haparanda in November 2012. Sweden hosted a workshop to discuss details of this approach on 28-29 November, 2012 in Sigtuna. A draft web-based informational tool is being developed as a conclusion of the workshop. Sweden will make a presentation of the state of play of the work and the final conference to be held in Stockholm on 18 April 2013. 
Action:  For information only.
	Documentation:   CSR Website Layout (ACSAO-SE04 Stockholm Doc 5.1 Mar 2013)


5.2. Arctic Maritime and Aviation Transportation Infrastructure Initiative (AMATII) (SDWG)
Background: The AMATII has resulted in a database, map and guidance document that have received endorsement by the SDWG. AMATII serves as a platform and inventory of the Arctic’s aviation and maritime facilities. The Initiative facilitates ongoing and increased communication and collaboration throughout the Circumpolar North.

Action: The SAOs may wish to consider approving the AMATII report. The SAOs may also wish to consider the approval of the database, map and guidance document.
	Documentation: 
· Arctic Marine and Aviation Infrastructure Initiative (USA) (ACSAO-SE04-Stockholm- Doc 5.2a Mar 2013)
· Instruction (ACSAO-SE04 Stockholm Doc 5.2b Mar 2013)


6. Working Group Administration
6.1. Working Group Progress Reports  and preliminary approval of work plans for the period 2013-2015
Background: Working Group Progress Reports contain information on project progress and outcomes, including special issues for SAOs to consider. Work plans describe the priorities and tasks for the next chairmanship period. 
Action: The SAOs are asked to refer to the Working Group reports and work plans for progress on projects which are not being presented at this meeting, and raise questions to the Working Groups if needed. 
	Documentation: Working Group Progress Reports and work plans (as submitted for the Kiruna SAO report to Ministers):
ACAP Report to SAOs (ACSAO-SE04- 6.1.ACAP)
AMAP Report to SAOs (ACSAO-SE04- 6.1.AMAP)
CAFF Report to SAOs (ACSAO-SE04- 6.1.CAFF)
EPPR Report to SAOs (ACSAO-SE04- 6.1.EPPR)
PAME Report to SAOs (ACSAO-SE04- 6.1.PAME)
SDWG Report to SAOs (ACSAO-SE04- 6.1.SDWG)


7. Any Other Business
7.1. Report from the Meeting of Ministers for Environment, Jukkasjärvi, 5-6     
              February 2013 
Background: Arctic Environment Ministers and high level representatives met in Jukkasjärvi, Sweden, 5-6 February, for a meeting focusing on actions to address the rapid environmental changes in the Arctic and how to improve the protection of the Arctic environment through actions at the national, regional and global level, including through the Arctic Council and multilateral environmental conventions. 
Ministers particularly underlined the need for Arctic action regarding short lived climate pollutants (SLCP), action to sustain biodiversity and ecosystem services and the importance of implementing Ecosystem Based Management. Regarding SLCP ministers encouraged the Arctic Council to consider establishing a process at the Kiruna Ministerial meeting aiming for an instrument or other arrangements to enhance efforts to reduce emissions of black carbon from the Arctic States for review and appropriate decision at the next Ministerial meeting in 2015.

Action: For information only. 
	Documentation:  Chair’s conclusions from the Arctic Environment Ministers meeting Arctic Change – Global Effects (ACSAO-SE04-Stockholm Doc 3.9 Mar 2013)



7.2. Report from the incoming Canadian chairmanship on priorities for the 2013-2015 chairmanship period (Canada)
Background: Report from the Senior Arctic Official of Canada on the priorities for the incoming Canadian chairmanship period.


Action: For information only. 

	Documentation: none


8. Information about Next Meeting and Closing of Meeting 
9. ANNEX:
___________________________________________________________
Documents for information purposes (to be posted on website for reference, when available)
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